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TECHNOLOGY

Google
Visit
2012

Google has four build-
ings for all their Irish 
employees, which nears 
a massive three thou-
sand .  
Though we were only in 
one, we certainly got a feel 
for the place. Each floor 
had a different theme, 
which ranged from Sky 
Floor (Level 8) to Moun-
tain (Level 7), Desert 
(Level 3), and many more. 
Each is designed like their 
themes, with Mountain 
with office names like ‘Car-
rauntoohil’, and coloured 
green and brown. On the 
Sky Floor, which was the 
top floor, there were white 
beanbags and such with 
blue walls to give the feel-
ing of a cloudy sky.
Continued page 10

According to a recent 
Irish Exporters Associa-
tion Report, Google is 
now the biggest exporter 
in Ireland.  We went to 
visit the building and 
interview Head of Google 
Ireland, John Herlihy.

SCIENCE 
Science reporters visit the 
Science Gallery and inves-
tigate ‘Getting Kids into 
Science.’  Also find out how 
to make a seed bomb and 
what Sugru can do.

MEDIA
Radio as the ‘theatre of the 
mind,’ capturing political 
figures on film as they make 
changes to the world, and 
‘News from Noise’ - the 
changing face of news. 

CULTURE

Brown Bag
Productions
Interview
2012

SPORTS

Olympics 
Section

Read all about our day at 
Brown Bag Films, the his-
tory, how it was founded, 
the office dog and so 
much more.

Read our sports section, 
featuring Katie Taylor, 
David McCann and the 
Olympic Torch in Dublin.

The News Addict
FIGHTING WORDS

SUMMER CAMP 
JULY 2012

CULTURE
Author/Filmmaker Zlata 
Filipović

SPORTS
Katie Taylor’s Olympic 
Dream

CULTURE
Brown Bag Films Visit

SCIENCE
Science Gallery Tour

Atrium at Google Dublin. Sky Floor at Google Dublin.
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  V.  

 

 -1,000,000   Hair   1,000,000
 -1,000,000         Usefulness   1,000,000
 -1,000,000      Sound Quality  1,000,000
 -1,000,000          Longevity   1,000,000
 -1,000,000         Appearance  1,000,000

           

EDITORIAL

BY ELLA GALE
We have been working with Fighting Words 
for the last four days. We were put into 
groups, of four or five, and we were given sec-
tions to write our articles about. We went on 
trips to places like Google, Brown Bag Films, 
Newstalk, The Dáil, The Science Gallery and 
Croke Park. We have been interviewing peo-
ple throughout the week too. We interviewed 
these people on our trips, and at Fighting 
Words. Daire said that she thought the in-
terviews were a good idea, and they gave her 
more confidence. Katie also said it was a good 
idea, and it was very interesting.

We also had production meetings. Here, we 
talked about what articles we were going to 
write. We also learnt how to write articles. We 
did a lot of research on people for these arti-
cles, and a lot of reading. Adam said the week 
was terrific. We have all made friends.
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Which series is more popular – 
The Hunger Games, or 

Harry Potter? 
These are the results:                           

              
HARRY POTTER WINS!!!

JEDWARD VERSUS TOILET

THE  HUNGER GAMES HARRY POTTER

47.5% 52.5%

EDITORIAL

Popular Breeds of 
Horse 

1. Palominos
Palominos come from Amer-
ica. They are gold-coloured, 
with an ivory mane and tail. 
Palominos are used for lots 
of activities, including racing 
and rodeos. Mr. Ed was a 
famous Palomino.

2. Ponies
A pony is a small horse that 
is less than 14.2 hands tall. 
Shetland ponies are one of 
the most famous breeds of 
pony, and are usually around 
11 hands tall. Ponies come 
from all over the world, 
including places like America 
and Connemara.

3. Thoroughbreds
Thoroughbred horses are 
usually used for racing. They 
came from England and are 
normally very fast.

Sports Writer

BY JESSICA
KINSELLA
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COOKING

Ingredients:

70g of caster sugar 
half a teaspoon of bicarbo-
nate of soda 
half  a teaspoon of vanilla 
essence 
a quarter of a teaspoon of salt 
115g soften butter 
140g plain flour
1 egg
175g chocolate chips (or 
more)
70g soft brown sugar 

Method:

Set the oven at 190 c / 375 
f. Beat the butter with lots 
of sugar in a mixing bowl 
until creamy.

Break the egg into the bowl 
and beat it into the mix-

Cookie Monster’s Delicious Cookies fresh out of the oven

Horoscopes

ture until smooth then add 
the vanilla essence and mix 
it in. 
Add the flour, salt and 
bircarbonate of soda to the 
mixture a little at a time and 
stir everything together well.

Now  add the chocolate 
chips and stir them in 
until they are evenly spread 
through the cookie mixture. 

Butter the baking tray 
and spoon the mixture 
on to them leaving quite 

big spaces between the 
mounds.

Bake the cookies for 10-12 
minutes until they are even 
golden brown colour then 
move them on to a wire 
rack to cool.

How to cook your very 
own delicious cookies!

 COOKING

COOKING WITH
COOKIE MONSTER

COOKIE
MONSTER
COOKIES
RECIPE

Cancer
June 21 - July 22
You will eat a sandwich this week that 
is poisoned!!
Lucky Day August 21st

Leo
July 23 - August 22
You will loose your shoe in a puddle .A 
shotput will get stuck in your mouth .
Lucky Day August 11th

Virgo
August 23 - September 22
A tiny frog will cry at your feet at the 
zoo . You will need to pee in bed .
Lucky Day August 13

Aries
March 21 - April 19
Be careful! A man wearing a pineapple 
suit will stalk you for the next month!
Lucky Day August 20th 

Taurus
April 20 - May 20
You will be in the Olympics and will 
fail miserably.
Lucky Day August  5th 

Gemini
May 21 - June 20
You will have a school enemy.
Lucky Day August 1st

Libra
September 23 - October 22
Someone will stuff a handful of cher-
ries down your T-shirt
Lucky Day August 14

Scorpio
October 23 - November 21
Remember where you place your 
things because they might end up in 
the toilet!
Lucky Day August 29th

Sagittarius
November 22 - December 21
A large cake will explode in your face.
Lucky Day August 12th

Capricorn
December 22 - January 19
Watch what you blab. One secret could 
become a whole news story.
Lucky day August 27th

Aquarius
January 20 - February 18
A bucket will fall on your head .
Lucky Day August 4

Pisces
February 19 - March 20
The Olympic torch will fall on your 
foot.
Lucky day August 6th

ANNA 
SANDERS
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Bieber
Fever!

ENTERTAINMENT

Funny Auto Corrects!
by Anna Sanders

Sometimes your smartphone thinks it knows 
what you want to say but it really doesn’t.  Below 
are some examples of when your phone can get 
it wrong.  Lesson learned: always check your text 
before you send it!

Facebook and Smartphones
Would you lie to Facebook?

The majority of people lie about their age on Facebook.
According to our survey, more than half said that lying 
to Facebook about their age (with their parents permis-
sion) is all right.
With so many young people on Facebook there is a lot 
of cyberbullying going on.  People don’t think about 
what they’re writing.  For example, they give themselves 
no privacy and once people start going on Facebook 
they spend hours on it.
Another problem with young people is that kids are 
getting smart phones way too early and they are not 
responsible enough with them. Maybe give them less 
expensive phones that can only make calls would be a 
bit better for young kids.
Chris Donoghue (Newstalk Breakfast Show presenter) 
said that parents often enquire about how young is too 
young for a mobile phone. Sometimes they feel that 
their child may feel left out if they don’t have a phone 
but at the end of the day it’s the parent’s decision not 
the child’s.

Love him or hate him, 
everyone has heard about 
Justin Bieber. At the age 
of only 18 he has already 
had three number one 
singles and two number 

one albums. He has never 
taken any musical lessons 
but can play guitar piano 
drums trumpet and can 
also sing amazingly. He 
entered a contest called 
Stratford idol and came 
second! He put up his vid-
eos of the contest and him 
singing at home himself.  
In 2008 talent manager 
Scotter Braun saw Justin’s 
videos. Later he contacted 
Justin’s mom Patty. Later 
that year Justin was signed 
to Scotter’s lable RBMG.. 
His popularity and success 
has grown and grown from 
there.

Entertainment
Writer

KATIE
DILLON

Example 1
Person One: Your mom and I are going to divorce next 
month
Person Two: What??? Why! Call me
Person One: I wrote Disney and this phone changed it.  
We are going to Disney!

Example 2
Person One: I’ve got to tell you something.  Are you sit-
ting down?
Person Two: I am, actually. What’s up, Mom?
Person One: Your brother was adopted.
Person Two: What?? What are you talking about?  Why 
are you telling me this over a text?  Call me!
Person One: Oh, this damn phone.  I wrote accepted 
and the phone changed it.  He got accepted to Yale!

Example 3
Person One: Mom, I got all A’s in my exams!
Person Two: WTF!
Person One: Mom…?
Person Two: What? That’s Fantastic!

App Review

This weeks number one free 
app is Towers Bloxx Deluxe 3D 
and has a rating of 3.5 stars .
-Alison Tait 
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The News Addict’s Politics Reporters meet Aodhán Ó Ríordáin TD at Leinster House.

FUN FACTS ABOUT AN DÁIL EIREANN

Our Visit to
Dáil Eireann

Visit
to the Dáil

On Tuesday, 17th of July, we 
went to visit Leinster House. 
Leinster House used to be 
owned by the Duke of Lein-
ster. Now it’s the House of 

Parliament or ‘The Oireachtas.  
The Oireachtas is made up of 
the Dáil and the Seanad.  The 
Dáil has met here since 1922.

First we interviewed Kather-
ine Zappone. Katherine is a 
senator. She used to work for 
the Human Rights Comission. 
She works to help gay and 
lesbians, children, young peo-
ple and adults. She was born 
in Washington, USA. She’s 
now working on keeping the 
Seanad because the Taoiseach 
wants to get rid of it.
Then we met Aodhán Ó 

Ríordáin who is a TD. He 
asked our names and then he 
tweeted about us!!! Aodhán 
has been a TD since February 
2011. He is from the Labour 
Party and he strongly agrees 
with more women being 
elected. Then he brought us on 
a tour of the Dáil. He told us 
that the Dáil has five floors of 
offices. He also told us that the 
National Library and National 
Museum are next to the Dáil. 
We went into the entrance 
hall. On either side there were 
paintings of men. He pointed 
out on our left the people who 

were for the Treaty in the Irish 
Civil War and on our right 
were some people who were 
against it. He pointed out a 
picture on our left of Michael 
Collins, an important figure 
of the Civil War. Coincidently, 
he is related to Ellen Collins 
who is writing this article 
along with Alex. Then he 
brought us into the Chamber. 
He pointed out a long row of 
chairs. He said, ‘That’s where 
the journalists sit!’. It was a 
very interestng trip that we’ll 
always remember!

AODHÁN Ó RÍORDÁIN FACTBOX

Aodhán Ó Ríordáin is from Malahide, Dublin.

He spent 11 years working in a primary school in 

Sheriff Street.

DAIL FACTBOX

There are 166 TDs in the Dáil representing 43 
constituencies. 
The Ceann Comhairle is the chairperson who sits 
on the biggest chair in the Chamber.

KATHERINE ZAPPONE FACTBOX

Katherine Zappone is from Washington State. 

She studied in Boston University. 

She taught in Trinity College Dublin.

POLITICS

ALEX

MURRAY 

& ELLEN 
COLLINS
Politics Writer

Politics Writer
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POLITICS

Aodhán Ó Ríordáin has 
been a TD for Labour since 
February 2011. He works 
in the Dáil most days in the 
week but when he’s not in 
meetings he’s helping his 
local community.

In the chamber he propos-
es and votes for laws that 
are to be passed. 

 Aodhán stated that ‘Un-
employment is the biggest 
issue Ireland has at the 
moment.’ As Aodhán said, 
‘It can affect the family and 
be passed down. People 
who are unemployed feel 
bad about themselves and 
can find it hard to get back 
to working after being long 
term unemployed.’

Aodhán Ó Ríordáin
Recently he organised 
two road shows for unem-
ployed people.

He did not always wish 
to become a TD but he 
wanted to help children 
and youth, so what he 
really needed was power 
(he previously worked as a 
teacher) so he could make 
a difference to children’s 
lives.  He thinks teens 
should be allowed to vote 
at a younger age if they 

The TD with a heart for children

Politics Writer

JACK
DILLON

News Addict Reporters interview Aodhán Ó Ríordáin TD

want to because he thinks 
they have a better sense of 
equality. He inroduced a 
law recently that all librar-
ies in the Dublin area will 
be open on Saturdays as he 
wishes for more children to 
be reading.

 Aodhán is a really nice 
and friendly guy. When he 
came into the room to start 
the interview he was in 
great form and was really 
welcoming.
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POLITICS

“Terrible,” were Katherine 
Zappone’s words on unem-
ployment as the Senator 
warmly welcomed us into 
a small meeting room. She 
believes that unemploy-
ment is hard for those who 
are experiencing it. In her 
opinion, long term un-
employment makes those 
people believe the worst 
of themselves. They may 
become depressed and it is 
hard for them to put their 
best foot forward.

When Katherine Zappone 
worked with the Human 
Rights Comission, her 
main interests were people 
and families, adults or 
teenagers in poverty. She 
tries to make life easier for 
those who may not have 
many opportunities.

Katherine Zappone thinks 
it would be better to have 
people vote at the age of 
sixteen .

She said the government is 
having a constitutional con-
vention with 100 members 
of the public and Oireach-
tas members. They will 
discuss what people want to 
change about the constitu-
tion. Senator Zappone also 

Katherine Zappone

Politics Writer

DOIREANN 
BRADLEY 
BARRETT

News Addict Reporters interview Katherine Zappone 

mentioned Dáil na nÓg, 
which is the National Youth 
Parliament of Ireland.

It gives young adults from 
around the country an op-
portunity to vote within the 
age of 12 – 18 years (the 

vote is not taken into the 
governmental account).

Throughout the interview 
Katherine Zappone ex-
plained her words well and 
it was a pleasure to meet 
her.

Graph showing unemployment rates around Europe.
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POLITICS

President or no President?

The President of Ireland 
is Michael D. Higgins. He 
was elected on the 27th of 
October, 2011. 

BUT DO WE NEED 
HIM???
We did a survey and 90% 
of people said we do. We 
also asked Senator Kather-
ine Zappone and Aodhán 

Ó Ríordáin, TD.  They 
also said yes, we do need a 
president.
We do agree with the 
majority that we need a 
president. We just think 
he gets paid too much and 
Aodhán agrees. This is a 
chart of the salaries of a 
few presidents:

$ 33,333.33 every month 
for Barack Obama (USA)
€ 20,100.00 every month 
for Michael D. Higgins 
(Republic of Ireland)
€ 21,194.52 every month 
for Francois Hollande 
(France)

€20,100?  That seems like 
an awful lot for a president 
of a country of our current 
situation and size. 

However, the president 
gives money to Habitat for 
Humanity and that shows 
he’s willing to give.

We also asked Aodhán 
and Katherine what they 
thought of a younger vot-
ing age. Katherine said she 
thinks that you should be 
allowed to vote at the age 
of 16 or 17, so there would 
be more people to vote.
Aodhán thinks that young-

er people are very smart 
and should be allowed to 
vote for the president. He 
said, “Older people see 
problems, younger people 
see solutions.”

We think you should be 
allowed to vote at 16, 
because 16 year olds live in 
Ireland just as much as 18 
year olds do, so it’s not fair 
that 18 year olds can vote 
and 16 year olds can’t.
Katherine hinted that there 
may be a chance of that 
happening. We certainly 
hope so!

President of Ireland, Michael D Higgins

ALEX

MURRAY 

& ELLEN 
COLLINS
Politics Writer

Politics Writer
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POLITICS

Noel Rock:

“Dublin
City 
Council 
broke my 
heart”

Noel Rock is a govern-
ment speech writer. He 
works for Fine Gael, five 
days a week.

At eighteen, he was given an 
internship with Hilary Clin-
ton. He was the only Irish 
person there. He worked 
as a foreign affairs assist-
ant. Once a week, everyone 
would have an open discus-
sion with Hilary. Then he 
worked in Brussels before 
returning to Ireland. 

When he was twenty-one, he 
ran for Dublin City Council. 
Out of five seats, he got sixth 
place.  “It broke my heart” he 
said sadly.  He was so close to 
getting through, but missed 
out by about 1400 votes. He 
was devastated but said that 
it was an amazing learning 
curve and a great experience.

He is now happy with his 
job although we think it is 
unfair that the speech writ-
ers don’t get much credit. 

Noel writes speeches in 
three different formats.

1 - He is given a speech 
that is almost complete.

2 - The politician has a 
rough idea.

3 - The speech has not 
been thought out because 
the person is too busy or is 
uncomfortable with writing.

Noel writes for various 
anonymous government 
members, although he 
doesn’t write for Enda 
Kenny because he has his 
own speech writers. 

Noel says his favourite part 
of his job is walking into 
Leinster House every day 
and the fact that in fifty 
years, the decisions the 

government makes today 
will last long after the cur-
rent government will. These 
decisions are influenced 
by Noel’s speeches which 
is why he enjoys his job so 
much. We wish him the 
best!

Profile
Noel Rock

 Noel Rock is an Irish 
speech writer from Bal-
lymun. Intern on Hilary 
Clinton’s Presidential Cam-

paign. Former employee 
of the US Senate and the 
European Parliament. He 
is working towards be-

ing a Chartered Financial 
analyst. Currently he is 
working in Leinster house 
for Fine Gael.

Politics Writer

JACK
DILLON

Money for the President or Money for the Poor? 
 by Ellen Collins and Daire Fitzpatrick 

What’s more 
popular at 
Fighting 
Words this 
week?
 by Ruairí Coulter and 
Anna Sanders 

We surveyed the 25  
participants at the  
journalism camp and  
asked them which social 
media sites and operating 
systems they preferred.
The results are in!
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TECHNOLOGY

We interviewed John Her-
lihy, Vice President of In-
ternational SMB Sales and 
Head of Google Ireland. 
Read our interview: 

Q: What does your job 
consist of?
A: There are three main 
parts of my job. Sales – 
managing from here to 
Asia, managing the Dublin 
headquarters, and spend-
ing time in Brussels with 
the European Commission.

Q: Tell us about your 
typical day.
A: Ok, well I get up at 5am 
and review my emails. At 
six I have a shower and get 
to Google by around seven. 
I resolve any customer 
problems and then I go 
around the building seeing 
how my employees are. 
From 4 - 7pm, we have 
video conferences with our 

The Google Building continued from front page

An Interview with John Herlihy

Technology 
Writer

RUAIRI
COULTER

American colleagues to talk 
about new products.
 
Q: I understand you 
are a qualified account-
ant. Does this help you 
in the job you do now?
A: Yes. It really helps when 
you know all the numbers.

Q: Do you like working 
for Google?

A:Yes, I really like to work 
here in Google.

Q: What is the differ-
ence between Google 
and the other internet 
search tools?
A: Google is the best!

Q: How does Google 
search work?
A: Search is done by maths 

equations called algo-
rithms. Search uses a page 
ranking, getting the most 
relevant pages to the page 
you’re looking for. Every-
thing they do is based on 
maths. 

Q: Why do you think 
Google is so popular?
A: Like I said, Google is the 
best. It has the best results. 
It is the safest and fastest.

Q: An Irish Exporters 
Association report re-
cently said that Google 
is the biggest exporter 
in Ireland, but what do 
you export?
A: Advertisements, selling 
them.

Q: Google just released 
a Nexus tablet. In the 
future is Google going 
to continue to make 
hardware?
A: Yes, we are still experi-
menting with a lot of ideas. 
And we will also keep mak-
ing new tablets. Google is a 
very experimental com-
pany.

Q: And finally, are you 
a cat person or a dog 
person?
A: A dog person!

The atmosphere of the 
building was not what 
one would expect from a 
high technology, famous 
company. It is actually 
very relaxed, with workers 
randomly playing ping-
pong, chilling out in the 
café, and playing foosball. 
The numerous rooms 
throughout the buildings 
include two music rooms, 
which contains many gui-

Tech Writer

Tech Writer

Tech Writer

ANNA 
SANDERS

RUAIRI 
COULTER

SORCHA 
FARRELL

tars, a piano, and drums.  
There is a small kitchen on 
every floor with drinks and 
snacks, and a large cafete-
ria for each building. Best 
of all? All the food is free!
Our guide, named Megan 
Stack (Internal Commu-
nications Manager),gave 
Anna a Noogler hat (which 
is used for new employees 
at Google) and she refused 
to take it off!

Technology 
Writer

SORCHA 
FARRELL
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TECHNOLOGY

Nicolas Bori
Nicolas Bori was born in 
Argentina.
When he was younger he 
wanted to be a pilot, like 
his father and his father 
before that …!
Nicolas had liked the idea 
of being a pilot or a bas-
ketball player before even 
thinking of getting in to 
Google.
When one day he saw an 
advertisement for a job 
in Google and he thought 
to himself, ‘this is a chal-
lenge, hey I can do this’! he 
joined Google in 2010. He 
already had a high opin-
ion of Google and he liked 
technology, so his new job 
was bang on for him.
When he was asked what 
the best thing about Google 

Tristan 
Toulemonde
We interviewed Tristan 
Toulemonde who works in 
Google Ireland.
Tristan started to work in 
Google Ireland in August 
2011 when he was 22 years 

What kind of people work at Google? We found out!
Read our interviews with two Google staff members to see what we uncovered.

he said that the people he 
works with have a lot in 
common with him and are 
very friendly.
Nearly all his friends from 
Ireland are people he met 
in Google.
Nicolas loves to travel and 
he won a travelling voucher 
worth  $16,000 for a video 
he made about his travels 
around the world.
Google seems like a very good 
job possibility...watch out 
Google, here we come!

old. First of all we asked 
him where he was born he 
answered “Rennes in Brit-
tany in France.”  He said 
that the best part of his 
job is “that you can make 
your own timetable, you 
get a list of jobs to do each 
day.” We asked him what’s 
the worst part of his job he 
answered, “if I had to pick 
it would be that I’m not in 
France and sometimes the 
work I do is very repetitive 
stuff.” 
We also asked him whether 
when he was small did he 
want to work in something 
like Google? He said, “I 
thought I would work 
in something as big as 
Google.” We also found out 
that he is a true Googler 
and uses it at home. 
He plays the drums and 
would love more time to 
practice. When Tristan was 
small he dreamed of being 
a footballer for his home-
town Rennes. 

INTERNET

WEIRD, CREEPY
 &  INTERESTING
FACTS ON THE

• Google stores everything.
   It keeps all the e-mails you’ve
   ever sent or received, everything  
   you’ve said in telephone con-
   versations on Google Voice, and
   all Google Alerts you’ve ever
   set up.

•  Your Internet Service Provider
   (ISP) tracks and knows every
   thing you’ve ever been on. It
   can read your e-mail and block
   you from sites they determine
   you shouldn’t go on.

•   FAD is an actual disorder –
    standing for ‘Facebook Addiction
    Disorder.’

•  247 BILLION e-mails are sent
    everyday – and a shocking 81%
    are pure spam.

•  Twenty hours of video are
    uploaded on to YouTube every
    minute.

•  Teenagers spend, on average,
    thirty-one hours a week on the
    internet.

•  53.3% of bloggers are 21-35 
    years old.

•  The Internet is used by just
    less than one third of the
    world’s population, totalling
    two billion people.

•  Around eighteen countries still
   don’t have an Internet 
   connection.

Doodle for Google - Your Chance  
to Become the Face of Google!

the Google logo accord-
ing to the theme that is set 
each year.
In September and Octo-
ber 2011, Google Ireland 
received
over 2,500 entries from all 
over the country (excluding 
Northern Ireland).
There were 75 finalists, 
who were all invited to 
an event at Google HQ in 
Dublin. Each finalist re-
ceived a red backpack with 
prizes.
The overall winning logo, 
Turning Back Time, was by 
Patrick Horan from St
Munchins College, Co. 
Limerick. It was featured 

on the Google Ireland 
homepage for 24 hours on 
Friday, 16 March 2012. He 
also won a €10,000 tech-
nology for his school and a 
laptop for both him and his 
teacher.
There were also winners 
from each category: Junior 
and Senior Infants, 1 st and
2nd Class, 3rd-6th Class, 
1st Year to 3rd Year and 
4th Year to 6th Year.

Winners are chosen by an 
expert panel of judges. Last 
year, they were Tom
McCaughren, (children’s 
author), Ray Yates (Dublin 
City Arts Officer) and Gary

Google doodles are draw-
ings that are based on 
Google logo on the Google 
homepage. They are cre-
ated by a team 
of Google web designers. 
Every year, Google runs 
Doodle 4 Google, a nation-
wide competition designed 
for students
from Junior Infants to 
Sixth Year. Students adapt 

Tech Writer

Tech Writer

ANNA 
SANDERS

SORCHA 
FARRELL

Granville (Professor of 
Education at the National 
College of Art and Design).

Visit www.google.ie/doo-
dle4google to learn more 
about this year’s competi-
tion!
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TECHNOLOGY

PopCap 
Games
Stu Taylor, the Interim 
Director of International 
Public Relations at Pop 
Cap. He is originally from 
Bournemouth in England, 
and has lived in Dublin 
for two months. Before he 
moved he was renting just 
outside London.
    

Technology 
Writer

JACK
DILLON

His previous job was with a 
company called Lunch PR. 
He was a consultant there 
and he came up with ideas 
to pitch to clients. 

He does play games and 
his favorite game is Golden 
Eye on the Nintendo 64, al-
though he has been playing 
a lot of The Elder Scrolls: 
Skyrim on Xbox 360. He 
also likes to play Zuma’s 
Adventure and Bejeweled 
(PopCap games). Stu plays 
iPad games a lot too. His fa-
vorite PopCap game is Plants 
vs. Zombies (which is my 
favorite PopCap game too).

He loves working in the 
games industry because 
in a way it’s like never 
growing up and he really 
appreciates being in such 
a great industry.  It may be 
work but it’s fun!

In PopCap, Stu oversees 
PR in Europe.  There are 
a few different offices for 
PopCap including Ireland, 
UK, Seattle and Shanghai. 
He manages a team of two, 
reviews games and filters 
what is important informa-
tion. He recently broke  a 
Guinness World Record for 
the longest gaming session.

He reckons that PopCap 
games are for all types of 
people and can be fun for 
everyone.  The games can 
be played everywhere as 
there are a lot of PopCap 
games that are on portable 
devices like the iPad and 
iPhone etc.

The biggest seller for Pop-
Cap games is Bejeweled; 
it is also the oldest game 
made by PopCap. Plants vs. 
Zombies is also a massive 
game but Stu thinks their 
new game, Zuma’s Adven-
ture, has great potential.
PopCap is a very well 
known games developer. 
Even if you haven’t heard 
of PopCap I’m sure you’ve 
heard of games like Bejew-
eled and Plants vs. Zom-
bies. There is 100 staff in 
the Dublin branch alone. 
In the company there are 
artists, engineers, an inter-
national customer serv-
ice, recruiting team and 
accounts (which is boring 
but very important to the 
company!)
   

Ingenious 
Tours - 
A new landmark 
in technology.

A new landmark in tech-
nology is the creation of 
downloadable audio tours 

(named ‘Ingenious’)!
We interviewed the crea-
tor, Mary Mulvihill, and 
discovered some more 
direct information on the 
tour.
The idea came from radio, 
and Mary was always 
interested in storytelling. 
The downloadable tour 
can be put on a phone and 
MP3, which is very useful, 
and far easier. You can do 
any of the tours any time, 
any day, and you have the 

option of leaving half way 
through the tour if any 
problems arise! Another 
benefit is that wheelchair 
users can go on the tour at 
their own leisure, simply 
clicking a button on their 
device in the location and 
beginning the tour.
There are more unusual 
tours in Ingenious than the 
well-known available Irish 
ones. They are more scien-
tific than historic, offering 
a wide range of locations 

such as the Royal Irish 
Academy (with a manu-
script similar to the Book 
of Kells) and the National 
History Museums, to name 
just a few.
Surprisingly, the clientele 
usually consists of Dublin-
ers! Though it varies, most 
of them are those that have 
settled in Dublin and been 
there about three to five 
years. Like most tours, the 
most popular time of the 
year is summer.

Technology Writer

SORCHA
FARRELL
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Sugru Putty

Nearly everyone has heard 
about it , but not everyone 
knows exactly what it is 
What is Sugru and how can 
we use it?
Sugru was invented by a 
team of material scientists 
and product designers .
They invented it to make it 
easy for anyone to adapt , 
modify ,repair or improve 

SCIENCE

Profile:
Science 
Gallery
The Science Gallery, run-
ning since 2008, is located 
in Trinity College, Dublin. 
It is a space where, as our 
tour guide Heather de-
scribed it, “science and art 
collide.” Over the course 
of the year, the Science 
Gallery puts on a number 
of exhibits that bring 
together artists, scientists, 
designers and engineers to 
display artwork, research 
experiments, discus-
sions and events grouped 
around a particular theme. 
Some of the past exhibi-
tions in the science gallery 
include Love, Happiness, 
and Memory. The current 
exhibit, entitled Hack the 
City, runs until the 8th of 
September. Micheal John 
Gorman, the director of the 
Science Gallery, believes 
that the gallery ‘helps peo-
ple connect with science 
in a way that’s playful’ and 
that it’s so popular because 
science is about curiosity, 
and “curiosity comes very 
naturally to people.” 

Hack the City 

Hack the City is the current 
exhibition in the Science 
Gallery. It is based on 
trying to see the city in a 
different way. The reason 
they decided to do this 
exhibit is because over 
half the world’s population 
lives in towns and cities. 
Hack the City shows how 
the latest computers and 
technologies can be hacked 
to “reshape the city and 
reinvent its systems.” Hack 
the City is the gallery’s 
largest program to date, 
and extends well beyond 
the gallery walls, taking 
over the vacant spaces 
and turning the city into a 
nimble playground and live 
urban hack-lab. In conclu-
sion, the question Hack the 
City asks is, “how do we 
want to live in our urban 
centres and what kind of 
city futures do we want to 
create?”

Seed-Bombing

One thing we saw at Hack 
the City was a group of 
people running seed 
bombing workshops. Seed 
bombing is when you mix 

and mash soil and seeds 
into a “bomb” that you can 
throw wherever you want 
on to the ground. 
Seed bombs were first 
made in 1963, and the 
whole idea is that you can 
bring life into parts of the 
cities that have been run 
down.
To make a seed bomb, mix 
ten parts of soil with 1 of 
clay. Gently add water to 
make a clay-dough pan-
cake. Then sprinkle all 
sorts of seeds onto your 
pancakes and  roll them up 
to make balls, or bombs! 
Then you can go attack old 
abandoned spaces with 
your bombs, and return 
a month later to see what 
has happened! 

Technology 
Writer

ELIAS
DEMPSEY

The Bloop

One of the exhibits in 
Hack the City was about 
urban noises and sounds. 
There was a chart with all 
of the quietest and loud-
est sounds EVER, and 
it showed that the loud-
est sound ever recorded 
was something called the 
“bloop”. The Bloop was 
heard in the summer of 
1997, and the sound was 
measured at 190+ decibels 
– a sound which would 
make your ears explode! 
The sound has never been 
heard again, and people 
think that it was either an 
underwater animal, or a 
piece of ice from the artic 
that was breaking off. 

their stuff so that it works 
better for them .
It can be used in extreme 
environments from the 
dishwasher to the ocean 
to Antarctica! It is great 
for natural hackers and 
fixers. Many product now 
are designed with built-in 
obsolescence, but Sugru 
can help people fix these 
products. It helps to put an 
end to the idea of dispos-
able stuff. This is what 
Sugru can do:
-Sugru can be formed and 
shaped by hand, like mod-
elling clay.
-Sugru is designed to stick to 

almost any material.
-Sugru cures to a tough, 
flexible silicone within 24 
hours once you open the 
pack.
-Sugru is strong, water-
proof, and durable.
-Sugru is resistant to tem-
peratures from -60 to 180 
degrees Celsius.
-Sugru feels grippy and 
flexible to the touch.
I think Sugru is really cool 
and very eco-friendly. I 
love the selection of bright 
colours, and I like the fact 
that it can stick to anything 
and mold into any shape.  
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Have you ever wondered 
why kids aren’t interested 
in science? Have you 
ever thought, while your 
teacher was blabbing 
away about that boring 
auld experiment with the 
volcano and the vinegar 
and the red dye and 
maybe celery and maybe 
some baking powder , 
“what’s the point in all of 
this?” Well, we’re here to 
tell you what that point 
is! Well, no, actually we 
didn’t know either, so 
we asked Niamh Shaw 
and Vince McCarthy, two 
scientists who have both 
committed themselves to 
making science fun, inter-
active and interesting for 
kids (or FIIFK for short). 
First, we sat down with 
Vince McCarthy. Vince 
studied physics and 
maths, but realized he 
wanted to connect and 
help people and the 
world, and saw science as 
the best tool to achieve 
that. He spent some time 
working in a hospital as a 
porter, but now he works 

for RTÉ, presenting on 
the Two-Tube program 
once a week, and is the 
curator of the Dublin 
City of Science 2012. We 
asked him a few ques-
tions about getting kids 
interested in science:
News Addict: Why aren’t 
kids typically interested 
in science?
Vincent McCarthy: 
Because teachers separate 
all the branches and it’s fo-
cused on learning from the 
books and memorizing.
NA: Why is science 
known as a boys’ subject?
VM: Well, research has 
shown that teachers 
often believe that boys 
are better than girls at 
science, and they pass 
that on to their students. 
But it’s not true, girls are 
just as good as guys- just 
look at Marie Curie for 
example. 
NA: How do you think 
we can get kids more 
interested in science?
VM: Talk to kids, find out 
what they’re interested in, 
and then show them that 
whatever it is, science can 
inevitably be a useful tool 
to help them understand 
that interest; 
We then talked to Ni-
amh Shaw. Niamh got 
her degree in engineer-
ing, and went on to get 
a masters and doctorate 
in science, but she was 
always interested in act-
ing and the arts. Re-
cently she put on a play 

entitled, That’s About the 
Size of It, which at heart 
is about showing that 
science’s place is not just 
in the lab but can be fun 
and can be explored any-
where else. Here’s what 
she had to say to us:
News Addict: How can 
we get kids more inter-
ested in science?
Niamh Shaw: I think it’s 
too driven by books and 
THEORY, they should get 
to see all the mad, cool 
– discoveries and inven-
tions– it’s really simple, it’s 
just about getting some-
one to explain it to you. 
N.A: What do you think 
the main barriers are to 
children liking science?
NS: People think you 
have to be really really 
intelligent, and that it’s 
very math driven – all 
you need to be good at 
science is to be curious.  
N.A: Do you know of 
any opportunities in the 
city where young people 
can learn about science 
in new ways?
NS: Well obviously the 
Science Gallery, but 
there’s also something 
called Coder Dojos, 
which run weekly meet-
ings on programing for 
youth. Also there’s a 
club called TOG, which 
allows you to take apart 
technology and make 
cool spy stuff. I think not 
enough takes place in the 
lab though, I would love 
to bring young people 

into the labs
We, as kids just about 
to begin our secondary 
school careers, would 
like to say that we are 
very interested in sci-
ence. We know that we 
will be studying science 
in secondary school and 
we hope that our teach-
ers will teach the subject 
as a fun and fascinating 
one. Science is about cu-
riosity and wonder, not 
lists of facts and figures.

Getting Kids Into Science

PARTICLE 
PHYSICS

FASCINATING FACTS

• Experiments are carried out by
  smashing particles together at
  Particle colliders.

• The most famous Large Hadron
  Collider in the world is CERN in
  Geneva, followed by Fermilab in
  the U.S.A.

• CERN first invented the Internet
  for internal communications.

• The most recent discovery
  at CERN was that of the Higgs
  Boson.

• The Higgs Boson is the ‘smoking
  gun’ in the hand of the Higgs
  field.

• The Higgs Boson was predicted 
  by Peter Higgs.

• The Higgs Boson and field
  give mass to everything in the
  universe.

• The next step for particle physics
   is to explore super-symmetry
  Super-Symmetry is the idea that
  every particle in the standard
  model has a mirror image partner
  particle.

• Today we understand the make-up
  of just 4% of our universe. The
  rest is made of dark matter and
  energy- we hope to understand
  these things through particle 
  physics.

LUKE 
SHANAHAN

OBI JAMES-
GEARY

KATIE-
ROSE 
LLOYD

SIBÉAL 
O’DWYER

Science Correspondents
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Higgs / Mars
Life on the cutting edge 
of science is exciting. In 
terms of the massive, we 
are breathing down the 
neck of the red planet. In 
terms of the minute, we 
have yet to fully recover 
from CERN’s recent Higgs 
Boson announcement. 

With NASA’s Curios-
ity rover just days from 
touchdown and President 
Obama’s ambition to plant 
a flag on the Martian sur-
face by 2030, Mars is very 
much in vogue. Having 
pulled in a whole spec-
trum of layman and expert 
opinion, The News Addict 
science staff has its finger 
firmly on the red planet’s 
pulse:

Why bother going 
to Mars?

1. Expert opinion: Colin 
Johnston- Armagh Plan-
etarium
Exploring Mars is espe-
cially important. This is be-
cause of all the other plan-
ets in our Solar System, 
it is easiest to reach and 
is most similar to Earth. 
Perhaps one day people 
will go there to settle down 
so it would be wise to learn 
as much about it as pos-
sible first. Also we know 
that the surface of Mars 
was once more like that of 
Earth with rivers, lakes and 
oceans. It is not impossible 
that life began there. “Is 
there life elsewhere in the 
Universe?” is one of the 
most important questions 
in science.

2. Public opinion: Carolyn- 
Receptionist at Science 
Gallery .By understanding 
the rest of our solar system 
we can begin to compre-
hend where we fit in.

Will it ever be as easy 
to go to Mars as it is 
to go to London?

1. Expert opinion: Dr. 
Michael John Gorman- 
Director of the Science 
Gallery
Going to London isn’t easy! 
We thought that we would 
be able to commute to and 
from the moon soon after 
the Apollo missions- that 
was over 40 
years ago 
and 
we 

are 
still a 
long way 
from that 
point. There are 
some serious obstacles be-
tween us and Mars: space 
is full of hostile radiation 
and dangerous space junk; 
time is also an important 
factor- current space crafts 
take a very long time to 
get to Mars. There is some 
hope though- milestones 
such as the Virgin Galactic 
commercial space flight 
are all steps in the right 
direction.

2. Public opinion: Heather- 
Our tour guide at the Sci-
ence Gallery
No- it simply requires too 
much energy to transport a 
person up there.

What would you like 
to see achieved in 
space during your 
lifetime?

1. Expert opinion: Dr. 
Michael John Gorman- Di-
rector of the 
Science Gallery
I would like to go to the 
moon and I think that this 

is a realistic aspira-
tion. I would 

also like 
to see 

hu-

mans 
walk on 

Mars and 
perhaps discover life 

there. 

I would like to see an 
emphasis on biology- the 
search for life, efforts to 
grow terrestrial species 
elsewhere in space etc.

2. Public opinion: Carolyn- 
Receptionist at Science 
Gallery
An interaction with extra 
terrestrial life.
When he said, “this is 
the physics version of the 
discovery of DNA. It sets 
the course for a brand new 
adventure in our efforts to 
understand the fabric of 
our universe,” Professor 
Sir Peter Knight, President 
of the Institute of Physics, 

was discussing CERN’s 
recent discovery of the 
Higgs Boson. There is no 
doubt but that the frontiers 
of knowledge have been 
pushed out another notch: 
the experts are elated, but 
has the public been left 
behind?

What do you under-
stand by the ‘Higgs 
Boson’?

1. Expert Opinion: Kurt 
Riesselmann- Officer of 
Communication at Fermi-
lab Particle Collider
The Higgs Boson is the 
particle that gives all other 
particles mass by slowing 
them down and making 
them heavier..

2. Public opinion: Heath-
er-Our tour guide at the 
Science Gallery
I only have a vague 
notion as to what the 

Higgs Boson is. I think it 
has something to do with 
holding matter and stuff 
together.

Will this discovery 
change our lives?

1. Expert Opinion: Dr. 
Michael John Gorman- 
Director of the Science 
Gallery
There wont be any imme-
diate change. This discov-
ery is huge, though, in that 
it all but sets in stone our 
‘Standard Model’ view of 
the universe. Also, these 
endeavors tend to generate 
spin-off technologies: these 
often change our lives. 

2. Public Opinion: Colum- 
Science Gallery Staff
Not in the near future but 
maybe one day.

We stand today on the 
threshold of a whole new 
science. We have ample 
cause for optimism.
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Artemis Fowl 
and The Last 
Guardian
Eoin Colfer

By Adam Bourke 
Eoin Colfer has brought 
an end to his successful, 
best-selling series, ‘Artemis 
Fowl.’ He has reached the 
eighth book, ‘The Last 
Guardian,’ the final book 
in the series. It is about 
dwarves, centaurs, trolls, 
pixies, and other magical 
creatures that live under-
ground, and have through-
out the series. In the first 
book Artemis successfully 
takes gold off them, but 
over the books, he becomes 
friends with all of them 
except for one villain, 
called Orpal Koboi.  He is 
always committing crimes, 
and in this book, he’s back, 
and Artemis’ brothers are 
possessed by fairy spirits. 
This new book promises 
excitement, like the others. 
It is aimed at twelve year 
old boys. 

Snow White 
and The 
Huntsman
By Emma Patterson 

I recently saw Snow 
White and the Huntsman, 
directed by Rupert Sand-
ers and starring Kristen 
Stewart, Chris Hemsworth 
and Charlize Theron.
It was a brilliant movie 
with an amazing villain 
and excellent fight scenes. 
It was a good twist on the 
story of Snow White. It was 
kind of boring, but I still 
enjoyed it.

Death on the 
Nile
Agatha Christie

By Ellen Collins and 
Alex Murray
‘Death on the Nile’ is a 
breath-taking, mind-
blowing, heart-stopping, 
unputdown-able
murder mystery by Agatha 
Christie, filled with intrigue 
and suspense. A young 
bride on her honeymoon 
with her new husband 
takes a trip down the Nile 
on a boat with other peo-
ple. But when she is mur-
dered, everybody becomes 
a suspect, when the ultra 
genius detective Poirot 
tries to find the murderer. 
But who is it???
The reason we enjoyed this 
book so much is because 
you are interested through-
out the whole book. It cap-
tures you from the start. 
It’s so interesting because 
practically all the people on 
the boat have the motive 
and opportunity to kill her. 
A very enjoyable read and 
it is a movie too. We give it 
five stars! 

Maximum 
Ride: Angel
James Patterson

By Ellen Collins and 
Alex Murray 
The newest instalment in 
the series is exploding with 
action and drama. It deals 
with Max, trying to come to 
terms to her flock’s demise 
and Fang’s departure. And 
of course, with the apoca-
lypse closing in and some 
scientists desperate to 
use them as experiments, 
things really get exciting. 
Fans of the series will not 
be disappointed with the 
seventh book about the 
popular winged characters. 

  REVIEWS

REVIEWS
BOOK REVIEW BOOK REVIEW BOOK REVIEW MOVIE REVIEW

Films Vs. Books
By Daire Fitzpatrick
I think books are always better than movies because 
sometimes movies cut out some bits but books always 
have more in them. An example of this is, ‘The Hunger 
Games.’ I read the book and watched the movie but the 
movie cut out a lot. I think it’s more fun to read books, 
and you learn much more.  In movies you don’t learn 
anything, you just watch.  I also prefer the characters 
in books, because you can relate more to them,  and 
you can feel what the characters are feeling. However, 
if someone wanted to work in the film industry, then 
watching movies would help them learn, but  at the end 
of the day, books win over movies. 
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Music Review
by Katie Kinsella

Maroon 5- Payphone

Payphone has a really good tune, and an excellent 
music video that keeps you on the edge of your seat 
because you don’t know what’s going to happen. You can listen to the 
song over and over again (but not too many times or it will start to 
drive you crazy!)

BOOK OF THE WEEK

GONE
Michael Grant
By Lola Bubendorfer 

GONE is a book set in 
California, in a fictional 
town named Perdido 
Beach. In the blink of an 
an eye, everyone over 
15 in a 20-mile radius 
disappears. The remain-
ing children are trapped 
inside a barrier. There 
is no internet, no recep-
tion, no cable - they are 
completely alone. Some 
survivors have powers- 
mutant powers…
  I feel that this book 
was exceptional. It was 
an amazing book, and 
it feels very close to my 
heart. It has everything 
a book needs- action, 
romance, suspense, and a 
pinch of darkness!

Cartoon Corner: Adam Bourke

A little chat 
with Chris 
Judge

For this issue we’ve inter-
viewed Chris Judge, Chil-
dren’s author and illustra-
tor of the Lonely Beast 
and The Great Explorer. 
He has won awards and 
he lives in Dublin.

Lola: You’ve worked for 
lots of different clients as 
an illustrator, who was 
your favourite and why?
Chris: That’s hard to say 
because the work has been 
so varied. Making picture 
books is my favourite 
thing, so I suppose that my 
publisher is my favourite 
client because they com-
mission me to do the work 
I love. 

L: You recently won the 
Bishops Stortford Book 
Award, have you won any 
other awards?
C: Last year I won the 
Bord Gåis Energy Award 
for The Lonely Beast. 

L: What was that like?
C: It was one of the most 
exciting nights of my life. I 
was up against some of my 
favourite artists, like Oliver 
Jeffers and Steve McCa-
rthy, so even just to get 
nominated was great, but 

to win was fantastic. 

L: The layout of the Lonely 
Beast Looks like a comic, 
do you like comics?
C: I’m a big fan of comics! 
I tried not to make it look 
like a comic at the start, 
but it turned out like that a 
little bit in the end. 

L: The Alphabeast App is 
available on the iPad and 
iPhone are you pleased 
with it?
C: Friends had asked me to 
do an App with them and 
I didn’t want to because 
I thought it would be a 
digital version of the book, 
which I didn’t want to do. 
But then I found out it was 
an A-B-C book. And that 
was great because I got to 
draw all new Lonely Beast 
pictures!

L: How long have you 
known that you wanted to 
be an illustrator?
C: Since I was very young. 
I always drew a lot of 
pictures. Then when I went 
to college I stopped, but 

after leaving there I started 
again. And I’ve been lucky 
to have been able to make 
a living from it. 

L: The Lonely Beast 
likes drinking tea, read-
ing books, walking in the 
snow, standing in the rain, 
baking cakes and of course 
eating cakes. Do you like 
doing all of those things?
C: I love all those things 
not lately I’m not as big a 
fan of cakes. The Lonely 
Beast eats them instead. 

L: How do you do your 
drawings?
C: I draw in pencil first, 
then I use a brush pen and 
then I scan it into the com-
puter and colour it. It’s a 
long process but I enjoy it. 
Sometimes I don’t colour I 
add textures instead. I use 
photos of old bits of wood 
and other things and apply 
them instead of colours. 

L: What are your favourite 
books?
C: When I was growing 
up I always loved Richard 
Scarry books. He made 
over 300 books so I have 
298 more to go if I’m going 
to catch up!

L: Which of your two 
books is your favourite and 
why?
C: The Lonely Beast is the 
most important book to 
me, and it probably always 
will be because I didn’t 
know if it was going to get 
published – it was my first 
book.

Culture Writer

LOLA
BUBEN-
DORFER
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Who are 
Brown Bag?

Brown Bag Films was 
founded in 1994 by Ca-
thal Gaffney and Darragh 
O’Connell. They produce 
lots of short character 
animation, including short 
films and cartoon series for 
television. They have been 
nominated for two Acad-
emy Awards (see Brown 
Bag’s Greatest Hits) and 
have made series such as 
The Wonder Pets, Blue’s 
Clues, The Octonauts, 
and are working on more 
projects currently. 
We visited Brown Bag 
Films’ headquarters and 
were treated to the full tour 
by Jenny, who is in charge 
of development. We were 

Sascha Palladino works for 
Brown Bag Films, he says 
he gets his inspiration from 
‘real life’ as many animators 
do. This can be seen in the 
Oscar nominated Granny 
O’Grimm. Shane Collins 
said that they were inspired 
to make Granny O’Grimm 

when they saw a comedian 
called Kathleen O’Rourke 
perform fairytales, turning 
them into evil stories. Shane 
worked on the project. He 
told us that when Brown 
Bag got the nomination 
for the Oscar they were all 
jumping up and down and 
were so happy. Shane’s job 
is animating the characters. 
He animates and tries to 
bring out personal expres-
sions in relation to the 
script. Shane was going to 

Give Up Yer Aul  Sins
2001
This Oscar Nominated 
Short Animation was the 
beginning of Brown Bag’s 
success story.  It renacts 
recordings from a Dublin 
classroom in the 1960s and 
was the best selling DVD 
release in Ireland in 2002. 

amazed by the atmosphere 
in the place. Everyone was 
laughing and drawing. 
People stopped to talk to 
us and were very friendly 
and helpful. It looked like 
the best job ever. 
Over 100 people work 
there and another 50 peo-
ple in Singapore help them. 
They work hard but have 
lots of fun as well. In one 
room a wall is decorated 
with brown bags, each of 
the staff decorated their 
bag whatever way they 
wanted it. They have little 
models of characters on 
them desks and their com-
puters, which they love. 
We learned that there are 
many stages in creating a 
scene. First an artist draws 
a rough draft and then, 
using a computer, other 
stages are completed, such 
as painting, sound and 3D. 
Overall, Brown Bag is a 
brilliant place to work. 

do special effects and pros-
thetics in films but he was 
offered a place in animation 
and took it. 
Sascha came to Ireland 
from New York because he 
was asked to help out with 
the Happy Huggle Mon-
sters. He works in Brown 
Bag as the head writer. 
Both Sascha and Shane said 
that most of the staff would 
love to make a feature 
length movie, so it might 

happen! 
We asked Sascha and 
Shane ‘Are you minted?’, 
they said no they weren’t. 
Sascha said that people 
don’t come and work for 
Brown Bag just to get paid 
lots, aka, minted.  They 
work in animation because 
they love it. 
Shane and Sascha said that 
when they are not working 
on animation then Shane 
would do something out-
doors. And Sascha thinks 
he would like to work as a 
journalist, like us. 

Granny O’Grimm’s
Sleeping Beauty
2010
Directed by Nicky Phelan, 
this is the story of an Irish 
grandmother reading her 
grandkid a story before bed, 
with unexpected results. 
Granny O’Grimm was nomi-
nated for the Oscar for Best 
Animated Short Film in 2010. 

The Weirdest 
Thing in Toast 
and All of Mankind
2012
Drawn, written, scripted 
and acted by Fighting 
Words kids and animated 
by Brown Bag this collabo-
ration premiered at the 
Galway Film Fleadh in July 
2012.

Brown
Bag’s 
Greatest 
Hits

Culture Writer

DAIRE
FITZPATRICK

Culture Writer

KATIE 
DILLON

An Interview Brown Bag Films

Culture Writer

ADAM
BOURKE
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From Sad Dog 
to Happy Dog

Brown Bag has a crew dog 
named Toby. He lives with 
a member of staff called 
Colm but he thinks of 
everyone in Brown Bag as 
his owner. Toby was found 
in the pound after he had 
been neglected by his last 
owner. Now he has a loving 
home. 

Doodling is a form of art 
usually drawn when some-
one is in a boring meeting, 
in school or when they are 
on the phone and there is 
a pen and paper available. 
Doodling can be found as 
far back as the stone age 
and the word doodle first 
originated in the 17th cen-
tury and it meant ‘fool.’
Not many people like 
doodlers because they 
think the doodlers are not 
concentrating but although 
doodlers probaby do not 

Ever wonder how Brown 
Bag Films got it’s name? 
Well here it is. Cathal 
Gaffney and Darragh 
O’Connell were looking for 
animation work with RTÉ, 
but they weren’t allowed 

Doodling  Evolving
know this, study shows 
that when someone is 
doodling they take in more 
than someone not doo-
dling and they can con-
centrate more. Doodling 
does this because if you’re 
not doodling(or listen-
ing), you’re daydreaming 
which actually uses a lot 
of brainpower. Lots of 
important people doodle 
during meetings including 
three american presidents ( 
Thomas Jefferson, Ronald 
Reagan and Bill Clinton.) 
So next time your teacher 
says something like “Are 
you listening?” you can tell 
him that you were.

Culture Writer

ELLA
GALE

Culture Writer

ELLA
GALE

start without starting a 
company. They had two 
hours to think of a name 
and no ideas. Their old 
teacher called out to them 
and on his way out forgot 
his brown bag. Cathal and 
Darragh both looked at 
each other and said ‘Brown 
Bag!’ The very same bag is 
now framed and up on the 
wall in the offices today!

Why Brown Bag?

Culture Writer

ADAM
BOURKE

Clockwise from top:
Stone Age Doodle,
Prehistoric Lascaux Painting,
Samuel Beckett Doodle,
Barack Obama Doodle.
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We interviewed Conor from 
the band, Biggles Flies 
Again. He started off sing-
ing and playing the piano 
as a teenager but only start-
ed to take it seriously when 
he got into his twenties. His 
inspiration when he was 
younger were The Beatles 
and The Beach Boys. He 
also does solo work.
He says that when he goes 
onstage with his band he 
feels good, but on his own, 
he’s very nervous. He says 
it can be scary playing in 
front of so many people 
but it soon gets good. His 
favourite song that he has 
written is ‘A Simple Plan’ 
and he plans to release an-
other album next year. He 
likes many foods, including 
bananas.

Zlata Filipović  told us that 
there was a time when she 
was eating seven bananas 
a day. Why did she eat so 
many? Well, just before 
that, in 1993, Zlata and her 
family had escaped to Paris 
from war-torn Bosnia. 

Zlata is an only child and 
said that before the war 
her life was carefree. The 

Zlata Filipović 
things she wrote about in 
her diary were just normal 
kid stuff. Then, when she 
was eleven, everything 
changed. The war had 
started and she wrote 
about her struggles. Zlata 
read Anne Frank’s diary 
and noticed it had a name, 
‘Kitty’. Zlata then wanted 
to come up with a name for 
her diary. She had all crazy 
names for her diary until 
her dad left her goldfish 
(Mimmy) on a hot stove, 
and left it there. When he 

came back Mimmy was 
dead. So then Zlata wanted 
to call her diary Mimmy 

to remember her gold-
fish. Later, this diary was 
published and taught other 
people about the horrors 
of war. 
We asked Zlata how she 
felt leaving Bosnia.
‘It was strange. Very sad 
about leaving everyone 
behind. Family, and 
friends. We didn’t know if 
we’d see them again. It was 
a mixture of being happy 
for ourselves. Mom, Dad 
and me. And being sad for 
everyone else.’
Zlata attended St. An-
drew’s College in Dublin, 
then she went on to study 
in Oxford, England. She 
came back to Ireland after 
she graduated, to study at 
Trinity College Dublin. 
Zlata works in many differ-
ent areas, making docu-
mentaries for an independ-
ent company that are often 
screened on RTÉ. She has 
made many friends this 
way and she loves learn-
ing new things. Her work 
is often about science and 
history. Zlata gets to travel 
in her work - it has taken 
her all over the world to 
places like Africa, the 
United Arab Emirates, Bali 
and all around Ireland. She 
meets lots of people and 
learns new things, which 
suits her because she is 
always curious. Zlata says 
her work is a little like be-
ing a journalist because she 
will start a new project and 
not know about the subject 
and she has to ‘learn and 
try and understand it.’

ZLATA 
FACTS

FASCINATING FACTS

• Zlata’s birthday is
  December 3rd.
• Zlata is an only
  child.
• Zlata was too young
  to be told the reason
  for the war at the 
time.

Culture Writer

ADAM
BOURKE

Culture Writer

DAIRE
FITZPATRICK

Biggles
Flies Again

KATIE  

DILLON

ELLA 
GALE
Culture Writer

Culture Writer
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Claire & 
Nadine 

Claire and Nadine,two girls 
from Mount Carmel Sec-
ondary School, Kings Inn 
Street, wrote short stories 
that were published in Yet 
To Be Told in June 2012.  
They wrote the stories  
when they were sixteen at 
Fighting Words. We read 
their stories in the book, 
Yet To Be Told on Wednes-
day morning. We really 
liked Claire and Nadine’s 
stories.  Nadine’s story 
is about a girl falling in 

Culture Writers

Culture Writer

KATIE 

DILLON

& ELLA 
GALE

love with her best friend’s 
brother. When writing her 
story, Nadine sat down and 
wrote anything that came 
into her head.  Because it is 
a fairytale, Nadine doesn’t 
know what happens next. 
Claire’s story is about a girl 
that doesn’t let anything 
stop her in football. Claire’s 
was a true story. She was 
asked  by a Fighting Words 
volunteer if she would 
prefer to write a fairytale 
or something true and she 
decided to write what she 
knew. 
Both girls really enjoyed 
Fighting Words and are 
currently working on short 
stories, with Roddy Doyle 
and Orla at Fighting Words 
on Wednesdays. 

Culture Quiz
Part One: TV

1. What is the name 
of Sponge Bob’s best 
friend?

2. What is the name of 
the guy in the wheel-
chair in ‘Glee’?

3. Who are the three 
presenters of Top 
Gear?

4. What colour is the 
Stig’s helmet?
5. Who is Phineas’ 
brother in Phineas and 
F**b?

Answers: 1. Patrick 2. 
Arty 3. Richard ‘The 
Hamster’ Hammond, 
James May and Jeremy 
Clarkson 4. White 5. Ferb

Part Two: Movies

1. What is the name 
of the Avenger with 
the bow and arrow in 
Avengers Assemble?

2. What is the new Ice 
Age Movie called?

3. Who stars as Spiderman 
in the new Spiderman 
movie?

4. What is the name of 
the sloth in Ice Age?

5. What is the name of 
the man ogre in Shrek?

Part Two - Movies
1. Hawkeye  2. Ice Age: 
Continental Drift  3: 
Andrew Garfield  4: Sid  
5:  Shrek

Part Three: Books

1.What is the name of 
the main character in 
The Hunger Games?

2. How many Harry Potter 
books are there?

3. What is the name 
of the newly released 
Artemis Fowl?

4. Who is the author of 
the Harry Potter books?

5. How many of The 
Hunger Games books 
have been made into 
movies?

Part Three - Books
1. Katniss Everdeen  2. 
Seven  3. Artemis Fowl 
and the Last Guardian  
4. J.K. Rowling  5. One

Katie and Ella with Claire McGann and Nadine Connors
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Storyful, according to 
Director of  News Claire 
Wardle and Political Edi-
tor Áine Kerr, is a news 
agency that acquires its 
news from social net-
works such as Facebook, 
Twitter and YouTube. 
When Storyful find a good 
post, they  contact them 
on the website and find 
out more about the story 
from the horse’s mouth. 
Then they publish it to 
the Storyful website and 
give it to journalists and 
newsrooms all around the 
world.
Áine  looks  after US Poli-
tics, recently the Obama 
campaign. She scours 
the internet  for videos 
of Obama and negative 
campaigning videos. 
Claire spends mosts  of 
her time in newsrooms 
and conferences promot-
ing Storyful. Claire  has 
been on 55 flights since 
January 2012. Their 
target audience is other 
journalists and the media.
Storyful are very much 
out on their own with 
very little competition. 
They are the first of their 
kind. In the words of 
Mark Little (founder of 
Storyful), they take ‘news 
from noise.’
What about feedback 
from the public? Is it 
important to Storyful? 
“People will trust us if we 

Media Writer

Media Writer

BY LUAN 
JAMES 
GEARY

& OSCAR 
KILBRIDE 
CONDON

News from 
Noise

Wordsearch

give them reliable content. 
If we make mistakes the 
public tell us, especially 
if we translate something 
incorrectly. If they trust 
us maybe they will give us 
footage in the future,” said 
Claire.

Changing Face of News
In recent years many news-
papers have been includ-
ing internet news on their 
websites or on apps. Could 
digital news be the death of 
print newspapers? 
Why go digital? You can do 
a lot more with digital than 
print media. For instance 
videos don’t translate to 
print. If a picture is worth 
a thousand words, what 
must a video be worth? 
In print, breaking news 
may not get published until 
24 hours after the event 
has occurred. So essen-
tially it’s not breaking news 
at all!
According to Claire War-
dle, digital media is a es-
sentially free news. People 
don’t pay for online news 
whereas they will pay up to 
€2 for a newspaper.
So what are pros and cons 
of digital media? For start-
ers, you can get news in a 
click of a button, from all 
around the world, for free. 
Cons: You can’t always 
trust people to be telling 
the truth about a story and 
so sometimes you have to 
delve deeper . 
The differences between 
print and digital news is 
that in print media you 
go all around the world to 
maybe ask just one ques-
tion. Whereas in digital 
media you can find it very 
quick with social network-
ing sites. 
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NewsTalk Radio was 
founded on the 9 April 
2002 under Communicorp.   
It’s a radio station that 
mainly deals with sports, 
the economy and politics.  

Off the Charts 
If you want your book to 
sell well, have a movie 
made. This can be clearly 

Radio is the Theatre of the Mind
The station’s flagship 
morning programme 
“The Breakfast Show,” is 
presented by Chris Dono-
ghue between 6.30am and 
10.00am. Their audience 
consists of 60% men and 
40% women. They get their 
news from a variety of 
sources including journal-
ists, newspapers, inter-
views and social network 
sites. Twenty-six  local 
newsrooms get their news 
from NewsTalk each day.

We visited the Newstalk 
offices on Wednesday 
18 July. Sorcha Heron, a 
producer at NewsTalk, who 
acted as our tour guide, 
greeted us. She showed us 
around the newsroom and 
studios, introducing us to 
everyone. We even got to 
record our very own mock 
interview, which was great 
fun. On our way back to 
the interview room, we saw 
a band performing live on 
air. Neil Kavanagh, head 

of productions, showed 
us the sound systems. In 
his words, “radio is the 
theatre of the mind.” We 
then interviewed presenter 
Chris Donoghue and news 
reporter Anna Kavanagh 
who were very interesting. 
The newsroom was very 
busy with something going 
on in every corner, Anna 
only had five minutes to 
talk with us as she had so 
much to do.

shown by the success 
stories of book titles like 
Harry Potter, Twilight, 
The Hunger Games, Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo 

and Holes. This is known 
as the “book-to-movie 
bounce.” Another exam-
ple, My Sister’s Keeper 
achieved its highest weekly 

sales number, 81,000 dur-
ing the week it debuted, at 
theatres five years after its 
original publication!

ALISON TAIT

& 
CLIODHNA 

O’DONNELL
Media Writers

War of the Gamers - Alison Tait
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Anna studied communica-
tion in D.I.T for four years 
before starting at News-
Talk in 2006. She began 
as a freelance journalist 
before getting a full time 
position as a newsreader. 
Anna says that she loves 

her job as it involves meet-
ing lots of new and inter-
esting people. She has four 
minutes to round up all 

the news of the day! Anna 
said that she was extremely 
nervous at the start but 
she asked lots of questions 
and was given advice from 
other reporters. Anna’s 
loves how cool and inter-
esting her job is as no day

 

is the same but the end 
result is worth it. 

A Day In The Life at NewsTalk

Chris is a presenter for 
“The Breakfast Show” 
on NewsTalk Radio. He 
started working there nine 
years ago. At first he was 
a freelance reporter in the 
newsroom and then moved 
on to present. He gets up 
at half four in the morn-
ing to get ready to go to 
work. His show starts at 
6.30am and goes on until 
10am. Before a show, the 
production team gets his 
interviewers ready. He 
leaves at around eleven and 
goes home for a sleep. He 

takes conference calls and 
emails them to the studio. 
If Chris wasn’t a presenter 
he would be a pilot, an 
astronaut, a fireman or a 
photo journalist because he 
loves adventure. He likes 
the fact that every day is 
different, that he never has 
a normal day.  For exam-
ple, he interviewed a six 
year old who was singing 
with Bruce Springsteen 
the night before. He finds 
children and politicians 
the hardest to interview 
because children are quick 
to answer and politicians 
sometimes change the 
subject if they don’t want 
to answer a certain ques-
tion.  His favourite story 
was when he went to the 
U.S.A. to get information 
on America’s first black 
president, Barack Obama. 

Chris Donoghue Anna Kavanagh

Media Writer

BY ALISON 
TAIT

Interviewing Chris Donoghue at the NewsTalk Studios Anna Kavanagh reads the news

Sorcha Heron - Producer at NewsTalk

Media Writer
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Brenda Fitzsimons is 
one of Ireland’s leading 
photographers working 
today. She was the first 
female photographer to 
work for The Irish Times 
and has won numerous 
awards for her work. 

Why is photography 
important to you?

I love catching the richness 
and diversity in life. I love 
being at the front line of 
news and being the first to 
capture political figures on 
film as they make changes 
to the world.

Where did you study 
to become a photogra-
pher?

I am a self-taught photog-

An Interview with Brenda Fitzsimons

rapher. I was originally 
studying a different course 
in college but realized I 
was only doing it to please 
my parents. In 1983 I went 
to my local newspaper in 
Galway to work as a pho-
tographer for free in order 
to gain experience. I never 
looked back.

What makes a good 
photographer in your 
opinion?

They should be able to 
tell a story through their 
pictures unique to others. 
Every picture should tell a 
different story and depict 
a different message. A pic-
ture should stand the test 
of time.

Who are your favourite 
photographers?

There are different aspects 
of photojournalism, which 
I admire. For example in 

terms of war photography, 
Andre Leon is a favorite of 
mine while in terms of hu-
man photography I admire 
the work of Amy Vitale.

When did you start 
working for the Irish 
Times? What attracted 
you to work there?

I joined The Irish Times 
Team in the year 2000. It 
has always been an ambi-
tion of mine to work for 
what I consider to be the 
best newspaper in Ireland. I 
have always loved their style 
of photography. They give 
you trust and a license to do 
your job as best you can.

What are your favourite 
and least favourite parts 
of being a photographer?

My least favourite parts 
would be standing in the 
rain and waiting for up 
to 10 hours just to get 

one shot My favourite 
parts would be traveling 
the world, meeting new 
cultures. I’ve had some 
amazing experiences and 
am always learning.

Do you have any tips on 
taking a good photo?

My greatest tip would be 
not to be afraid to move 
forward and backwards 
from their subjects. People 
tend to become glued to 
the ground when they take 
photos. You are the creator 
of your own image. 
 
If you didn’t become a 
photographer what job 
would you have?

A forensic scientist. 

Media Writer

CLIODHNA
O’DONNELL
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Irish 
Olympian 
Profile: 
David McCann
David McCann was born 
on St. Patrick’s day. He 
is an Irish cycling profes-
sional. McCann was the 
Irish national road race 
champion in 2000, 2001 
and 2006. McCann has 
also won the Irish Nation-
al Time Trail Champion-
ship a record six times, in 
2001, 2002, 2003, 2005 

Katie Taylor is a boxer from 
Bray, County Wicklow, Ire-
land. She is 26 years of age 
and is currently the world 

The day before the Olym-
pic torch came to Howth, 
I had to go to sleep on my 
granddad’s yacht. I had to 
go to sleep at ten o’clock 
and wake up at six o’clock 
to get ready and go out to 
join the crowd of people 
waiting to see the Olympic 
torch.
Originally, I was supposed 
to sleep in my own house 
and wake up at six and go 
to school and have break-
fast there.
Eventually my school 
arrived to join me. As we 

The Olympic Torch:
Rossa’s Experience

Sports Writer
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BRENNAN

Sports Writer

BY ROSSA
BRENNAN

walked out into the viewing 
area, we were each given 
a balloon to blow up and 
wave around. When Cillian 
Kirwin arrived with the 
torch. Michael D. Higgins 
gave a speech.
Then when all the excite-
ment died down, I took 
the school bus back to the 
school. But on the way, we 
stopped at the beach and 
had lunch. We also crawled 
around the rocks and the 
tide came in and two peo-
ple were trapped out on a 
rock and they had to get in 
the water to walk back to 
shore.
After that, we drove back 
to school and we all went 
home and had a rest.

and 2010. In this year’s 
Olympics, David will take 
part in the Men’s Road 
Race and the Men’s Time 
Trial competitions.

women’s boxing champion. 
She started boxing when 
she was 12.
Her first big success was in 
2005 at the EAC European 
Amateur Championship 
in Norway. She won the 
gold medal defeating Eva 
Wahlström of Finland. 
Taylor recently qualified to 
compete in the 2012 Sum-
mer Olympics in London.
She competes in the light-
weight (60 kg) event and 
there are high hopes that 
she will win a gold medal. 

Katie 
Taylor

Sports Writer

JAKE
MURRAY
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CROKE
PARK

FASCINATING FACTS

• Did you know Croke
  Park can hold 82,300
  people.

• Did you know there
   is a time capsule 
   under Cusack statue.

• Did you know Bloody
  Sunday was the worst
  disaster in Croke Park
  history.

• Did you know the
  Sky Walk is 44 metres
  off the ground.

• Did you know the
  Olympic Torch came
  to Croke Park this
  year.

• Did you know Croke
  Park is one of the  most 
  carbon neutral stadiums
  in the world.

Eco-friendly clothing is 
much better for the world 
than man-made fabrics 
because it’s made from old 
textiles. One eco-friendly 
company is called Patago-
nia. It was founded in 1972 
by Yvon Chouinard.
Sportswear company Nike 
makes some of their sports 
jerseys from old water 
bottles. The company also 
made the most eco-friend-
ly jerseys for Euro 2012.
Rediscover is a great web-

The name Croke Park 
came from Archbishop 
Croke, who was the first 
person to give money to 
the G.A.A. The first match 
ever played in Croke Park 
was the all Ireland final, 
which took place in 1913.  
Croke Park is 99 years old.
Lots of really important 
events have happened in 
Croke Park, like the Queen 
of England came this year 
on her first visit to Ireland.
In 1920, Bloody Sunday 
happened. Bloody Sunday 
was when the British peo-
ple killed people because 
Ireland had killed some of 
their people. Croke Park is 
also used for big concerts 
like Westlife, Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, Lady Gaga, U2 
and Jedward. It’s also used 
for business meetings. 

Croke Park

Sports Writer
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site for recycled clothing. 
It also has a shop called
Ecostore on Ballymun 
Main Street.
Another website is Re-
dress. It was founded in 
2008 by Rosie O’Reilly, 
Kelly Dalton and Kate No-
lan. Better fashion is what 
they aim for. This means 
thinking about where your 
clothes come from and 
also recycling clothes. The 
company also holds an an-
nual Better Fashion Week 

where they sell fair trade 
clothing from different 
brands to show that there 
are different options when 
buying clothes.  We spoke 
to Rosie form Re-Dress, 
who told us that she thinks 
the situation is getting 
better and more people are 
aware of the importance of 
ethical fashion. 
I think this is an important 
trend in fashion as it’s bet-
ter for people and the
environment.

Jerseys 
Go Green
Eco-friendly 
clothing in 
sport

1. Turf toe is a painful 
injury to the base of the 
big toe that usually occurs 
in athletes who play field 
sports, like football and 
Gaelic. Turf toe can happen 
if your toe goes into the 

Sports Writer
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KINSELLA

ground forcefully or bends 
too far backwards.

2.Concussion is a serious 
head injury caused by be-
ing hit on the head. Some 
of the symptoms may 
include memory loss, sleep 
disturbances, dizziness, 
vision changes, confusion 
and tinnitus.

3.Whiplash injuries 
occur in sport when a 
forceful impact causes the 
head to move forward and 

5 of the Most 
Common 
Football Injuries

back quickly and violently. 
Symptoms may include 
lower back pain, dizziness, 
ringing in the ears, blurred 
vision and headaches.

4. Ankle sprain is caused 
by over-stretching the liga-
ments, sometimes when 
running and jumping. A 

sprain can be treated with 
rest, ice and elevation.

5. A blister is a bubble 
of fluid that you can get 
on your feet when your 
shoes don’t fit well, or are 
new. Footballers often get 
blisters.
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SPONSORSHIP IN SPORT

Heineken Cup

We interviewed Keira 
Kennedy, Peter Breen and 
Brendan Fanning. Breen and 
Kennedy work for Leinster 
Rugby Club as public relations 
officer and commercial and 
marketing manager, respec-
tively. Fanning is a rugby 
correspondent for The Sunday 
Independent. He has written a 
book about rugby called From 
There to Here.

To get ready for the Heineken 
Cup, the Leinster team had to 
do their research on the oppos-
ing team, eat right – they were 
not allowed to eat sweets – lift 

Sport sponsor-
ships have been 
around since the 
1980’s. One of 
the first clubs to 

get shirt sponsorship was Liverpool, with a spon-
sorship from Umbro. Since then, many football 
and other sport teams have gotten sponsorships 
as well. 

A sport sponsorship may consist of a company 
providing their product to a player, team or event, 
but money is normally given in exchange for the 
company to be shown on their jersey/shorts. The 
sponsor’s logo is on the front of the player’s shirt, 
so people will see the logo and support the brand/
company.

So, the sports clubs get paid for having the logo 
on the jerseys/shorts and that helps with their 
finances. 

Let’s look at Manchester United as an example. 
Their sponsor is AON insurance. AON is one of 
the biggest insurance companies in the world, 
with 62,000 employees in over 120 countries. The 
partnership started at the beginning of 2010-2011 
when AON became their principle sponsor. 
Arsenal is sponsored by Emirates, which is also 
the name of the stadium. In 2004, Arsenal signed 
a record-beaking 15 year contract. Then in 2006 
they signed for the Emirates to be used in the sta-
dium title for 15 years. So sponsorship has grown 
since the 80’s, with only one team with sponsors 
to almost every team!

weights, and train very hard. 
They drink an energy drink to 
keep them active in a match. It 
quenches their thirst, while the 
sugar gives them the boost of 
energy they need.

The Leinster team was over-
joyed to win the cup. They have 
won the Heineken Cup three 
of the last four years, making 
them the highest-ranking team 
in Europe.

The Leinster team crushed 
Ulster in London in May 2012. 
We hope the Leinster team 
keeps the title for many years 
to come.

They also compete each year 
in the Pro 12 Cup.
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FASCINATING FACTS FASCINATING FACTS

DID YOU KNOW the Lein-
ster team has been playing 
rugby for 133 years? It was 
founded in 1871, but only be-
came a professional team in 
1995. It has 13,500 members 
in its support club. 

Facts about Leinster 
Rugby Club
• Leinster Rugby Club was started
   by a committee in 1879.

• 5 players were signed to Leinster
   in the last year.

• Leinster are aiming to increase
  the number of members in their
  support club to 14,000 this year.

• The club recently built a new
  training facility in UCD 
  Canterbury is the company
  that provides the club with
  their uniform.

• The advantages of being a
   professional rugby player

• It’s an exciting job - the players
  are excited to go to work each
  morning.

• Players get free stuff

• Players are famous

• Players get paid very well

• Players get to travel a lot, for free

• Last, but not least, players get
   to meet other celebrities.

The Leinster Rugby Team’s 
mascot’s name is Leo. He is a 
lion who walks around with a 
big drum and tries to start the 
beat so that all the fans clap 
their hands. He acts like a 
cheerleader in a way because 
he leads the crowd in show-
ing support and boosting the 
players’ confidence.

NEW
RECRUITS
Leinster sends groups of peo-
ple out to different schools 
around Leinster to teach 
under-tens how to play rugby. 
If they like it, they might join 
a rugby club and get better at 
it. As they get better, they go 
to better clubs – there are 72 
in Leinster.

If they are really good at it, 
Leinster might spot them and 
give them a contract to play. 
The coach may even want to 
recruit them for the profes-
sional team. 

“Players must have the skill, 
the passion and desire to 
become professional, and 
the intelligence to absorb 
information and know how 
to perform under pressure,” 
said Peter Breen, the team’s 
public relations officer.
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