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The Story Seeds project first sprouted in 2021, a collaboration between Fighting 
Words, An Garda Síochána Community Engagement and local schools -  new 
stories to celebrate the areas where we all live, work and play. The idea was 
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schools on the north side of Dublin. The project was expanded to include 
schools and groups from Dublin South, Dublin West, Drogheda, Co. Louth and 
Co. Wicklow. The project was extended to include secondary schools, youth 
groups, outreach groups, additional needs and adult groups and offered a 
range of workshops including poetry, short stories, screenwriting, playwriting 
and song writing. The collection you hold in your hands now contains plays, 
poems, stories and songs by additional needs groups including Prosper Fingal, 
ChildVision, Saol Anois Day Service, WALK, Gheel Autism Services, Irish 
Wheelchair Association, Central Remedial Clinic (CRC) and The Little Duke 
Theatre Drama Group.           

We hope you enjoy reading these exciting new works. Congratulations to all 
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Fighting Words is a creative writing centre established in 2009 by Roddy Doyle 
and Seán Love in Dublin. Fighting Words aims to help students of all ages to 
develop their writing skills and to explore their love of writing.
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Síochána and to the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth, Creative Ireland, the Arts Council and the Irish Youth Foundation 
for the support of this project.

Copyright of the work created at Fighting Words rests with the authors, with permission 
granted to Fighting Words to feature the creative work in any of their publications, 
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Friends and Freedom
Saol Anois Day Service

Festina Lente, Old Connaught Avenue, 
Bray, Co. Wicklow

     

I live near Blackrock where people go swimming  
in the baths,

I live near Stillorgan where they play music  
on a Saturday night,

And I live in Arklow, a fishing harbour by the sea,

I live near Tallaght stadium, the home of  
Shamrock Rovers F.C.

Chorus:

Friends and freedom

I feel safe when I’m in my community,

Friends and freedom

Everyone is very friendly where I live.
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I live in Portobello and Tallaght is nearby,

There’s The Square shopping centre in Tallaght too,

And the Sallynoggin Inn is somewhere I like to hang out,

Having a drink and a fantastic carvery dinner,

Occasions like:  christenings, communions  
and confirmations and weddings too!

Chorus:

Friends and freedom

I feel safe when I’m in my community,

Friends and freedom

Everyone is very friendly where I live.

I live near Donnybrook the home of Teilifís Éireann,

Radio 2FM, The Merrion Inn and The Late Late Show too,

And I would love to go  
and have a look at the set of Fair City,

Or maybe take a book out of the local Dundrum library,
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Chorus:

Friends and freedom

I feel safe when I’m in my community,

Friends and freedom

Everyone is very friendly where I live 

- Friends and freedom

Feels like home, a connection in the community,

Friends and freedom.
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A Poem for Jay
Mark Caffery

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

You are a super help to me in work

Me and you have lots of fun in work

You are very kind to me

You don’t be getting worried

You make me feel safer

You are a good mate at work

We support the same football team

You are very smiley

When I see you work on the same day

It is the best work day

I give you a nickname

You show me some respect

We get on at work

You are so respectful to me

I like your hair, you have red hair

You are a perfect friend to me

I like to hang out with you at work
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One Day in Town
Kevin Malone 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

When I was out walking one day in town,  
I could hear a police car driving down the street.  

When I reached the station, I could hear the sound  
of a train pulling in. There are a lot of sounds in the city, 

including the clopping of horses’ hooves,  
the grinding of factory equipment, the tolling  

of church bells and the clatter of people dropping things. 

One day, I went to a café and I got a sandwich  
and a cup of tea. After lunch, I went for a walk.  

I stopped to buy ice cream in a nearby shop. I also like 
doing other things when I’m out and about  

visiting places or going on a nature trail.  
When I’m out and about, I also like going to the cinema, 

either the Savoy or Cineworld. I also like shopping  
on Henry Street or Grafton Street and going to the 

theatre to see a pantomime or a musical.
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Boring Tech
Gheel Autism Group 

Gheel Autism Services CLG,  
111 Celtic Park Avenue,Beaumont, Dublin 9

     

Frank was walking to work at Boring Tech. It was a cloudy 
winter day. He was carrying valuable computer parts. He 
was feeling stressed out because he didn’t want it to rain.

It had rained the night before and he didn’t want it to 
happen again. Frank looked down to look at his watch and 
he saw the reflection of a Porsche in its face.

Too late.

The car sped past and drove straight through a puddle, 
soaking the equipment. Frank got a fright and dropped 
the equipment. It got damaged. How much? Frank didn’t 
know. 

Panicked and annoyed, Frank hurried to the office to 
explain about the equipment when he saw the same light 
blue Porsche outside of the office.

Frank went in to confront the driver. He was about to take 
the lift but it had already gone up. He was forced to take the 
stairs. When he got to the office he saw the driver talking 
to his boss.

It was Kayla…
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The Yellow House
WALK Group 

WALK ,1 Longmile Road,  
Walkinstown, Dublin 12

     

On this one street there are only dark and grey houses 
except one in the middle. This house is not the same, 
this one is a big yellow house. It looks very nice on the 
outside but the inside is nothing but darkness, dark walls 
and dark everything, but everyone who comes out of it is 
happy. But you can’t judge a book by its cover.

The house stands out in the row. Its bright yellow colour 
clashes the dull grey of the rest of the row. The yard is 
different as well, filled with bright flowers rather than 
neatly cut grass.

Inside the house everything is mismatched; walls of blue 
and red ceilings. Beanbags and rocking chair furniture. 
The stairs spiral going all the way up. A dining room with 
a glass table and leather chairs and a kitchen filled with 
books, none on cooking.

Appearances can fool you. When you open the yellow door 
you will see pink, blue, purple on the walls. When you go 
through the rooms, paintings by Picasso. Art and David 
Bowie,pictures of wildlife, lions and wild deer. Music on, 
music notes, Whitney, TLC, Usher, Mozart, NWA around 
the house.
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One bright yellow house. In the house there is a living 
room. In the living room there is a huge couch and an 
armchair, a coffee table made out of marble, on the wall 
there is a smart TV. There are two cats.

One yellow house. It’s full of cobwebs and spiders and 
mice and it smells of damp. It’s derelict and it’s falling 
apart. It’s standing on one brick. A ghost lives there with 
his family.
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Summer Nature 
David O’Brien 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street, 
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

In the fresh air I touch trees, plants  
and flowers on my walk

I smell all around me to take in what I taste

In touching different things in ways I take in to see

Other people walking by me and I always feel happy

And delighted to be part of the community working

With people I like to talk to, neighbours and friends

Going to different places, I like grass and being out

To see others playing sports like tennis and football

I also get support and a helping hand. 

I love getting sun.
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Different Dublins
A play by 

Karen Kiernan, Rachel Curtis, Amy 
O’Connor, Emma Nolan, Valentin 

Zaporojan & Ross Ahearn

Central Remedial Clinic (CRC),  
Vernon Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin 3 

     

SCENE 1

A field in Coolock, an open area. EMMA 18, is sitting in the 
grass. There is a baseball bat near her feet. She looks around 
the field and ends up staring down at the baseball bat for a 
few moments. Then, she looks straight ahead. 

EMMA Why am I like this?  
I’m not that kinda person.

I can see myself acting different every time,  
talking different, being more aggressive. 

I don’t know who I am anymore.  
Am I like this because of my family?

I sit here in this big field in Coolock.

It’s called Kilmore. It’s around at the back of the blocks.
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I sit here every night-time watching fires blaze, 
thinking to myself maybe I was like this as a kid and I 
just thought I changed, cause I saw my friend Leanne, 
she was nice, kind. She smiled at me the first day I came 
to live here. I’ll never forget that. She’s my best friend. 
Blood sisters for life, no matter what happens. We’ve 
been through a lot together.

I feel like killing someone. I can’t stop my anger. I keep 
thinking, is it because of the baseball bat? Why does 
Leanne want this baseball bat?

What’s so special about it?

She looks at the bat.

One day, I saw someone picking on Leanne.  
I wanted to protect her. 

I was young. I used to use my hands to fight when I was 
little, but as the girl got closer to Leanne, I saw that 
Leanne was more afraid. I spotted a baseball bat at the 
fence.

I picked it up. I hit the other girl picking on Leanne. Ever 
since that day, I couldn’t stop thinking how bad I was.

I liked it. The way it made me feel.

I can’t throw this bat away now.

I know that I can’t change who I am; this is really me, 
and my weapon.

I hope Leanne will never be like me even though  
she wants to ... she thinks it’s cool. 
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She says she wants to be tough like me.

I don’t think it’s cool at all. 

I will never know what Leanne will do next.

She asked me for the bat. This bat.

I said no.

She was angry with me.

She wants to feel powerful.

I don’t want you to be in the gang, vile, vicious  and mean.

You’re too soft and friendly.

I don’t want you to be blind like me.

I saw her out on the road earlier.

I was shocked. I couldn’t believe what I had seen.

She was picking on this small girl because she was 
slagging me off, calling me names.

Is that why she wants the bat?

Is she going to use it on that girl?

I saw something in her I recognised.

I know that’s not me. I’m not like that.

She picks up the bat and looks at it.

Or am I?
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SCENE 2

Two people are sheltering outside a shop, REBECCA 20, and 
SINEAD 25. Heavy rain, late afternoon. Waves are crashing 
off the rocks close by.

REBECCA  It’s been raining for so long.

SINEAD I know! I hate the rain.

REBECCA I’m very thirsty. 

SINEAD Tough luck!

REBECCA I need a drink.

SINEAD Then get a drink.

REBECCA I’ve no money.

SINEAD What drink do you want?

REBECCA Coke.

SINEAD OK.

SINEAD goes into the shop. REBECCA stands looking out at 
the rain. Her phone rings. She looks at the phone and answers 
it.

REBECCA  Hello? Who is this?

PHONE VOICE It’s me.

REBECCA Me who?
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PHONE VOICE The boy you are fighting over.

REBECCA What’s your name?

PHONE VOICE It’s Lucas.

REBECCA How did you get my number?

PHONE VOICE Your friend gave it to me.

REBECCA Why are you ringing me?

PHONE VOICE  I want to go out with you.

REBECCA But...you’re with my friend.

PHONE VOICE I’m going to dump her.

REBECCA Why?

PHONE VOICE To go out with you.

REBECCA Are you still weird?

PHONE VOICE No...I got help, I’m fine.

REBECCA I have to go, I can’t talk now.

PHONE VOICE  Why?

REBECCA I’m with Sinead, your girlfriend.

PHONE VOICE Cool, love you.

REBECCA OK. Bye.

SINEAD comes back from the shop with a can of Coke.
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SINEAD Who was that?

REBECCA What?

SINEAD On the phone, who were you talking to?

REBECCA Oh...nobody.

SINEAD Are you sure?

REBECCA Yeah...not important.

SINEAD OK.

REBECCA  (Silent)

SINEAD Here’s your Coke.

REBECCA What?

SINEAD The Coke you wanted - take it!

REBECCA Oh yeah, right. Thanks.

SINEAD You’re a good friend.

REBECCA Thanks.

SINEAD I missed you.

REBECCA Cool. Missed you too.

SINEAD The rain has stopped.

REBECCA Yeah.

SINEAD Will we go to the beach now?
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REBECCA . . . now?

SINEAD Yeah.

 REBECCA Something’s come up.

SINEAD Was it the phone call?

REBECCA What?

SINEAD Who called you?

REBECCA I gotta go.

REBECCA leaves and SINEAD watches her go.

SCENE 3

A living room in a housing estate, Cabra, early evening. 
SHARON, 29, sits on a ripped couch. She smokes and is 
swiping through her phone screen until she finds something 
and she reads it.

SHARON  That’s how much that ring is worth!  
Oh my God!

She jumps up in excitement. 

I’m going to be able to get my favourite handbag. 

I knew asking for my granny’s ring was the best decision 
I ever made. Mia is gonna be so annoyed, but I don’t really 
care. 
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We don’t have the best relationship.

Never got along with each other. 

She always looks down on me, thinking she’s better than 
me when she’s really an absolute bitch. 

She is so dramatic - she says she’s the black sheep of the 
family, when really she barely spends time with us. 

She’s always up in her room.

I was told by my mam that my granny got her ring from 
her first love but he passed away and she kept that ring 
all those years. 

I have my own life to live.

I wasn’t gonna put my life on pause just to have gone to 
see my granny. 

What good would that have done?

I would have been so bored. 

SHARON starts swiping through her phone again, looking up 
pawnshops’ opening hours.

Ahhh, 10:00 is perfect.

I am gonna be the first one at the door.

Goodbye ring, hello Michael Kors.

SHARON takes the ring out of her pocket and examines it. She 
sees some words on it. She looks closely at the ring.

Mia is not gonna be happy that I called that jeweller, but 
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I don’t really care. I don’t know why I’m like this. I must 
have inherited it from my parents. All they care about is 
themselves. 

This was the only ring my granny had when she came to 
Ireland with a five pound note and a newborn baby. 

Me and Mia don’t get along. Why? 

I think it is because we are both so different. 

Mia’s kind and has a heart of gold and I’m mean and have 
a black heart.

It’s true that she’s the black sheep of the family; she’s 
nothing like us. 

I wish I was just like Mia. My life would just be so different.

SHARON takes out her phone and texts the jeweller. 

The ring is not for sale anymore.

SHARON puts the ring on her finger and admires it.
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SCENE 4

A nearly empty college canteen on the northside. LUCY 18, sits 
at a table doing her homework. MARK 22, enters, slamming 
the door behind him. He stands still. LUCY looks up shocked 
and then she continues to work. MARK comes into the room. 
He stares at LUCY. Eventually, she looks up again. She goes 
back to her work. MARK comes closer to LUCY’s table and 
stands looking at her. LUCY looks up again and continues to 
stare back at MARK.

LUCY What the hell are you looking at? 
Do you have a problem with me?

MARK No, no...do you know what day it is?

LUCY Who the hell are you?

MARK I’m your dream guy.

LUCY What? I’m doing my homework. 
So can you stop looking at me?

MARK   Oh, mmmmm…was wondering if  
you wanna go for coffee?

LUCY But will you leave me alone then?

MARK Can I get your number?

LUCY Em, I’m not sure.

MARK Why not?

LUCY Because I only just met you.
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MARK (Silent)

LUCY I don’t give out my number unless I  
know the person.

MARK Come for a coffee and we can chat.

LUCY I’ve got a lot of homework to do. 
Maybe tomorrow.

MARK I’ll need the number to call you.

LUCY Meet me in the canteen tomorrow  
and we can talk.

MARK What time?

LUCY 12 o clock. 

MARK . . . see ya tomorrow. Bye.

MARK turns around and leaves the room, LUCY goes back  
to doing her homework.

SCENE 5

An office in Dunnes Stores. PAT 23, sits on a chair waiting. 
He looks in his pockets for something which he cannot find. 
He starts to panic. He tries to stay calm. 

PAT I should have prepared for my job
interview. I rang the buzzer and they let me in and told
me to wait in this room. 
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My name is Pat, and I would like to work in Dunnes 
Stores. I need money to buy new PlayStation games.

I used to go to primary and secondary school and now 
I’m in college. My favourite subject is maths. I like 
figures, formulas and equations.  

I’ve done a lot of college modules to enable me to speak 
better English. 

This is my chance to get a lot of money. 

Another person enters and PAT gets really panicky again. 
He stands up and checks his pockets. The other person, 
KAREN, tries to get him to sit down.

PAT OMG, who are you?

KAREN  Em...who are you? Are you here  
about the job?

PAT Yes. I need a job. 

KAREN  I always come around this time of  
year in Ireland.

PAT I am afraid of you - why are you here?

KAREN  I came down to impress you. The hours 
are from 10.15am in the morning to 
2.30pm every day.

PAT I can work extra days and weekends as well.

KAREN  I am here to give you the job at this time. 
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PAT Well, you sound hungry. 

KAREN  I’d like to eat something.

PAT  Would you like to sit beside me?  
I’ve got some garlic.

KAREN Ah sure, I like your personality.

PAT I’ve found it! Just in case.

PAT takes out a small piece of garlic and holds it up.

KAREN I like it.

PAT Oh, really? 

KAREN I love Halloween every year.

PAT Will we go on a day out?

SCENE 6

LARRY and HARDLY, both 25, two friends standing outside 
a cinema in town. LARRY is wearing a cool cap. HARDLY is 
wearing a basic looking cap. 

HARDLY  Wow - that is one good- 
looking cap, man!

LARRY Yeah I know. Thanks.

HARDLY  Really good.
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LARRY Thanks.

HARDLY  Let me try it on?

LARRY Ah ah, this is mine.

HARDLY  Oh, come on, man - just one wear, please?

LARRY  Nooooo.

HARDLY  So, eh . . .   what film are we going to see?

LARRY You’ll love it. It’s going to be great.

HARDLY  What is it?

LARRY  It’s the best film ever.

HARDLY  I hope it’s not Bond.

LARRY  Why not?

HARDLY  I don’t like him.

LARRY  What? Are you serious?

HARDLY The new guy.

LARRY  Okay, but you do like Bond? Right? 
Timothy Dalton was an underrated 
Bond.

Pierce Brosnan was good too, especially in “GoldenEye”. His 
character is a little different, but he is sometimes faithful 
to the character in the novels, especially in “The World is 
not Enough”. He is ruthless until his final shitfest, “Die 
Another Day”, with invisible cars and all that useless crap.
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Roger Moore’s Bond was a bit of a goof, a bit of a... He 
didn’t really feel like a guy that would kill you. He would 
have done a lot of terrible things in the books, getting 
the job done - that makes him a killer. Ian Fleming 
said Bond isn’t a superhero.My favourite Bond is, and 
forever will be, Daniel Craig.

HARDLY  OK.

LARRY So, will we go in and see the film?

HARDLY  If you let me try on the hat.

LARRY takes off the hat and looks at it. He hands it to HARDLY. 
HARDLY takes off his own hat and tries on LARRY’s hat for 
size. It fits perfectly. He smiles, then he goes to take it off.

LARRY  You can have it. 

HARDLY  Really?

LARRY  Yeah, it’s yours.

HARDLY  Thanks, man!

They both walk off into the cinema.
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Fun In The Sun
Darren Crosbie  

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin 

     

I like to eat a bun

While out in the sun

It’s cheerful to have fun

In a cafe in the sun

I drink a cup of tea in the sun

And it’s fun while out in the sun.
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Friends 
Niamh Wilson 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

Rebecca is my best friend.

She has a lot of friends

Every Tuesday morning she does Zumba

She likes dancing

She lives in Clontarf and lives near the sea

There is a lovely coffee shop called Happy Out

She has no pets

She likes walking, baking and cooking

She likes everything

Independent woman
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A Great Holiday!
A play devised by 

The Wednesday Drama Group, 
The Little Duke Theatre, Duke Street, 

Drogheda, Co. Louth

     

Cast and Authors (in order of appearance)   

Annie  ............................................................................. Robyn Fitzgerald

Lizzie ........................................................................................Tracey Hynes

Elvis ....................................................................................Conor Halpenny

Buster ...................................................................................... Niall Gorham

Tony ....................................................................................... Conor O’Dowd

Jay ......................................................................................... Jason McGivern

Michelle ........................................................................................Karen Daly

Anthony .............................................................................David Brennan

Dave ................................................................................................Mark Reilly

Kevin ............................................................................................. Gerard Bird

Gerry ...................................................................................... Stephen Brady

Del Boy ..................................................................................... Byron Lynch

Gryffindor ...................................................................Gavin O’Sullivan

Charlie the Barman ..............................................Brendan O’Friel 
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Facilitated by The Little Duke Theatre/JJ Harrington and 
Brenda Gogan Harrington.

Thanks to all the support staff from St. John of Gods 
and Malta Services who supported the group during the 
devising and rehearsal process.

SCENE 1 Annie and Lizzie’s Café in Drogheda – February

SCENE 2 On the way to the airport – four months later

SCENE 3 On the flight to Benidorm

SCENE 4 At the airport in Benidorm

SCENE 5 At the hotel pool  
  – the first morning of the holiday 

SCENE 6 Mime sequence  
  (with full cast) of holiday activities 

SCENE 7 At the beach – The last day of the holiday 

SCENE 8 Holiday photos (projected on screen) 

SCENE 9 The hotel lobby

SCENE 10 The English pub          
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SCENE 1  

Annie’s & Lizzie’s Café in Drogheda. ANNIE is cleaning tables, 
and looking a bit fed up. Not very cheerful music plays in the 
background, and the sound effect of heavy rain falling outside. 
Her mobile phone rings.

ANNIE  Hello?

PHONE V.O.  Hello, is that Annie?

ANNIE  Yes.

PHONE V.O. It’s Byrne’s Travel Agents here. 
  You were inquiring about a holiday to Spain  
  in June?

ANNIE  Yeah.

PHONE V.O.  Well we can offer you a week in Benidorm  
  from the 7th June at the Hotel Playa which is  
  on the beach, all meals included, for just  
  under €800 each. How does that sound?

ANNIE  Great. We’ll take it!

ANNIE is now looking very happy. She changes the music to 
upbeat and Spanish – “Livin’ La Vida Loca” - turning up the 
volume and dancing around the tables. LIZZIE, in a chef’s hat 
and uniform comes in from the kitchen and turns down the 
music.
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LIZZIE What’s goin’ on?

ANNIE  I’ve booked our holiday. Benidorm,  
  7th June, Hotel Playa, on the Beach!

LIZZIE Yay! 

LIZZIE turns the music back up and they both start dancing 
again. ELVIS, TONY, JAY, BUSTER and MICHELLE come in. 
They are soaking wet. ANNIE and LIZZIE stop dancing, LIZZIE 
turns down the music and goes back to the kitchen.

ANNIE  Can you leave your umbrellas at the  
  door please?

ELVIS  Sure. Where would you like us to sit?

ANNIE  This table is fine.

(They sit.) 

BUSTER It’s a desperate day.

TONY  It really is. I’m glad Annie had a table for us.

BUSTER Can you imagine walking around the town  
  on a day like today?

MICHELLE We’d be soaked!
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ANTHONY, DAVE, KEVIN and GERRY come to the door of the café.

ANTHONY   Hi Annie. I hope you have a table for us.  
  We’re cold, wet and hungry!

ANNIE  You’re in luck. Last one. Over here.  
  Leave your umbrellas at the door.

ANTHONY Thanks Annie.

DAVE  That’s lucky!

KEVIN  It sure is. We don’t want to be walking 
  around on a day like today.

GERRY Let’s order. I’m starving.

ANTHONY I think I’ll have some soup to warm  
  myself up.

DAVE  Good idea!

KEVIN  Nothing like a nice bowl of warm soup  
  on a cold and wet February day.

GERRY I think I’ll have a burger and chips.

ANNIE has been taking the order from BUSTER and Co.  
She comes over to ANTHONY’s table. While she’s taking their 
order, DEL BOY and GRYFFINDOR come on.

DEL BOY  Come on, Gryff. Get in out of that rain.

GRYFFINDOR  It’s raining cats and dogs!
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ANNIE   Sorry guys. I’ve no tables free  
   at the moment.

DEL BOY  Aw, come on, Annie. We’re soaking 
   wet and it’s freezing cold out.

GRYFFINDOR  (Pretending to point a gun with his hand) 

   Stick them up and give us a table!

DEL BOY  Stop messing Gryff  
   – people will think you’re serious!

KEVIN   Hey Del Boy – you can sit with us.

ANTHONY  Yes – we’ll make room for you.

DEL BOY  Thanks guys.

GRYFFINDOR  Not much room!

DEL BOY  Sit down, Gryff and stop complaining.  
   We’re lucky to get seats at all.

GRYFFINDOR  Where’s the menu?

ANNIE waits for them to take a look at the menu.  
She is smiling to herself and swaying to the music.

DEL BOY  You’re looking very pleased  
   with yourself, Annie.

ANNIE   I am pleased with myself! I’ve just 
   booked my holiday at The Hotel 
   Playa, Benidorm in sunny Spain on 
   the 7th June. Something to look 
   forward to. 
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GRYFFINDOR   Big deal!

ANTHONY  Who did you book with Annie?

ANNIE   With Byrne’s Travel Agent.

She goes to get drinks. 

ANTHONY (Looking at his phone) There’s that holiday 
   Annie is going on. The hotel looks 
   lovely. I might book it myself.

KEVIN   Let’s see. Oh, it’s gorgeous.  
   Book me in!

GERRY  And me.

DAVE    Me too!

DEL BOY  (Looking at his phone)  Hey Gryff do you want 
   to go on holidays to Spain in June?

GRYFFINDOR  Sure. Why not? Go for it.

ANTHONY  We’re all booked!

DEL BOY  Us too!

They cheer.

ELVIS   Hey! What’s all the fuss about  
   over there?

KEVIN gets up and shows them his phone.

KEVIN   We’ve just booked a holiday at this 
   gorgeous hotel in Benidorm in June.
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MICHELLE  That’s a great idea. Something to look 
   forward to. We should do that.

TONY   She’s right. Let’s do it.

ELVIS   What’s it called again?

KEVIN   The Hotel Playa.

TONY, ELVIS, BUSTER & MICHELLE go on their phones.

ELVIS   Done! Viva España!  

They cheer. Everyone is excited now. They’re talking back and 
forth between the tables saying “It’ll be great!”, and “I can’t 
wait for it!”, etc. ANNIE comes back with drinks.

ANNIE   What’s going on here? You all look 
   very happy, all of a sudden.

BUSTER  We’ve booked our holidays in Spain!

DEL BOY  And guess what, Annie? We’re all 
   going to the same hotel, the same 
   week as you!

ANNIE   (sarcastically) Great…
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SCENE 2 

Four months later, a street in Drogheda, special effects of rain. 
We see a bus stop. One by one, or in twos BUSTER, TONY, JAY, 
MICHELLE, DEL BOY, GRYFFINDOR, ANNIE and LIZZIE come 
onstage pulling their suitcases behind them and stand at the 
bus stop. ANTHONY, KEVIN, DAVE and GERRY come onstage 
with their suitcases. Eight chairs represent a bus downstage 
right. Four chairs represent a car downstage left. ANTHONY 
opens the booth of the car and they all hurriedly put their 
suitcases in and get into the car as quickly as possible to get out 
of the rain.

ANTHONY  Those poor guys waiting in the rain 
   for the airport bus.

KEVIN   It was a good idea to take your car.

ANTHONY  Yes. We can leave it in the long-term 
   car park at the airport.

KEVIN   Great. So let’s get to the airport!

ANTHONY   And off to sunny Spain!

OTHERS  Off to sunny Spain!

They drive off. Lights and focus switch to the line of people 
standing in the rain waiting for the bus – all looking 
impatient. Lights up on BUS DRIVER in bus: it skids to a stop.

DRIVER (ELVIS) All aboard for the Costa del Sunshine!
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ALL are muttering and giving out to him as they get on the bus 
– “You’re dead late!” “What took you so long?” “We’re going 
to miss this flight!”, etc.

DRIVER (ELVIS) Buckle up everyone! Speedy Gonzales 
   will have you on your flight to the sun 
   in no time flat. I’ll get you there in my 
   Greased Lightning!

 DRIVER turns on his music – “Greased Lightning”. Group on 
bus mime, swerving from side to side as the bus speeds to the 
airport. They also join in with the chorus of the song. Focus 
switches to the occupants of the car. Sound effcts of car breaking 
down.

ANTHONY   Oh no! We’ve had a blow-out!

KEVIN   We’ll all help change the tyre.

ANTHONY  No we won’t – I haven’t got a spare.

OTHERS  What!

ANTHONY  I took it out so that we’d have room 
   for our cases.

OTHERS  Oh no!

KEVIN   There goes our holiday!

ANTHONY  I’ll call the AA and see how quickly 
   they can come.

Focus switches to the bus which has stopped beside the car.

DRIVER (ELVIS) You all right, guys?
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ANTHONY  No! We’ve no spare tyre! We have to 
   wait for the breakdown truck – 
   they’re going to take over an hour. 
   We’ll miss the flight.

DRIVER (ELVIS) No need for that. Leave the key 
   in the car and hop on with us.

ANTHONY  I can’t leave the key in the car!

KEVIN   Who’s going to take it?

ANTHONY  You’re right. Let’s go. I’ll call the AA 
   and tell them.

All on the bus now and singing “Greased Lightning” again. 
Soon after the bus skids to a halt.

DRIVER (ELVIS) Here we are everyone – Dublin 
   Airport! Next stop sunny Spain! 

SCENE 3 

On the flight: series of mimes, set to music.

SCENE 4 

Outside the airport in Benidorm, The group are standing 
around with their suitcases.

ANTHONY  That was a nice flight.

KEVIN   Let’s hope the hotel bus turns up on 
   time.
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A minibus pulls up with a screech of brakes. It’s the same 
DRIVER as on the airport bus in Dublin – wearing sunglasses 
and speaking Spanish!

DRIVER (ELVIS) Hola! 

All   Hola!

BUSTER  Is this the bus for the Hotel Playa?

DRIVER (ELVIS) Si. Si. La Hotel Playa. Vamos! Vamos!  

They all clamber on and the DRIVER takes off at speed. He 
turns up the music – The Gypsy Kings’ “Bamboleo”.  The 
scene replicates the scene on the Dublin bus as the DRIVER 
speeds along and they all swerve from side to side in their 
seats. Finally, the bus screeches to a stop as they’re all thrown 
forwards and back.

DRIVER (ELVIS) La Hotel Playa!

SCENE 5 

ANNIE and LIZZIE come onstage. The setting is by the pool at 
the hotel. It is the morning of the first day of the holiday. There 
are two tables with sun umbrellas and chairs around them. A 
WAITER—the DRIVER from the bus—is preparing the tables. 
The women are dressed in men’s oversized clothing.)

WAITER (ELVIS) Buenos Dias!
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The WAITER gives them a big smile and pulls out their chairs 
for them. ANNIE and LIZZIE look at each other as if to say “Is 
that the same guy as on the bus?”

ANNIE   (To MICHELLE) Don’t tell me… you 
   got the wrong suitcase too.

MICHELLE  Yeahh… I don’t know how, but 
   I’ve ended up with one of the lad’s 
   cases. I had to put something on to 
   come down.

ANNIE   Yeah us too. Those fellas just grabbed 
   any suitcase. I had a red ribbon on 
   mine and I knew the one I was left 
   with wasn’t the right one.

LIZZIE   I hope they’re not going to wear any of 
   our gear.

ANNIE   Yeah. We’d better find out which 
   rooms they’re in.

LIZZIE  Uh-oh! Too late!

ANTHONY, DAVE, KEVIN and BUSTER all come onstage 
wearing women’s beach clothes.

ANNIE   Hey! That’s my T-shirt!

ANTHONY  I had to put something on!

ANNIE   And they’re my leggings you’re 
   squeezed into!

KEVIN   I think they’re a very good fit!



48

MICHELLE  If you’ve ripped my dress, you can 
   buy me another one.

BUSTER  Well that’s my T-shirt you’re 
   wearing.

DAVE   You took our cases.

ANNIE   WE took YOUR cases…Youse were the 
   ones who rushed in and grabbed the 
   first cases you could find!

LIZZIE  Anyway, there’s no point in arguing. 
   Let’s all go back up and swap cases.

ANTHONY   (To KEVIN) I kinda like this colour on 
   me…

KEVIN   Yeahh...It really suits you!

They all go off to get changed. DEL BOY, GRYFFINDOR, and 
TONY come onstage. They’re in their own clothes, bright and 
summery. The WAITER greets them and pulls out their chairs - 
they also do a double-take.

WAITER (ELVIS) Buenos Dias!

All   Buenos Dias!

DEL BOY  I always love the first morning of a 
   holiday, when you get up and the sun 
   is bursting in the window.

GRYFFINDOR  And it’s lovely and warm.
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TONY   It’s gorgeous here.

DEL BOY  Yeah. It looks like a nice pool.  
   I’m dying to get in for a swim.

GRYFFINDOR  Breakfast first!

WAITER (ELVIS) Si Si. Breakfast coming! (He goes off.)

DEL BOY  The beach is lovely too. I had a look 
   last night.

GRYFFINDOR  We can go shopping.

DEL BOY  Yeah we can. The town is really close. 
   We can have our lunch there, and a 
   beer.

GRYFFINDOR  Watching everyone go by.

DEL BOY  You’re not saying anything, Tony.  
   Do you like it?

TONY   I love it...I love everything.  
   I’d like to stay here forever.

The others come back on. They are all wearing the right 
clothes.

ANNIE   Now we can really start our holiday!

SCENE 6  

A series of mimed scenes: the group mime different things that 
people do on holiday while upbeat Spanish music plays in the 
background.
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SCENE 7

It’s the last full day of the holiday.  The group are sitting on 
beach chairs looking out to sea. The WAITER is serving drinks 
to everyone.

ANNIE   Last chance to get the sun.

MICHELLE  It’s gone so fast. I can’t believe we go 
   back tomorrow.

ANNIE   Time always goes fast when you’re 
   having fun.

ANTHONY  It’s been great but it’ll be nice to get 
   home too.

DEL BOY  I can’t wait to see my mam.

ANNIE   Me too, and my dad. I even miss my 
   sister and my brothers.

LIZZIE  I miss my boyfriend.

GRYFFINDOR  I miss my dog.

TONY   I wish I didn’t have to go back.

OTHERS  What! Are you serious? 

TONY   It’s so beautiful here. It’s going to 
   be cold at home and everyone’s going 
   to be busy and in a rush. Everyone is 
   so relaxed here.

DEL BOY  That’s because everyone is on 
   holiday.
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TONY   Not everyone.

ANNIE   What would you do if you didn’t go 
   back? You’d be out of money.

ANTHONY  And you’d have no friends here.

LIZZIE   Oh, I’d hate not knowing anyone.

TONY   I could get a job and make new 
   friends.

KEVIN   Easier said than done.

TONY   I’ve already made a new friend...

OTHERS  Ooooooooooo!

TONY   Her name is Rita. She lives here with 
   her parents. I really like her.

KEVIN   That’s great, Tony.

DEL BOY  Not so great if you have to go home.

LIZZIE  Well, I think it’s great to go on 
   holiday but it’s great to go home too.

TONY   I’m going for a walk…See you all later.

SCENE 8

Slides of typical summer holiday scenes are projected onto 
screen as TONY walks about the town. The slides are full of 
colour – people shopping in the open air market, eating ice 
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cream on the beach, having exotic drinks around a table, the 
sun glistening on the sea, white Spanish buildings etc. The 
photos fade, TONY exits and the group come on.

SCENE 9 

The hotel lobby.

JAY   Have you seen Tony?

KEVIN   No. Has he not been with you?

JAY   No. I haven’t seen him since this 
morning.

ANTHONY  I hope he’s alright. He seemed a bit 
   down.

ANNIE   (To WAITER) Oh Excuse me!  
   Have you seen our friend Tony today?

WAITER (ELVIS) Yes! I see him everywhere! On the 
   beach, in the mercado, in the town. 
   Walking! Walking! Walking!

LIZZIE  You’ve no idea where he might be 
   now?

WAITER (ELVIS) Maybe English Pub!

OTHERS  The English Pub – where’s that?

WAITER (ELVIS) Follow me!

They follow him off.
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SCENE 10 

The English pub. TONY walks in. CHARLIE THE BARMAN is 
behind the bar and sees TONY coming in and sitting down.

CHARLIE  What can I get you?

TONY   A Diet Coke, please.

CHARLIE  Okey dokey.

TONY looks serious and sad as he sits alone.  
CHARLIE brings his drink.

CHARLIE  You’re looking very pensive for 
   someone on holiday.

TONY   Not for long on holiday  
   – we have to go back tomorrow.

CHARLIE  Ah well. It’s always good to get home 
   and see the oul’ sod again.

TONY   No, it won’t be. That’s the problem  
   – I don’t want to go home.

CHARLIE  Oh… problems at home?

TONY   No. Nothing like that. I just don’t 
   want to go home. I like it here. It’s 
   bright and sunny, not grey and 
   miserable like it is at home.

CHARLIE  Ah well...it takes more than nice 
   weather to make you happy.

TONY   Everyone is nice and relaxed here. 



54

CHARLIE  Not everyone is on holiday.  
   Some of us have to work here too.

TONY   Yeah but I bet it’s nicer to work here 
   than it is at home. Have you been here 
   long?

CHARLIE  Oh a good few years now. I used to 
   come here on holidays to get away 
   from the grindstone and then I took 
   early retirement.

TONY   What did you do back home?

CHARLIE  Believe it or not, I was a Garda.

TONY   No way!

CHARLIE  Yeah. Good training for running a bar! 
   Anyway, I’m sure you’d miss your 
   family.

TONY   I would but they could come  
   and visit me.

CHARLIE  But would they be happy with that?

TONY   No. That’s the trouble. I always end 
   up doing what other people want me 
   to do. I never get to do what I really 
   want to do myself.

CHARLIE  And tell me… do you have a job at 
   home?

TONY   Believe it or not...I work in a bar!
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CHARLIE  Ah go on!

They both laugh.

CHARLIE  So you know all about the ups and 
   downs of working with the general 
   public.

TONY   Oh yes!

They laugh. Just then the others come barging in.

DEL BOY  There you are, Tony.  
   We were worried about you.

ANTHONY  All that talk about not going home!

TONY   I don’t want to go home.

LIZZIE  You have to go home.  
   What would your family say?

ANNIE   And what would you do for a livin’?

KEVIN   Crazy idea!

CHARLIE  As a matter of fact… it’s not so crazy! 
   I was about to offer my friend here a 
   few months of bar work during the 
   busy season.

TONY   Are you serious?

CHARLIE  We’d have to organize a few things, 
   but I’ll look into it. It would be good 
   to get your family on board with the 
   idea.
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TONY   Yes. It would! This is great!

DEL BOY  I can’t believe it Tony.  
   It looks like you’ll get your wish  
   after all.

ANTHONY  This calls for a celebration.

CHARLIE  Drinks on the house!

The BARMAN and the WAITER open bottles of bubbly and 
pour drinks for everyone as the music begins to play.

WAITER (ELVIS) (Making a toast) 
   Chin-Chin everyone!

All   (Raising Glasses) Chin-Chin!

WAITER (ELVIS) To a great holiday!

All   YAY!!!

Music is turned up - “Livin’ la Vida Loca” - the WAITER starts 
dancing, and all join in.

THE END
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Me and Greg 
Fergal Healy 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

Greg is cool, Greg is my best friend 

and Philip Malone. 

We walk up to the

Rock Fields Park together. 

We are very close

We talk on FaceTime every evening at around 5.30

And meet up as friends.
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Rebecca
Rebecca McGonagle 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

Really like my key worker Laura

Every day she helps me, respects me

Bubbly all the time

Every day she is always nice to me and good at her job

Coming into Prosper Fingal for the laugh

Craic is so much fun

Always punctual
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Dragons in Dublin 
Sam Thompson 

WALK , 1 Longmile Road,  
Walkinstown, Dublin 12

     

Where we come from is a part of us, just as we are a part 
of it. My friends and I come from Dublin. My name is 
James ‘Jim’ Stone, and my best friend’s name is Bolt… 
and he’s a dragon. That’s right, you heard me, a dragon, 
they exist. 

It all started when my friends and I found an abandoned 
cave and in it was a glowing green portal, and from it 
the dragons came. We were freaked out at first, but soon 
figured out they’re awesome. Bolt is a dark blue lightning 
dragon. My friend Mike got a green wind dragon named 
Breeze. The twins, the cool-headed Patrick and the hot-
headed Sarah got a fiery red dragon named South and his 
brother the jay blue North. And the gentle giant Cisco got 
a rhino-like dragon named Charge. 

At first it was awesome watching football from above 
Croke Park, beating the traffic to Bray, and rolling up and 
down O’Connell Street from the sky. But we soon learned 
that the dragons weren’t the only thing coming through; 
ogres, hogs and ghouls of all kinds started coming 
through the portal and we were the only ones that could 
stop them. 
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Our biggest battle was this monstrous black dragon with 
green fire that came through, we called it the Death 
Screamer. Bolt and I managed to stop it by driving it 
up into the storm clouds where Bolt charged up on the 
lightning and blasted it to smithereens. 

I’m the leader and it gets to me sometimes but then I’m 
reminded that I’m not alone. As long as my friends and I 
stick together, the sky is never the limit. 
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My Pal Mr. Healy
Greg McCann 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street, 
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

Fergal is an important person to me.

I can hear soccer when I’m out walking

I can see green grass, it smells nice

I like my walks with Fergal

Every Thursday we go out

Warm hugs like sunshine

Makes me feel very fine.
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This Voice 
Yvonne Dardis 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street, 
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

We use our voices to help us speak and sing

There is a programme on the television called The Voice

Some people use their voice for talking

Some people use their voices for the choir

And the people like Rose on Strictly have

To do sign language to help her speak
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Cafe Conversations
A play by

Adam Ryan, Elizabeth Durowoju,  
Cian Mc Evoy, Jordan Ryan,  

Jordan Mahony, Grace Kearney,  
Caitlin Boyle, Chloe Collins,  

Amy Campbell & Keisha Byrne

Childvision Lifelong Learning 
Department, Grace Park Road, 

Drumcondra, Dublin 9

     

SCENE 1

A café on the grounds of All Hallows Campus in Drumcondra. 
An old 19th-century building. It’s a good value café, not too 
expensive but not too cheap. Won’t break the bank. There’s a 
warm, comfortable atmosphere. It’s generally busy there and 
can sometimes be so packed that it’s hard to get a seat. There 
are really nice wooden chairs with armrests and couches, 
and extra chairs and tables outside the café in a conservatory 
area. They play a bit of everything - relaxed hip-hop music, 
classical, meditation and easy listening.
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Mid-morning. It’s a nice, sunny day. Birds are chirping in 
the trees. There’s a lovely breeze. The sun’s out and it’s nice 
and warm. 

ANDREW walks into All Hallows Cafe and looks around. His 
godmother JEAN waves to him.

JEAN Andrew, Andrew, over here!

ANDREW comes over and they sit down together.

ANDREW Hi!

BENNY is at a nearby table.

BENNY Here, bud, any chance of a penny?

JEAN Oh, it’s you! I thought you were in prison.

BENNY I got out of prison. I’m not going to attack 
anyone this time. I learnt my lesson. I’d 
still like a penny, if you don’t mind. 

JEAN You’re not getting one.

ANDREW is nervous.

ANDREW I’m sorry - I don’t have one.

COLM, the café manager, sees what happened. 

COLM Stop asking people for money, bud!
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BENNY I can’t help but ask for money. I have none. 
I’ve no place to go. What if I need to buy 
something I really need?

BENNY stands up and goes over into a secluded corner and 
sits moping. JEAN watches her old friend storm off. 

JEAN He does seem to have changed.

ANDREW Is everything OK? 

ANDREW is nervous but he wants to smooth things over. He 
goes up to BENNY.

ANDREW I’m sorry for my godmother and for what 
happened earlier. Would you mind if I 
bought you a coffee?

BENNY Here, bud, you sit down. I’ll buy it for you.

BENNY goes to the counter and gets a coffee for ANDREW 
and JEAN.

JEAN Thank you. Would you like to sit with us 
again?

BENNY Yeah, sure. OK. Sorry for causing so much 
trouble over the years. I feel really bad 
about it. I won’t try to cause any more 
trouble for anyone again.
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JEAN Apology accepted - let’s move on.

ANDREW Here, if me and my godmother are going 
out again, would you like to join us 
sometime?

BENNY Good stuff.

SCENE 2

All Hallows Café, early afternoon. 

DONNA and JESSICA decide to become proper friends again. 
They talk, and tell each other about current times. JESSICA 
tells DONNA about her new career; she is no longer a model 
now, she is an English teacher.

DONNA So good to see you again, Jess.

JESSICA You too, Don. I’m sorry for all this time we 
missed.

DONNA opens her arms, and wraps them around JESSICA’S 
shoulders.

DONNA  We all lose contact, girl - don’t worry 
about it. But tell me, why did it happen?

JESSICA  Oh, well, you know, busy life catches up 
with you… I have a job as a teacher now, 
and my students are really hard ones.

DONNA  How is that so?
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JESSICA  They’re not doing their homework on 
time, and they’re very rude to me. They 
call me names, and they have no respect 
for me.

DONNA  Why don’t you expel them?

JESSICA  I would love to, but their parents beg me 
to keep them, as they’re not able to find 
any other school.

DONNA hugs JESSICA.

DONNA  You know, that’s their problem, so you 
should tell the parents that you are kicking 
them out one way or another. You can’t 
keep putting upwith that, because if you 
let them go on like that, they would grow 
uplike that, and before they even leave the 
school, they will be pushingyou around. 
Do you want that to happen?

JESSICA  No, I don’t. I guess you are right, Donna - 
I do need to get more strict.

DONNA  Let’s see you do that. I don’t want my best 
friend being pushed around by a bunch of 
good-for-nothing kids. Please go off and 
think about this.

JESSICA  Yes, I will, Don. Goodbye now - I must go 
home.

DONNA  Bye, Jess - see you again.
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DONNA hugs JESSICA. JESSICA goes.

SCENE 3

All Hallows Café. Four p.m.

SUSAN moved to New Orleans, met CHRIS, and got married. 
They are back in Ireland on holidays. They’ve been going for 
walks and out for dinner and shopping. SUSAN lied to CHRIS 
about PADDY, a previous boyfriend of hers from when she 
lived in Ireland.

PADDY Ah, howiya Susan, long time no see! How 
are you doing, chick?

CHRIS Don’t talk to my wife like that.

PADDY Eh, sorry. I didn’t mean to talk to your wife 
like that. Look, we were very good friends 
in college.

SUSAN We were dating for a few years before I 
moved to New Orleans.

CHRIS OK. Sorry about that.

CHRIS calms down a bit.

SUSAN Paddy, would you like to go out for a walk 
and for dinner or anything?



73

CHRIS pretends to get a phone call. 

CHRIS We’ll be there in a minute. Paddy, if you 
don’t mind, it’s a date for Susan and me. 
I booked a table for two. It’s our wedding 
anniversary.

 

SUSAN What table? I didn’t know we booked a 
table.

CHRIS It was meant to be a surprise.

PADDY I’ll see you later then, Susan.

SUSAN See you later.

PADDY heads off.

CHRIS Woah, woah, woah. Where do you think 
you’re going later? Are you sidling off to 
see that freak?

SUSAN No. What’s the matter, honey? Darling, 
why are you being so harsh? 

CHRIS Yeah, but. I married you.

SUSAN I want to see Paddy while I’m here. It’s not 
till much later on. 

CHRIS Right, do you want to go back to the hotel 
and go for a drink?



74

SUSAN Yeah, sounds good. Do you want to hear a 
funny joke?

CHRIS Sure.

SUSAN Why did you sneeze today? Because it was 
“a-choo-sday”.

CHRIS cheers up a bit. SUSAN is happy as well. SUSAN and 
CHRIS leave the café. 

SCENE 4

It’s late afternoon and there’s a handful of people in the 
cosy All Hallows café. COLM is seated near the counter and is 
waiting nervously for EMILY to arrive.

COLM sees EMILY and whistles to try to grab her attention. 
EMILY comes over and sits down in front of him. 

COLM Hi, how are you doing?

EMILY Coola boola. How’s things with you?

COLM You look pretty today and your perfume 
smells nice. 

EMILY Oh, thank you very much. 

COLM You’re welcome. Could you just remind 
me again what you do for a living?

EMILY Oh, I work as a music teacher. 
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COLM Right, yeah, I love music.

EMILY I work with classical music, not pop music. 
Would you like me to sing for you?

COLM Ah sure, go on!

EMILY starts singing an opera song. When she’s finished, 
COLM leans forward and gives her a hug.

COLM That was beautiful. You sounded like an 
angel with bells to me. 

EMILY Oh, well, thank you, but may I ask a 
question?

COLM Yeah, what’s up?

EMILY I’m just curious, why have you asked me 
here? What’s this about?

COLM Ehm, I don’t know how to say this but I 
kind of fancy you.

EMILY Oh, do you really?

COLM Eh yes, I do…do you like me?

EMILY Well yes, I do…kind of. What I mean is, 
you’re nice.

COLM Thank you. Would you like to go out on a 
date with me sometime?

EMILY Let me get back to you on that.
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SCENE 5

All Hallows café, evening time. The lights are dimmed and 
a disco light has been put up. There are a couple of balloons 
and streamers up around the room. There’s a banner that 
says “Happy 62nd Birthday, Paddy!”

CHRIS Now, I don’t want you to go kissing him.

SUSAN I can do what I like - you can’t stop me!

They glare at each other and turn their heads away. ANDREW 
enters the café, swaggering in and checking his hair. 

ANDREW Yo, what’s up, Benny? What you doing?

BENNY You know what bud? I’m DJing tonight!

ANDREW Will you play me some Bon Jovi?

BENNY I can sing it for you…

ANDREW Eh, no way…no, thanks.

JEAN comes over to them.

JEAN Hi, boys, you look nice tonight. Benny, I 
like your shirt. Andrew, I like how you’ve 
done your haircut, dear.

ANDREW Oh, well, thanks.

BENNY Jean, your hair looks nice as well, and I 
like the dress you’ve got on.

ANDREW You’re looking stylish.
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ANDREW, JEAN, and BENNY continue to talk. COLM 
approaches DAVE, the café owner.

COLM Hey, boss, can I ask you something?

Slight pause.

DAVE Sure. What is it?

COLM Well…it’s about Sarah.

DAVE And what about her?

COLM The thing is, I kind of miss having Sarah’s 
company in the café. And, of course, it’s 
our friend Paddy’s birthday, and I think 
he would like to have her here too. If not 
for any other time, at least for tonight, 
could you consider letting her in?

DAVE The reason she wasn’t allowed in was 
because she was breaking my rules. 

COLM Well, yes, I’m aware of that, sir. But just 
for tonight, would you mind letting her 
in? We’ll make sure that people keep their 
distance. 

DAVE considers COLM’S words and finally answers.  

DAVE OK. I’ll consider letting her in for just one 
night.
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SUSAN Wait, where’s the birthday man? He 
should be here, shouldn’t he? Isn’t he 
aware of this?

COLM Not to worry. I’m sure he’s just getting 
ready.  I’ll give him a call and everything 
will be OK.

COLM leaves the café to pick up PADDY. EMILY and TANYA 
are sitting in a quiet corner, chatting amongst themselves. 
ANDREW wanders over.

ANDREW What’s up, ladies? Can I sit with you?

EMILY Eh, sure.

ANDREW Hi, I’m Andrew. Do you know my 
godmother Jean?

TANYA Oh, you’re Jean’s godson?

ANDREW Yes, that is correct. I am.

COLM walks in with PADDY. Everybody shouts ‘Surprise!’ 
PADDY looks absolutely shocked.

PADDY (to COLM) Here, what’s all this about?

COLM Happy birthday, old friend.

PADDY Hey, you! I’m not old, how dare you!

SUSAN gives PADDY a kiss on the cheek and wishes him 
happy birthday.
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CHRIS What are you doing?

SUSAN What? I’m only greeting my friend and 
wishing him a happy birthday. What is so 
wrong with that? You’re not acting the 
way you normally are, so please stop it.

CHRIS I’m sorry. I was worried that you were still 
in love with him.

SUSAN Stop worrying about that - I love you and 
no one else.

SUSAN gets up and leaves the table. She goes over to DONNA. 
DONNA gives her mam a hug.

DONNA You OK, Mum?

SUSAN Yes, dear. Just Mommy and Daddy having 
a bit of a tiff. It’ll be OK soon.

DONNA Would you like a glass of red wine?

SUSAN Yes, dear. I’d love one.

CHRIS spots his wife and daughter. He sighs and goes over to 
BENNY. BENNY is playing “Bad” by Michael Jackson.

CHRIS Listen, Benny. Me and the wife had a bit 
of a fall out. I just want to do something 
to make it up to her. I know you don’t like 
to take requests. Just this once, could you 
take this request?
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BENNY Oh, dude. I’m really sorry about that. I can 
do that for you. Which song would you 
like?

CHRIS “Grace” by Jim McCann. We heard it on 
our first date and we danced to it at our 
wedding. It’ll make her happy. We haven’t 
played it in years. I just want to make her 
happy again. Would you mind playing it 
for me, please?

BENNY This is a special request.

BENNY plays the song. CHRIS goes over to SUSAN.

CHRIS  Look, there already is someone here who 
loves you.

COLM sees ANDREW and EMILY talking and goes over to 
them.

COLM  What is going on over here? You’se weren’t 
talking before, why are you’se talking 
now?

ANDREW I just wanted to say hi. Look, lad, I wasn’t 
trying anything, I swear. I was just going 
over to say hi.

COLM Oh, OK.
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ANDREW goes over to JEAN.

EMILY  How about we be friends and see where 
this goes?

COLM How about a dance? 
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Seasons 
Aoife O’Sullivan 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

I love listening to the sweet music of the park

And think of the beauty in nature around us

Walking in the park with family

I see the seasons of mists and its mellow fruits 
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My Bike
Sorcha McSwiney 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

I’m on a bike on Griffith Avenue

I’m smiling and the sun is shining

It is me.

I like my bike

I see

brown

red

green

I am

happy

This makes me happy

I like my bike

I feel good when I exercise

This photo was in summertime

My key worker took the photo of me.
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The Mystery of 
Walkinstown Green

WALK Group 
WALK, 1 Longmile Road,  
Walkinstown, Dublin  12

     

The year 2040

I wonder if I’ll ever fit in, thinks Josh. He is in the 
Green Kitchen in Walkinstown, having a coffee and a 
big breakfast. He can’t understand why nobody can 
remember him. Sarah spies on Josh for a while and then 
approaches him. 

“I know you!” she says, enthusiastically. 

“I don’t believe we’ve met…” says Josh. 

“I know your family,” says Sarah. “I sent for you.”

“What do you mean?” asks Josh. 

“Well, you know that little present we sent you?”

“Yes?”

“That was a time machine.”

“Time machines aren’t real, what do you mean?”
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A woman walks into the café and sits at the next table. 
Little does Sarah know it’s Josh’s mum – she is meeting 
a friend. She overhears them chatting.

“Hi… you look familiar,” says Josh’s mum, to Josh.

“…Mam?” says Josh.

“I’m not your ma.” 

“I have photos of you though–”

“Josh, can we talk outside?” says Sarah. “There are some 
things you need to catch up on before you say anything more. 
“

‘Okay, sorry, excuse me,’ says Josh.

Once they’re outside, Sarah starts talking. “Your mother 
has the first element of the time machine, and it can 
get you anywhere through time. You can send people 
or objects through time. A side-effect is memory loss, 
that’s why you’re confused as to how you got here. And 
there’s something about your mum you need to know. 
She gained the power of telekinesis.”

“But why doesn’t she know who I am?”

“Because you’re not born yet.”

As they’re talking about time travel, Josh’s mum 
overhears. By now they’re in Walkinstown Park, sitting 
down on one of the benches. Josh’s mum walks past and 
overhears them. And she says, ‘How do you know about 
time travel?’

“I’ve been back from the future, looking for you,” 
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says Josh. “I was sent to protect you. A super 
villain organization called SWAMP aka The Sinister 
Wrongdoers Against Mankind’s Preservation are trying 
to get you.”

One of the SWAMP villains is watching them from afar. 
The time machine is the size of a watch, and it’s on 
Josh’s wrist.

“I’m one of the seven people who doesn’t need a time 
machine to travel through time,” says Sarah. “I keep the 
other six people secret. And just to let you know, I am 
technically part of the SWAMP villains, but I don’t agree 
with their agenda. I want to help you to try to get away, 
and to save my dignity. I really want to help you and 
your mam…”

To be continued…
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A Run
James Murphy 

Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  
Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

I go for a run and I feel grateful

For trees in the fresh air

I see lots of people running and walking and smiling

I smile too

The run feels good

I saw squirrels in the trees
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Donna’s Baby: Dublin 
in the Rare Old Times

A play by Jean Glynn, Yvonne Byrne, 
Tamara O’Donoghue, Marie Brennan, 

Nicola King & Judy Graham 
 

Central Remedial Clinic (CRC)  
Coolock Local Centre, Vernon Avenue, 

Clontarf, Dublin 3

     

SCENE 1

A town in County Dublin, Ireland in the 1950s.  
The rare old times.

The chipper, Friday night. A clean, nice place with the 
smell of chips. Although it’s very busy, there’s a friendly 
atmosphere.

DONNA That was a great movie.  
Now we’re going to the chipper.

HARRY Are you hungry?

DONNA Starving.

HARRY We’ll have to queue.

DONNA That’s all right.
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Pause.

DONNA Harry, I have to tell my grandmother.

HARRY You don’t have to tell her everything.

DONNA Look, we’ll leave it for a while.

HARRY Are you free to stay out after the dance 
tonight?

DONNA Well, if I’m not back by 12, I’m locked out 
or I’ll get the holy water.

HARRY Ah you’ll stand outside for a while, but 
they’ll let you in eventually.

DONNA Meanwhile, I’ll be freezing.

DONNA and HARRY are at the top of the line. There’s two or 
three staff behind the counter.

MARIO Move, move, move. Now, how can I help 
you?

DONNA Fish and chips, please.

MARIO There’s your food, now don’t put it out 
around the door.

DONNA Sure, we’ll be around.
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DONNA and HARRY take their chips and stand outside the 
chipper, eating their chips. MARIO comes out from behind 
the counter and stands with them.

MARIO Are you going to the dance at the end of 
the street?

DONNA Course I am.

HARRY I’m going as well.

MARIO Do you think I’ll get a girlfriend at the 
dance?

DONNA We’ll have a look around for you anyway.

HARRY Someone will ask you.

MARIO goes back in behind the counter and keeps working.

DONNA On Sunday afternoon, we’ll go to the 
house and tell Granny.

HARRY We’ve done our best and we’ll probably 
get a place of our own. I have a good job. 
That’s it.

DONNA We’ll get out and look for a place of our 
own.

HARRY Now, we can’t spend all our money on the 
house.

DONNA I can get a loan of a few bob from a friend, 
there’s no hurry about it.
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HARRY I’m bringing in good money, so we 
should have enough until we get the loan.

DONNA I have a pram - it’s in very good 
condition. We can use that.

HARRY We have to get a house first, before a 
pram to put in it!

DONNA We can’t be hanging around anymore. 
Look, Granny probably knows, but I’m 
going to do the right thing and tell her.

DONNA and HARRY head down the road to the dance. The 
pair of them are more at ease. MARIO catches up and goes 
off with them.

SCENE 2

Mary’s shop, Thursday morning. There’s a big display 
window. On the window, it says: “We sell all the different 
things you buy!”

On the shelves, there’s washing powders, tea, sugar, as well 
as other products for eating. Canned tuna, smoked salmon, 
sugar, butter, milk, digestive biscuits and fancy chocolate 
cakes. Behind the counter, there are bars of chocolate, wine 
gums and jelly sweets. There are minerals - orange and 
lemonade - in the fridge. Bananas come once a week. 

You can bump into people here on a Thursday, and stop to 
have a chat.

FRED Good morning, Mary!
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MARY Morning Fred, how are you?

FRED I’m alright, not too bad. What is there on 
offer?

MARY What we have in this week is—

FRED Do you have any wine?

MARY Well, if you want it, yes. Take a bottle and 
you’ll be lucky.

FRED Thanks very much.

FRED puts the money for the wine on the counter and leaves 
the shop. The shop door opens and DONNA enters.

MARY Good morning! Are you here for your 
shopping?

DONNA I only want a few things.

DONNA has a look at the shelves.

MARY It’s great to see you and Harry doing 
everything for yourselves. Any plans?

DONNA He has a bit of a job and he’s lucky.

Pause. DONNA lowers her voice.
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DONNA Mary, I hate to ask you. Could you give me 
a loan of a few pounds and I’ll pay it back 
by the week?

The door bursts open and two or three children from the 
town run in. They stand looking at the sweets behind the 
counter.

MARY Donna, it’s not good to talk here. We’ll go 
out on my break and have a cup of coffee.

SCENE 3

DONNA and MARY go to the café just across the road, 
Peacock Café. They serve coffee and tea and buns. It’s a bit 
of an upmarket place. People are yapping. Women come in 
and out with their shopping.

DONNA and MARY each get a cup of tea and a plate of chips.

DONNA I have to tell you something.  
I’m pregnant.

MARY Fair play to you. I’ll help you any way  
I can.

DONNA I’m looking for a few hundred,  
to get carpets and some furniture.

MARY No problem, I understand.

DONNA I’ll pay it back.
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MARY Do the best you can. As long as you’re all 
right, why don’t you work in the shop?

DONNA Oh, that’s great! Thank you very much!

SCENE 4

Mass on Saturday afternoon. It’s very busy; all the people 
from town are out and about. There are two masses on, one 
at the top of the road and one at the bottom. If you’re late 
for mass at one, you can go to the other. 

MARY There’s a baby on the way.

ANNA Mary, this is a wonderful thing.  
It’s great news. 

MARY Well, it’s all out now.

ANNA Mary, it’s on the way, nothing I can do 
about it. It’s great. 

MARY Well, if he’s living with her,  
he has his mind made up. 

ANNA What about marriage? 

MARY When will the wedding be?

ANNA After the baby is born.  
They’ll think about it.
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DONNA and HARRY are close by and have overheard this. 
They approach MARY and ANNA.

HARRY We’ll sort it out.

FRED  You’d better sort it out sooner rather 
than later, that’s for sure!

ANNA I don’t think everybody should be talking 
about this.

DONNA We’ll go on our way. 

HARRY Things will work out and then we’ll talk 
about it.

FRED Ah, let them go on.

SCENE 5

BRIDIE’S house; the sitting room. It is a cosy room in a neat 
and tidy house. It is evening time, during autumn. 

Flowery wallpaper. Television up on the wall. There is a 
couch against the wall and a sideboard. A picture of the 
Sacred Heart, and pictures of the family on the walls. There 
is a lit fire. There are briquettes in a basket next to the 
fireplace.

DONNA and BRIDIE are having a talk between themselves. 

DONNA Granny, I’m going to have a baby...and 
I’m happy.
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BRIDIE gives her granddaughter a hug.

BRIDIE I’ll say a prayer for you.

DONNA I’m delighted that I’ve told you.  
I felt nervous about telling you.

BRIDIE I’m very happy for you.

DONNA Will we have a cup of tea and a biscuit?

DONNA and BRIDIE have a cup of tea.  
The door opens and JOE enters.

BRIDIE Hello, how are you getting on?

JOE I went for a walk. And now I’m back.

BRIDIE How was your walk?

JOE Ah, it wasn’t too bad. Just went for  
an aul’ walk.

BRIDIE Is that all you did?

JOE I’ll have a cup of tea now, and then it’s 
time for bed.

JOE stands up and leaves the room.

DONNA Thank God he’s gone.

BRIDIE I thought he’d never leave. It’s time to go 
to bed. 
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DONNA I’ll tell him in a couple of weeks.

BRIDIE I’m delighted. When is the baby due?

DONNA  In the spring. Good night.

They tidy the things away in the kitchen and put out the 
fire. They go to bed. 

SCENE 6

BRIDIE’S house; the sitting room. It’s springtime and 
HARRY has moved in to live with BRIDIE and DONNA and 
the new baby.

The people from town all arrive to see the baby. They’re in 
the sitting room and the baby is in a cot.

DONNA Ah, you’re a beautiful baby - beautiful!

ANNA and MARY enter. MARY has come in  
with some baby clothes.

MARY Here’s a little present for the baby. Big 
congratulations!

ANNA I’m delighted. Congratulations!

ANNA has brought a card containing a few bob.
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DONNA Thanks very much. I’m so happy.

BRIDIE comes in with a pot of tea.

BRIDIE Thank you all very much.

ANNA Have you thought about a house or 
anything?

HARRY It’s not easy now that we have a baby as 
well.

DONNA God, that’d be marvellous, but in a couple 
of months. We’re not in a hurry.

BRIDIE There’s no hurry on us.

HARRY Maybe if we all win the Lotto. 

MARY The baby is gorgeous.

ANNA All babies are lovely. What did you call 
him?

DONNA Jason.

HARRY I think that’s a nice name. We are 
overwhelmed  with joy with this lovely, 
healthy baby.

DONNA I named him after an uncle that passed 
away years ago.

BRIDIE That’s absolutely great. It’s a lovely 
name.



104



105

This is  
The Botanic Gardens 

James Murphy 
Prosper Fingal, Strand Street,  

Skerries, Co. Dublin

     

I see the red flowers, pink flowers, orange flowers,  
pink flowers, blue flowers

A tree with a pink shrubs on it, and other gardens  
and other trees and grass

And other trees and grass and a walkway  
for other people to walk through

There is a glass greenhouse with bricks around  
a blue sky, and a shadow

My grandad planted the flowers and roses there as well. 
I love to see the flowers

And roses because it reminds me of my grandad,  
and of how much I loved him and still love him.
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The Street
A play devised by participants of the 

Irish Wheelchair Association Life Skills 
Programme, facilitated by Fighting Words 
and The Little Duke Theatre in association 

with Louth Leader Partnership. 

     

Cast and Authors

Garda O’Brien  ............................................... Dylan Farrell

Mr O’Reilly  ....................................................................  Liam

Mrs O’Reilly  ..................................................................  Safie

Daughter  .................................................................  Hannah

Mr O’Grady  .................................................................... Sean

Mrs O’Grady  ............................................................. Britney

Ryans  ................................................................................ Izzy 

Ryans  ............................................................................. Adam

Jimmy the Pinch  ......................................  Dylan McGuire

1st Nurse  ....................................................................... Diane

2nd Nurse  .................................................................... Nicole

3rd Nurse  ....................................................................  Emma

1st Mystery Person ........................................................ Jake
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2nd Mystery Person  ....................................................  Cian

3rd Mystery Person  ....................................................  Theo

Stevie  .........................................................  Dylan McKenna

ESB Man  .....................................................................  Ciaran

Stagehands  ................................................................... Katie

............................................................................................. Jade

.......................................................................................  Lauren 

When the lights go, GARDA GERRY O’BRIEN, a young garda, 
can be seen on stage. He’s talking on his radio to his station. 

GARDA O’BRIEN Yes confirmed, all quiet on The Street 
this evening… over and out. 

(He addresses the audience.) 

Yeah… but not for long…ye can bet 
your boots! I was assigned to this beat 
two months ago. There I was fresh 
out of Templemore and ready for 
action. On my first day at the station 
in Drogheda I wasn’t sure what the 
exchanged looks and sniggers were 
about but I found out pretty quick 
– because this stretch otherwise 
known as ‘The Street’ was to be on 
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my beat. What makes The Street so 
special? There’s always aggro or an 
argument or something goin’ on 
with the residents. If it’s not one 
thing we’re being called in to deal 
with, it’s another. Let’s just say that 
there’s a lot of Big Personalities 
living along this street. For instance, 
here in Number 17 we have the 
O’Reilly family. Oh, very ordinary 
on the outside but take another look 
and you’ll find that Mrs O and her 
daughter have a bit of an obsession, 
something which Mr O is only too 
aware of…

A short mimed scene follows in which MRS O’REILLY 
and her DAUGHTER come on stage laden down with 
shopping bags. They’re trying to open the door quietly 
when MR O’REILLY pulls it open and glares at them. As 
they apologetically struggle past him with all their bags he 
throws his hands and eyes up to heaven in exasperation 
then follows them in and closes the door with a bang.

And then in Number 19 we have the 
O’Gradys, and that’s another story…

MR and MRS O’GRADY come out of their house smiling and 
looking at each other sweetly.

All very lovey dovey on the outside, but 
when doors are closed it’s adifferent 
thing and we all know down at the 
station that Mr and Mrs O’Grady are 
not that fond of each other at all.
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The O’GRADYS glare at each other, shake their fists and look 
like they’re going to kill each other. They go back indoors 
and slam their door.

Then in the house between, we have 
the Ryans – brother and sister - very 
fond of animals.

The RYANS come to their front door surrounded by many 
animals – special effects of meowing and barking.

Unfortunately, not all their 
neighbours like living next to an 
animal sanctuary!

The O’REILLYS and the O’GRADYs open their doors and stick 
their heads out, they mime shaking fists and looking angry. 
We hear special effects of people shouting over many dogs 
barking and cats meowing. The RYANS make rude faces/
gestures at neighbours as they go back inside.

A few doors down we have the rented 
house owned by smarmy landlord 
Jimmy the Pinch who owns half the 
property around here. 

JIMMY THE PINCH comes onstage and crosses over to 
Number 16 counting his money and looking shifty. He hears 
the tenants coming and hides.

This house is presently rented by three 
nurses – nice girls who work hard and 
often have issues with the house and 
their crooked landlord. 
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Mime: Three NURSES coming home tired and JIMMY THE 
PINCH waiting and coming out of hiding when he sees 
them, looking for his rent. The NURSES refuse and argue 
with him, pointing at the rented house. He refuses to listen 
so they go into the house and bang the door in his face.

Next door to that is The Mystery 
Crowd. What goes on in there, no one 
knows!

Four characters in dark suits and sunglasses come out onto 
the street and strike a pose – they look up and down the 
street looking cool and suspicious.

And let’s not forget Stevie ‘Have I Got 
A Deal For You!” Larkin – always has 
something to flog, mostly of suspect origin.

STEVIE, with some contraption he is trying to sell, mimes 
knocking at doors and asking people to buy his product – 
nobody does!

And then there’s the man from the 
ESB, because of course there’s always 
something going wrong around here.

The ESB MAN comes on stage, looking at a clipboard, and 
scratching his head as he checks the numbers of the houses 
on the street.

Across the road there’s an abandoned 
house currently occupied by squatters 
– you’d get high just walking by with 
the fumes coming out! We keep a close 
watch in case anyone’s dealing but 
don’t expect to see much over there.
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And that’s just to mention a few of the 
lively residents. But like I said – it’s all 
quiet on The Street tonight so I’ll just 
head back to the…

Special effects of a loud explosion are heard.

What the…!

GARDA O’BRIEN goes on his radio as all the residents come 
out onto the street and look across the road – into the 
auditorium. There is a jumble of words and the audiences 
hear snatches of conversation such as: “What’s going on?” 
What was all that?” – “Did you hear an explosion?” etc.

Calling all services! Calling all 
services! Emergency! Emergency on 
The Street! It looks like there’s been 
an explosion in an abandoned house. 
Smoke and fire starting to appear!

There is improvised dialogue while the residents watch the 
fire scene. Lines include: “I’ve never seen a whole street 
on fire!”, “Is there anyone in there?”, “Are all the pigeons 
out?”, and JIMMY THE PINCH shouting “My buildings, do 
something, someone!” Special effects of a big fire burning, 
with minor explosions and sirens. Eventually things die 
down on the street.
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Alright everyone the situation is now 
under control. You can all go home 
now.

NURSE 1 What caused the explosion?

GARDA O’BRIEN There will be an investigation. All 
residents on The Street can expect to 
be questioned.

The residents all look at each other in surprise. Some say 
“What does he mean questioned?”, “They can’t think we 
had anything to do with it!”, “How dare they!”

NURSE 1  They can’t think it was us…

NURSE 2 Yeah, we’ve been working all night…

NURSE 3 …on our shift at the hospital!

MRS O’REILLY They can’t think it was us…

DAUGHTER  Yeah, we were too busy shopping 
online.

MR O’REILLY You were what?!

MRS O’GRADY Well they can’t think it was us because 
we were busy killing each other.

 MR O’GRADY Get in there ye oul’ bag!

THE RYANS  We were too busy feeding all our 
animals.
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All residents have gone back into their houses except for 
the MYSTERY CROWD. GARDA O’BRIEN looks at them 
inquiringly.

MYSTERY PERSON1 Yeah – so why are you looking at us 
like that?

MYSTERY PERSON2 Just because we keep to ourselves.

MYSTERY PERON3 Is it the dark suits and glasses?

MYSTERY PERSON4 We’re security guards!

Eventually all have gone into their houses and the stage is 
bare. The ESB MAN comes onstage looking perplexed and a 
bit singed. He calls after GARDA O’BRIEN who is walking off 
while talking on his radio.

ESB MAN Excuse me... I was just checking one 
of the meters in one of Jimmy the 
Pinch’s abandoned houses, there was 
this red button… maybe I shouldn’t 
have pressed that…I thought I heard a 
bit of a bang…?

GARDA O’BRIEN looks at him in amazement,  
and shakes his head. He walks off. Lights down.

THE END
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Poem 
Fiadhnait 

WALK, 1 Longmile Road, 
Walkinstown, Dublin 12

     

World and Planets

What will you tell us?

It’s time to care

Your secret you will share
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