
BECOMING A
VOLUNTEER AT

FIGHTING WORDS
In association with:



Roddy Doyle

Fighting Words is an organisation that provides free workshops in creative writing to children, young people
and adults with additional needs. We help people to tell their stories in their own words and at their own pace.

Fighting Words was established in Dublin in 2009 and co-founded by the author Roddy Doyle. Roddy has
written many books for children and adults.

Introducing Fighting Words



Volunteers preparing the workshop
space in Cork

Volunteer illustrator in Donegal Volunteer helping in Dublin

All Fighting Words workshops are run by teams of volunteer writing mentors. These people come from all
kinds of backgrounds. Sometimes they are called “volunteers” or “mentors” for short. All volunteers are
over 18 years, except for Transition Year students on placement.

All mentors help the workshop participants to tell their stories. Some mentors draw illustrations for the
stories.

Introducing Fighting Words, continued



To find out more about volunteering, you
can visit the Fighting Words website:
https://www.fightingwords.ie/volunteer-
hub/volunteer-faq

There is more information available in the
Volunteer Hub on the website.

https://www.fightingwords.ie/volunteer-hub/volunteer-faq
https://www.fightingwords.ie/volunteer-hub/volunteer-faq


If you would like to find out more about
volunteering, you can complete the
“Tell Me More” form:
https://www.fightingwords.ie/volunteer
-hub/volunteer-faq

(the form is located half way down this
page of the website)

Tell Me More Form

https://www.fightingwords.ie/volunteer-hub/volunteer-faq
https://www.fightingwords.ie/volunteer-hub/volunteer-faq


The Tell Me More form will ask you for your name, email
address, telephone number and your preferred Fighting
Words location.

Tell Me More Form, continued

It will also ask you to tell us a bit about yourself. You decide
what to write here.



Dear x,

Thanks so much for your interest in volunteering with us! 

Our mentors and illustrators help out at our daily story-writing and creative writing workshops for primary and secondary school groups. If you enjoy
spending time with children and are a good listener, then you are qualified to volunteer. No previous experience is necessary.

There is more information on the Get Involved section of our website as well.

During the school year, volunteering is completely flexible: volunteers sign up for workshops on the days and times that suit them using our online
calendar - there's no minimum commitment.

We offer volunteer options both in online and in-person formats and both are high-quality, interactive, structured and fun for all participants. 

The first step is to complete our volunteer application form.  Once I receive your form, I'll be in touch about next steps.

Please note that we also check references for all our volunteers and that all volunteers are subject to Garda vetting. Training is conducted monthly
during the school year.

I look forward to hearing from you. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Kind regards,
Sara

The local coordinator in your Fighting Words location will receive the Tell Me More form. 
You will then receive an email from the local coordinator with further details and the application form.
A sample email from Dublin looks like this:

Response from Fighting Words Coordinator

https://www.fightingwords.ie/get-involved/volunteer
https://www.fightingwords.ie/volunteer-application/foirm-iarratais-do-dhaoine-deonacha


You can complete the Volunteer
Application Form by clicking on the link
in the email. 

The first part of the form looks like this.
It is in English and in Irish. 

You can complete it in either language.

Volunteer Application Form



In the Volunteer Application Form, you will be asked to
provide the names, email addresses and telephone
numbers of two references. 

There is also information about Garda vetting.

Your references should be people who know you well but
are not relatives. They can be teachers, employers, or
friends.

Volunteer Application Form



 Once you complete and send the form, the local Fighting Words coordinator will contact you by telephone or
email to talk to you about volunteering. 

You may be invited to observe a workshop or for an informal chat. 

The local coordinator will explain the workshop schedule, volunteer roles and Garda vetting. Some of the
centres are pictured below.

Fighting Words Locations

Fighting Words, Behan
Square, Russell Street,
Dublin 1

Fighting Words Chonamara -
Ionad Cultúrtha an
Phiarsaigh, Ros Muc, Co.
Gaillimh

Fighting Words
Cork at Graffiti
Theatre, Cork city



All volunteer mentors over the age of 16 are legally
required to be Garda vetted, even if you have been vetted in
the past by another organisation. 

Your local coordinator will provide you with a form to
complete, called Form NVB1 and advise how to complete it. 

This is STEP ONE in the vetting process. 

The form looks like this:

Garda Vetting



You will be required to provide two forms of identification.
One or both forms must have your photograph. 

One form must provide proof of address. You will receive a
list of current forms of identification that are suitable for
vetting purposes. 

The form looks like this:

Garda Vetting, continued



After you complete the form, the
Garda Vetting Coordinator in Dublin
will submit your details for vetting.

In about five (5) business days, you
should receive an email from the
National Vetting Bureau with a link
to an online form. This is STEP TWO
in the process.

You will be asked to provide some
additional information within 30
days:

Garda Vetting, continued



After you submit the online form, you will receive a tracking number by email.

The vetting disclosure will go to Fighting Words. You will receive an email from Fighting Words when vetting
is complete. A sample email is below:

Garda Vetting, continued



The next step is training. Your local coordinator will contact you about attending a Fighting Words volunteer
tutor training session. 

Sessions last for two hours and can be online or in person. At training, you will learn about the primary and
secondary school workshop formats. 

You will also learn more about our volunteer programme and our child protection policy and procedures.

Training

Volunteer Mentor Training

FIGHTING
WORDS



You will be asked to sign both to indicate you understand the responsibilities and best practice for all Fighting
Words volunteers.

You will have the opportunity to ask questions at any time.

Training, continued



You will also receive two other leaflets, which you can read in your own time:

- Tutoring Handbook, which has many useful tips for helping students.
- Role Descriptions at the Primary School Workshops.

Training, continued



Within five working days, you will be registered in the Fighting Words database. You will receive an email
from Fighting Words with your username and password.

If your vetting is complete, you can sign up for workshops using the online calendar.

Volunteer Calendar

http://www.fightingwords.ie/calendars


PLEASE CONTACT
US IF YOU HAVE
ANY QUESTIONS!

In association with:

@fightingwordsireland

@fightingwordsireland

@fightingwords

www.fightingwords.ie

info@fightingwords.ieEmail:

https://www.instagram.com/fightingwordsireland/
https://www.facebook.com/fightingwordsireland/
https://ie.linkedin.com/company/fighting-words
http://www.fightingwords.ie/

