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Fighting for the Truth

naked truth

A group of 25 young people have 
published the first Fighting Words 
newspaper, The Naked Truth. 
The paper was created by 10 to 
13-year-olds on the Newspaper 
Journalism summer camp from 
July 25th to 28th. In four days 
the young journalists completed a 
24-page newspaper. They named it 
The Naked Truth after eagle-eyed 
reporters spotted a man sun-
bathing in his boxers on a balcony 
close to the office.  The newspaper 

Extra, extra, read all about it! Limited edition children’s newspaper hits 
the shelves created by one-of-a-kind journalists

SPORTS SECTION
Captain Paul Griffin explains 
why Dublin have a fighting 
chance of winning the All-
Ireland..

CURRENT AFFAIRS
As Amnesty International cel-
ebrate their 50th anniversary, we 
hear about their campaign to end 
Death Row across the world. 

SPORTS SECTION
We go behind the scenes at GAA 
headquarters Croke Park as 
the football and hurling season 
heats up. 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK Fight-
ing Words bites the Big Apple. See 
page 10 for all the details

POLITICIAN IN 
PINK TD Mick  
Wallace: ‘I went out 
of my way to say 
I’m not making any 
promises’

Summer 
CAMP 
2011

has five sections – Fighting News, 
features, current affairs, culture and 
media, and sport. The young jour-
nalists researched articles, attended 
a press screening, visited Leinster 
House and Children’s Books 
Ireland and Croke Park. They con-
ducted interviews with well-known 
people, including author Roddy 
Doyle, Dublin football captain Paul 
Griffin, politicians mick Wallace 
and Ivana Bacik and director Neasa 
Hardiman. Over the last week the 

young people said that now know 
how to write articles and put together 
a newspaper. Andrew (12) explained: 
“We’ve learned how to interview 
someone and how to write an article 
based on it.” Clíodhna (11) agrees: 
“It improves your writing and makes 
you more confident.” Donagh (13) 
has learned a crucial lesson about 
newspaper journalism. He said: “I’ve 
learned all about deadlines and word 
counts. You can’t be writing a story 
for too long!”

ThE
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COMPUTER GAMESwish list

hot

Not

head to head
JUSTIN BIEBER v RIhANNA

4

15

1

5

4

6/6

FACT FIlE
Age: 17
Born: 1st March 1994

FACT FIlE
Age: 23
Born: 20th February 
1988

GRAMMy0

2

4

1

1

0/6

GRAMMy NOMINATIONS

INSTRUMENTS PlAyEd

AlBUMS

STylE

TOTAl

Compiled by Fionn dennehy

ABOVE Captain 
America
LEFT Going to 
Sandycove or 
Donabate beach

Harry Potter and 
the Deathly  
Hallows. Part 2.

Going back  
to school

ABOVE Siblings 
taking the  
remote control
BELOW  
Rebecca Black’s 
song ‘Friday’

Outdoor  
swimming  
pools – as 
long as it’s 
not raining

Judy Moody 
books

Skinny jeans 
for boys

Justin 
Bieber’s 

hair

FIFA 12
€54.99
Fifa 12 is a football 
game. It is also avail-
able in PC, Xbox 
360. It has all the 
leagues in the world. 
It is 3 plus, so it is 
nearly available for 
all ages.

hARRy POTTER 
ANd ThE dEAThly 
hAllOwS PART 2
€49.99
This game is about harry 
potter trying to defeat 
Voldemort and defend 
Hogwarts. It is available 
also in DS, Wii, Xbox 
360. It is 7 plus.

CARS 2
€49.99
Cars 2 is like a world 
of cars and you can be 
Lightening McQueen 
and brand new char-
acters. It is available 
in Xbox 360 also. It is 
7 plus.

TRANSFORM-
ERS, dARk 
OF ThE MOON 
€34.97
This is a game with lots 
of cars and robots. The 
character you choose 
starts off a big robot 
and you can transform 
it into a car. It is 7 plus.
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Cartoon Corner   Get out of my life  By AdAM BOURkE ANd FIONN dENNEhy

QWhat is your  
job?

AMy job is directing Tracey 
Beaker returns. This involves 

working with writers to develop 
the stories, auditioning actors 
for the various characters, hiring 
and working with set designers, 
costume designers, make up artists, 
a cameraman, a lighting designer, a 
sound recordist, an editor, a music 
composer and lots of other talented 
people whose great ideas contrib-
ute to the show.

QWhat’s the best thing about 
your work?

AThe best thing about my work 
is getting to make up stories 

and then see them come to life. I 
particularly like editing, where I’m 
choosing which shot goes where 
and adding music. You can really 
change how a story works just 
by moving the shots around and 
changing the tone.

QWere you a Tracy Beaker fan 
before you were involved with 

the show?

AI have to come clean here 
and admit I had never seen 

the original Tracy Beaker series 
before I started working on the 
grown-up Tracy version, Tracy 
Beaker returns. I read the books, 
though, and I liked Tracy a lot. 
She’s a great character: she lies, 
she cheats, she’s mean, she gets 
into trouble ... But she’s got a good 
heart and usually she gets it right 
in the end. Danni Harmer is great 
fun to work with. She’s always on 
time, always knows her lines and 
is very easy company. Sort of the 
opposite of her on screen persona, 
Tracy Beaker.

QDid you have to travel much 
between Ireland and the uK?

AYes, I travelled over to 
London a lot while we were 

developing the stories. Then I 
travelled all over the uK looking 
for the best actors we could find 
for the stories. We auditioned over 
a thousand people! We filmed the 
series in a big house in Newcastle, 
so I was travelling to and from 
there a lot. This year I’m going to 
edit in Dublin, about five minutes 
walk from where I live. That will 
make a pleasant change.

QWhat got you into television 
in the first place?

AIf you like stories, art, music 
and maths, then film and TV 

is a great place to be. Directing 
drama is a combination of all those 
things.  That’s why I got into it. It’s 
the best job in the world!

QWhat was it like winning a 
BAFTA?

ABrilliant!  I was particularly 
excited because the BAFTA 

was presented to me by the actor 
Anthony Stewart Head. I love 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer and 
Anthony played the part of Rupert 
Giles, the knowledgable librarian, 
in that show. Getting to talk to him 
about making Buffy was thrilling.

neasa hardiman directs 
CbbC’s tracey beaker returns 
and works closely with the 
actors – we were lucky enough 
to get an interview with her.

Q&A

interview by lily Kenny 
and róisín Farrelly

ISOBEl
what’s in your lunch?  Banana, 
melon, granola and pasta salad
who made it? My dad
what’s your dream lunch? 
Chicken sandwich
what would be a treat? Choco-
late cake

PATRICk
what’s in your lunch? Bread ‘n’ 
hummus, Digestive biscuit, Hulu 
Hoops (Cheese and Onion), two 
sausage rolls and a Square bar
who made it? My mum
what’s your dream lunch?Square 
bar, Hula Hoops, lots of candy and 
Coke would be yummy
what would be a treat?  Square 
Bar

SAM
what’s in your lunch? Crisps 
sandwich and Square bar
who made it? Me
what’s your dream lunch? This 
lunch (nice but better warm chips)
what would be a treat?  Crisp 
sandwich

REBECCA
what’s in your lunch? Cheese, 
donut and two sausage rolls
who made it? My mum
what’s your dream lunch? Jel-
lies, donut and sausage rolls
what would be a treat? Donut

what’s
For lunCh?

Compiled by rosin  
Farrelly and lily egan
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gillian bird is an  
education officer in the dspCa 
and teaches children about 
responsible petcare.

n eva: How many cats do you get 
every year?
gillian: Well, last year we had 
1,671.
n eva: Does that include kittens?
gillian: Yes.
n eva: What are your future plans?
gillian: We hope to put an end to 
animal cruelty.
n eva: Have you ever had an 
expensive or endangered animal put 
into your care?
gillian: We usually work with 
circuses and we check up on their 
animals for them, including lions 
and tigers.
n eva: Do you get animals in your 
care at Christmas?
gillian: The animals given as 
presents at Christmas usaally end up 
coming here by easter.
n eva: Do you like your job?
gillian: Yes, I love it but it is hard 
when there’s lots of kids to teach!
n eva: What’s the best season for 
buying pets?
gillian: Summer becauses there’s 
lots of kittens and puppies born.
n eva: How old is the DSPCA?
gillian: It started in 1840 making it 
171 years old.
n eva: Who is the founder?
gillian: We don’t know but it’s 
probably Humanity Dick. He was 
from Galway and he set up the 
rSPCA in england.
n eva: How long do you keep the 
animals?
gillian: From three weeks to some-
times forever.

Call the DSPCA on (01) 499 4700 or 
visit www.dscpa.ie for more informa-
tion on how to adopt a pet.

By EvA  O’BEIRNE
pets 
Corner

Leo was rescued by the Dublin 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (DSPCA) 
when he was around four years 
old. He was found close to 
Bray. When the DSPCA found 
him he was very skinny. Being 
skinny is dangerous for Leo’s 
breed. Leo is a Norweigan 
forest. Norweigan forests 
have to put on weight for the 
winter. Their tummy fat helps 
keep them warm in winter. 
Leo was taken back to the 
DPSCA shelter and he was 
cleaned and fed. He was in 
perfect health and strangely 
had no microchip. Leo is five 
now and has a loving family 
to look after him and give him 
cuddles. The DSPCA turned his 
life around. The DSPCA helps 
animals like Leo every day and 
gives them loving families to 
look after them. When I went 
to the DSPCA’s cat shelter 
Leo came right up to us and 
started purring. When we went 
into an office Leo started yowl-
ing and wouldn’t stop until we 
came out. I knew he was the 
perfect cat for us and we were 
perfect for him.

WISH LIST: Lego for under €25

harry potter Quidditch 
match (€24.99)
In this Lego set you can build the 
Quidditch pitch, mess with the 
Quaffle and try catch the snitch.

the Captain’s Cabin 
(€12.99)
Build the cabin and fight as Jack 
as you try to steal the Captain’s 
ship-in-a-bottle.

lego alien Conquest  
tripod invader (€21.99)
In this set build the Alien Tripod 
Invader and try catch the humans 
running for cover with help from 
alien slaves.

spongebob heroic heroes 
of the deep (€16.99)
Build the boatmobile and try catch 
plankton with the help of Sponge-
bob and Patrick.

ANdREw
Andrew is wearing 
a blue t-shirt and 
a hoody jacket and 
checked blue, grey 
and white shorts and 
white and black Nike 
runners.

hANNAh
Hannah is wearing 
a stripy purple and 
white top with rolled 
up sleeves and a 
frilled black skirt. 
She has Converse 
shoes with a red 
handbag to acces-
sorise.  

ANTONIO 
Antonio (waiter in Énoteca 
D’asti) is wearing a black 
shirt and black apron 
accessorising with black 
earrings, a black ring and 
a green watch. 
He considers this his uni-
form and wears something 
more casual on weekends.

Fighting Words Fashion

Compiled by  
roisin Farrelly,  

lily egan and  
eva o’beirne

STREET 
STylE: 
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CurreNt affairS

elias Dempsey, rebecca Carmody 
and Sam Bradshaw caught up with 
Senator Ivana Bacik to speak about 
the current state of the Seanad and 
her own perspective on topical 
issues.

explaining that the Seanad 
debates legislation, Ivana revealed 
that the main topic under dis-
cussion yesterday was a bill on 
sentencing. She explained that 
under the proposed amendment, 
a judge sentencing a convict to a 
term in prison might instead have 
the convicted person complete a 
period of community service, this 
punishment would be more suit-
able for people who had commit-
ted non-violent crimes and would 
be cheaper for the state. “People 
who committed a crime would be 
doing useful things, like cleaning 
up a canal or painting an old public 
building,” she said. They would 
therefore not be mixing with other 
criminals and less like to return to 
prison.

Commenting on the life of a 
senator, Ivana said that on a busy 
day, the Seanad can be in session 
until 10 pm or later, but that on a 
regular working day, they finish at 
around 5 pm. When asked what a 
senator’s salary is, she was unsure 
of the exact figure due to recent 
pay cuts, but said that it is approxi-
mately €50,000 per annum. She 
did not think the Seanad should 
be abolished but reformed. If it 

was abolished, she said she would 
like to see the Dáil reformed to 
incorporate some of the things the 
Seanad does, because “the Seanad 
would scrutinise the bills more 
than the Dáil.” “A new system will 
be coming in September where 
individual members of the public 
can ask the Senate to consider 
a specific issue,” she said.  As a 
female politician, she believes that 
women in politics are restricted 
and Leinster House is still very 
much a man’s world. 

Ivana has called personally for 
the decriminalisation of cannabis. 
In light of this, we asked her opin-
ion on how heroin addicts should 
be treated. “There is a much easier 
case to be made for the regula-

wORkING hARd IN
A ‘MAN’S wORld’

CORRESPONDENTS

elias 
dempsey

& 
rebeCCa 
Carmody

&
sam 
bradshaw

People who  
committed a crime 
would be doing 
useful things, like 
cleaning up a  
canal or paint-
ing an old public 
building

tion rather than criminalisation of 
cannabis,” she said. With regard to 
heroin, however, she would like to 
see a revised drug court that would 
treat heroin addiction as a medical 
condition.  

When asked to comment on the 
behaviour of Gardaí at protests, 
Ivana replied, “there were some 
problems with the way police have 
dealt with protests in the past, 
particularly in relation to student 
protests about fees. “In the eight-
ies, guards were heavy handed..I 
was on those student protests in 
the eighties. [The Gardaí] need to 
change and respect people’s right 
to protest, and be more low key as 
well.”  
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bea and Kaitlinn with mick

Td’S FIGhTING wORdS

“I went out of my way to say I’m 
not making any promises. I don’t 
want to be elected because of local 
issues like bad potholes.”

Does this sound like your aver-
age TD? Well, mick Wallace could 
never be accused of being average. 

Wallace is a keen football sup-
porter and has coached the Wexford 
under 18s county team for 20 years 
and also the under 16s team for 
the past 13 years, which have both 
achieved much success under his 
guardianship. 

He studied english, History and 
Philosophy at university Col-
lege Dublin. He subsequently got 
a teaching degree in 1983, but 
decided to deviate into the construc-
tion industry instead of pursuing 
education.

He has completed many well 
known building projects, such as the 
Italian Quarter on Ormond Quay, 
Behan Square near Croke Park and 
a nine-storey office block for Am-
nesty International on Fleet Street in 
Temple Bar.

In more recent times, the com-
pany has extended into the food 
and wine industry, with a number 
of Italian bars and restaurants, and 
they import food and wine directly 
from a specific region in Italy that 
Wallace has forged links with.

As a TD, Wallace hoped to 
achieve political reform, which he 
has defined as having fewer TDs 
and also to intrinsically change the 
role of the TD to ensure it has a 
more national outlook.

“At the moment, most of their 
energies are spent looking after 
things at a very local level… which 
certainly isn’t very healthy.”

Wallace was elected in his local 
Wexford constituency with 13,329 
votes, topping the poll. 

His dislike of the media is well 
known, and his recent brush with 
them hasn’t increased his liking for 
them. Wallace was criticised for 

miCK wallaCe relaXing at the weXFord youth Football Club grounds. 

“I was wrong to 
offend her, but I 
did not intend to 
do so.”

describing an outfit worn by fellow 
TD Mary Mitchell O’Connor as 
something “Miss Piggy” would 
wear. But Wallace defends his 
involvement with the incident, 
describing it as simply “a chat” that 
was blown out of all proportion.

Wallace claims it was a private 
conversation made public and that 
certain newspapers, particularly the 
Daily Mail and the Irish Independ-
ent, made it into a much bigger deal 
than it needed to be. 

“I was wrong to offend her, but I 
did not intend to do so.”

Wallace would like to see more 
women in politics, but he realises 
that there are a lot of reasons that 
make it more difficult for them 
to advance, such as the current 
childcare situations. He notes that 
the major parties of Fianna Fail and 
Fine Gael have made it more dif-
ficult for women to progress throuh 
the ranks.

As for Wallace himself and his 
future, he thinks he probably won’t 
change that much. “I’m going to 
continue to try to be honest.”

CORRESPONDENTS

bea 
JaCKson 
& 
Kaitlinn 
mCColgan

faCt fiLe
MICk wAllACE 

Date of birth: 9/11/1955
Place of birth: Wellington-
bridge, Wexford
Motto: Life is short. Work hard, 
play hard, love football.

n Wallace’s parents ran a genral 
merchant business in Welling-
tonbridge, which  his brothers 
still run today.
n After secondary school, Wal-
lace studied history and english 
at uCD, followed by a teaching 
degree.
n “I couldn’t afford to teach. 
There was more going for push-
ing a wheelbarrow.”
n He started investing in land in 
the late 1990s.
n He managed the Wexford 
Youth Club at under 18’s level  
for over a decade and has over-
seen their rise to the top of the 
underage game in Ireland.

Dublin’s football mad 
politician tackles all 
of the big issues
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ThE RIGhT TO lIFE...

Human rights organisation Am-
nesty International has more than 
15,000 members and supporters in 
Ireland and has 3.2 million people 
working in over 150 countries 
around the world. It was founded 
by British lawyer Peter Benenson 
in 1961. Noeleen Hartigan cam-
paigns with Amnesty International 
to stop the death penalty world-
wide and combat miscarriages of 
justice.  She visited The Naked 
Truth office to be interviewed by 
reporters Kaitlinn mcColgan and 
Adam Bourke about work.

QAmnesty International have 
released a new stamp with 

An Post. Why did you put a 
stamp?

AIt is to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of Amnesty 

International. A birthday present 
for ourselves.

Q how close is Amnesty In-
ternational to achieving its 

goals after 50 years?

AWe’re making progress. Some 
countries have the death 

sentence, e.g. Iraq, Pakistan. After 
9/11 death sentences went up in 
the uS. 

Qhow do you go about trying 
to get rid of the death pen-

alty? Do you have different ap-
proaches to different countries?

AThe only country in europe 
with the death penalty is Bela-

rus, which is still executing prison-
ers. Amnesty is sending letters for 
them to stop executing. We are 
trying to get rid of it in countries 
like China that don’t have any ac-
cess to Facebook or Twitter, where 
it’s harder to communicate. Iran is 
the scariest country – they had 19 
people killed in the first week of 
the New Year. 

Qhas the death penalty ever 
been used on children in 

Europe?

ANo.

QIs the death penalty increas-
ing worldwide?

AThe death penalty is decreas-
ing worldwide.

QTell us about 
 Peter Pringle. 

APeter was charged with terror-
ism in the IRA and charged 

with murdering an Irish police 
officer. He was in jail for 40 years 
and he was innocent. When he got 
out, he started working for Amnes-
ty. He met Sunny Jacobs (a woman 
put in prison for almost 17 years 
wrongly accused for the murder 
of two policeman in America) and 
they are hoping to get married.

QWhat can we  
do to help?

AYou could join Amnesty and 
children could encourage 

parents to join.

QWhen was the death penalty 
last used in Europe?

A. It was in Belarus last year.

Contact Amnesty International on 
(01) 863 8300 or see www.amnesty.
ie

noeleen hartigan. Photo by Adam Bourke

The death penalty  
is decreasing  
worldwide.

CORRESPONDENTS

adam
bourKe 
& 
Kaitlinn 
mCColgan

firSt 
thoughtS
ClIF MORlAN

Clif is from Chicago and 
has volunteered with 
Fighting Words for two 
years. Here we asked 
him to tell us the first 
thing that came into his 
head when he heard 
the following words: 

wall? ...............Window
hammer?  ............. Nail
green?  ................ Blue
pencil?  ...............Paper
squirrel?  .............Nuts
banana? ............ Bread
grass?  ................ Rain
suitcase?  .........Handle
sugar?  ...............Spice
pJs?  .............. Bottoms

Sunny Jacobs and Peter 
Pringle (above), both former 
death row prisoners recently 
unveiled a new 55c stamp 
celebrating 50 years of  
Amnesty International at the 
G.P.O. The two of them are 
encouraging people to  
abolish the death penalty. 
Something as simple as  
writing a letter can help  
save a life.  Elias Dempsey
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Standing up 
Front Line is an NGO (non govern-
ment organisation) set up in Dublin 
in 2001 by Mary Lawlor, the former 
director of Amnesty International 
Ireland. She remains the
director of Front Line today. Front 
Line’s aim is to help human rights de-
fenders in different countries around 
the world when they are attacked, 
persecuted or put in jail
for standing up and speaking out for 
the rights of others. Human rights 
defenders are people who work 
non-violently against human rights 
abuses. For example, Front
Line provides financial support to 
those who need security measures in 
their offices, such as CCTV, stronger 
doors and bars on the windows. There 
is also a training programme in com-
puter security. They also campaign 
for indivuals in jail or at risk of being 
put in jail and/ or tortured. Front Line 
believes the more people who know 
about the injustice in some countries 
the safer it will be for everyone.

Front Line’s main campaign at the 
moment is on behalf of former Front 
Line Coordinator for the middle east 
Abdulhadi Al Khawaja in Bahairn an 
island next to

Saudi Arabia. There were many 
protests against the government in 
Bahrain starting in February 2011 
and Abdulhadi wanted to join them. 
He left his job at Front Line and 
was arrested a month later. He was 
imprisoned and tortured. He was later 
sentenced to life imprisonment after 
an unfair trial. Front Line has an on-
line protest against his imprisonment.

Front Line also sponsors the annual 
Front Line Award for Human rights 
Defenders at Risk.

 by isobel JaCKson

Andrew Anderson is the Deputy 
Director of the Front Line or-
ganisation. He manages the peo-
ple in the offices and does some 
public work. Front Line’s main 
office is in Dublin and there is 
also an office in Brussels so that 
Front Line can work with the
main eu organisations more 
easily. Andrew is from Scotland 
and lives in edinburgh. He en-
joys soccer and supports Celtic. 
Andrew’s work is sometimes 
dangerous. He said that once 
when he was in Afghainstan, a 
few days after he landed at the 
airport, a bomb went off in the 
airport. He also said that when 
he was staying in Burundi, he 
could hear gunshots not too far 
away from his hotel. Andrew 
keeps in touch with the past 
winners of the Front Line Award 
for Human Rights Defenders at 
risk. For example, he recently 
returned from Dr Mudawi’s 
daughter’s wedding in Khar-
toum, North Sudan. He said it 
was very nice to help people and 
that he hopes he is making their 
lives a bit easier.w

By david O’Sullivan

Sentenced SUDO: 
Dr Mudawi
When we met Andrew Anderson, 
Deputy Director of Front Line, 
he told us about Dr Mudawi 
Ibrahim Adam. Andrew first met 
Dr Mudawi in 2003, when he was 
working for Amnesty International. 
Dr mudawi works for the Sudan 
Social Development Organisation 
(SuDO) and he won the first Front 
Line Award for Human Rights
Defenders at Risk in 2005. At the 
time he won the award, he was in 
jail for the third time in eighteen 
months. Dr Mudawi told Andrew 

that he believes that going to jail
is almost part of his job. He’s not 
happy about it but his family is 
more upset by it. His wife and one 
of his daughters traveled to Dublin 
to collect the award, which was 
presented by President McAleese.

SuDO is a national organisa-
tion that brings people together 
to exchange ideas and work out 
problems. SuDO is also provid-
ing food and medical assistance to 
people escaping the fighting in the 

south of the country. According to 
Andrew, Dr Mudawi “thinks that 
the attention he received because 
of the attention he got for the
award and the support that he got 
from President McAleese and the 
Irish government helps to make it 
more difficult for the government 
to stop him.” Front Line believes
that Dr Mudawi is very brave 
because he has been tortured for 
doing his work and that is why 
they gave him the award.

Dr Mudawi continues to work with 
SODu today. He will be coming to 
Dublin to attend the Dublin Plat-
form for Human Rights Defenders 
in September 2011, which is a 
meeting for human rights defenders 
to share experiences and meet peo-
ple from governments and NGOs.dr mudawi

proFile

CORRESPONDENT

adam 
bourKe

andrew anderson,

Fighting for rights 
on the Frontline
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ryday. What I like most is meeting 
people and getting out, talking 
to people and gathering material 
– what I have always done as a 
journalist. I don’t like administra-
tion and accounts.’

She is full of praise for her staff: 
‘I work with lovely people Barry 
edits video, Lochlann edits audio 
and Lisa has been working on the 
fighting words documentary.

For her programs, she is 
inspired by the everyday world 
around her. ‘every single day, 
every person you meet has a story. 
The trick is how to get the story 
out of them. You have to ask lots 
of questions. Journalists have to be 
curious.’

How does she see the future? 
‘The internet is the future.  We 
make everything digitally in Tv, 
radio, photography. It has made 
everything more accessible. 
Digital tools lets everyone make a 
credible program.”

happy to dedicate your life to 
media production? Fo’ Shaw

Telling stories, that’s what radio 
producer Helen Shaw does through 
digital media, TV and radio. The 
award winning Managing Director 
of Athena media speaks to eva 
O’Beirne and roisin Farrelly 
about how she got started and the 
programmes she makes.

‘I wanted to be a journalist since 
I was a little girl’, says Helen. ‘I 
studied journalism at DCu, and 
started in print journalism with the 

Irish times when I was about 22.’
I then worked for rTe radio 

and television, the BBC and set 
up rTe Lyric Fm. I set up my 
own company Athena Media in 
2003 making content for radio, 
television, online and mobile for 
rTe and other broadcasters and for 
companies like VHI, and charities 
such as Headstrong which works 
with people suffering from mental 
health.

She is currently making a radio 
documentary ‘Word of mouth’ 
about Fighting Words which will 
be broadcast in September on 
Lyric Fm.  Since February, her co-
worker Lisa followed the stories of 
teenagers and young children and 
their passion for writing including 
the transition year students about 
the writing of their book ‘Lost in 
Transmission.’ 

Helen loves the variety in her 
job and goes to work happy. ‘I’d be 
bored if I did the same thing eve-

digital producer: helen shaw

iN Brief
hElEN ShAw
n Former Managing Director  
of RTE Radio 

n Print journalist with The 
Irish Times

n Current affairs producer 
with RTE, 

n News editor with BBC 
Northern Ireland 

n Helen was the first woman 
appointed to the Executive 
Board of RTE

n Founded Athena Media in 
September 2003

We interviewed Sorcha to ask 
her some questions about being 
a Journalist.
aliCe: “how did you become a 
journalist?”
sorCha “I became involved 
with a student newspaper called 
the University Observer and at 
the same time became involved 
in RTE.”

egin “would you recommend 
your job?”
sorCha “I loved my job. I loved 
editing and design.”

aliCe: “what was the hardest 
part of the job?”
sorCha: “The deadlines.”

egin “what is the easiest 
part?”
sorCha “Writing and drinking 
coffee.”

aliCe “did you get paid? how 
much do you get paid?”
sorCha “Yes, at the Daily Star 
I got paid. It would take me 20 
years as a teacher to get the 
same salary again.”

egin “what advice would you 
give to people who want to get 
involved in Journalism?”
sorCha “Get involved in local 
media, or college newspapers if 
you’re in college. Just get experi-
ence.”

by aliCe dolan 
and egin Jensen

Journos
back chat

CORRESPONDENTS

eva 
beirne 
& 
roisin 
Farelly
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TRAVEL TIPS: New York, not so know top ten things to see

A BRONX TAlE: FIGhTING
wORdS IN ThE BIG APPlE

In the month of May 2011 four 
Fighting Words volunteers, Orla 
Lehane, Brian Herran, Vinnie 
Quinn and Jean Hanney were 
invited for a three day trip to New 
York by Imagine Ireland to host 
three courses, one for elementry 
school children, one public event 
and one for teenagers. 

They were joined by the three 
Irish authors Colum Mc.Cann, the 
novelist who won the IMPAC prize 
2011 and the Best Foreign Novel 
of the year award in China, the 
poet Paul Muldoon and playwright 
Barbra Hammond. The trip was 
focused mainly on the work shops 
but they spent a lot of time travel-
ling to the libraries and meeting 
the different groups and staff there. 
’One of the best parts of the trip 
for me was meeting so many great 
people - the students we worked 
with were lots of fun but I also 
loved chatting with the American 

off two trays of pizza, each a metre 
long.
Their trip also involved a visit to 
the centre 826 New York which 
is similar to 826 Valencia an 
organisation in San Francisco 
founded by the writer Dave egg-
ers. The entrance to 826 New York 
is through a superhero store.The 
volunteers visited the store on their 
last afternoon and all took turns 
dressing up in capes and masks 
and standing on the wind machine 
practising their poses! . 826 New 
York is thriving and as well as 
creative writing workshops, 826 
New York does work in schools 
and runs homework clubs.
There are many more versions of 
826 in America and and a similar 
one in London called the Ministry 
of Stories set up by Nick Hornby. 
There are two more opening in 
Sweden in the near future.
All the volunteers agreed that it 
was a fantastic experience and 
would like to go back to New York 
again and do more work shops and 
perhaps a second trip to the Italian!

One of the best 
parts of the trip 
for me was meet-
ing so many great 
people”

[1] Superhero store 
at 826 Brooklyn

[2] Staten Island 
Ferry (it’s free!)

[3] Breakfast in a 
diner (not free but 
still worth it)

[4] Hamleys toy store 
(definitely not free)

[5] Street Meat- hot 
dogs in Central Park

[6] T- shirt shopping in 
Times Square

[7] Taxi driver’s tales
[8] Subway

[9] Brooklyn Bridge

[10] Little  
Italy

volunteers and staff. We got a great 
welcome,’said Jean. Another vol-
unteer, Brian, said the highlight of 
the trip for him was the work shop 
with the young adults and teenag-
ers in the Bronx. He said it was 
really fun and interesting because 
they came up with inventive stories 
and ideas. Orla agrees with him 
that the workshop with teenagers 
was particularly enjoyable. It was 
a very short trip but they managed 
to see some of the sights. After a 
workshop in Little Italy they they 
went to a pizzeria called L’asso 
where the group managed to polish 

hard at worK: students get Creative

CORRESPONDENT

isobel 
JaCKson
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world class: cover for the new book

TRANSITION TAlES: 
4Th yEAR FABlES

Lost in Transition is a book of 
short stories written by Fourth 
Year students. It was published by 
Fighting Words. The students were 
from Scoil Chaitríona, Glasnevin. 
It was published. The group came 
together in the Creative Writing 
Centre called Fighting Words on 
Thursday afternoons. They wrote, 
redrafted and edited their stories. 
They were helped and encouraged 
by the Fighting Words volunteers.

Orla has worked with Fight-
ing Words since it opened. She 
managed the whole book project. 
First she contacted the school to 
see if they wanted to write short 
stories and then worked with 
the teacher and the volunteers. 
The volunteers worked with the 
students each week.  Orla planned 
what they were going to do every 
Thursday, whether it was writing 
or brainstorming. She worked with 
the editors , cover designer and 
the printer. She told me about the 
process of publishing the book. 
‘You get together the finished 
stories, the cover and the other bits 
of the book’ she says.  She edited 
it, printed it, put the ISBN number 
on it and register it. She had to get 
the imformation out to book sellers 
and get the book into shops. 

Orla said she really enjoyed 
working with the students of Scoil 
Chaitríona and she loved the way 
all the stories were different. She 
thought the stories were really 
impressive. She also worked on 
Fighting Tuesdays with Larkin 
Community College, which was 
the first book project Fighting 
Words did. It took each class from 
September-may to make and 
publish the books. It may seem a 
long time but Orla explained when 
you’re publishing it doesn’t seem 
that long because you also have 
the holidays. Orla gives ‘Lost in 
Transition’ 10/10. She says all the 
stories are great and written with 
feeling.

We interviewed two students, 
Sadhbh Ní Bhrion Ní rian and 

The naked Truth finds 
out about a new book 
by tranisition year 
students from Scoil 
Chaitríona ... 

Seona Ní Nualláin, from Scoil 
Chaitríona who published stories in 
Lost in Transition, 

Sabhah is sixteen, lives with 
her parents, sister and cousin. Her 
autobiographical note in the book 
records that she is funny and likes 
vegetables, chocolate and tea. Her 
favourite memory of Fighting 
Words is when she and her class 
got to walk Sabhah said she really 
liked how every Thursday her 
class would walk through the park 
to get to the centre. Her favourite 
thing about Fighting Words is 
how relaxed it is. Sabhdh’s story 
is about a strange girl who is able 
to read peoples minds but is wor-
ried about something. She got the 
idea because one day, a volunteer 

asked her what she wanted to call 
her story and she said ‘no clue’ 
and that’s where the idea started. 
Sabhdh doesn’t write any more but 
she comes up with lots of ideas 
and makes lists of emotions in her 
head. She found it hard to write her 
story but liked it a lot.

Seona is 16 she lives with her 
parents, her sister and her brother. 
She plays piano, banjo and the 
violin. She performed in two 
orchestras but now see’s in one and 
is pretty serious about it. Seona de-
cided to write a sad story because 
she thought the book needed it. She 
likes to read sad stories and watch 
tragic films for the thrill. In her 
story, the narrator runs away from 
home. Years later, she comes back 
to see her mother, who turns out 
to be in hospital with Alzheimer’s 
disease. I asked Seona was this 
was based on something that had 
really happened and she said an old 
woman she had known had died. I 
also asked her did she have a good 
relationship with her own mother 
and she said ‘yes, very good.’ She 
writes different types of stories, 
if she’s given an open choose she 
likes to change the topic every 
time. She said working with fight-
ing words was the best thing she 
did in fourth year and that fighting 
words improve her writing skills 
by 100%

The author , Anne enright , 
wrote the introduction to the book. 
She could tell how much work the 
students had put into their stories 
and wrote that it was an important 
piece of work. Anne enright ‘Sto-
ries, by definition, are about things 
that matter’. She talks about each 
story and why she liked it. She also 
remembers how she used to write 
when she was younger saying ‘I 
still have the pieces I wrote when I 
was fifteen and sixteen’.

Lost in Transition is on sale now. 
It costs €9.99 and is a paperback 
with 195 pages. You can find out 
more about it on their facebook 
page. We’ve certainly enjoyed the 
book, some of the stories were re-
ally funny and made us laugh.

by Cliodhna 
o’donnell, 
hannah 
o’dwyer and 
andrew FoX
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why did you volunteer 
for Fighting words?
Sarah: I wanted to 
meet new people and I 
think Fighting Words is 
useful.
Jane: a friend told me 
about it and I thought 
it sounded fun.

do you enjoy working 
with kids?
Caitlin: Yes very much
Sorcha: I love it. I’m 
trained as a primary 
school teacher

what do you do on 
your spare time?
Deirdre: I read, go to 
the cinema and go to 
the theatre.
Clif: I go to matches, 
read, listen to music 
and go to movies with 
my wife.

have you met any 
famous people with 
Fighting words?
Caitlin: I’ve met Roddy 
Doyle and an author of 
vampire books
Sarah: Not really, I’ve 
been in the same 
room as Roddy but I 
have not actually
talked to him

do you write at 
home?
Clif: Not really but I 
read lots.
Jane: No I’m a graphic 
designer.

Written by Clíodhna 
O’Donnell and Hannah 
O’Dwyer

Vox PoP:
vOlUNTEERS

Famous writer mentors new authors in transition
Roddy Doyle described to me 
how he mentored Scoil Caitrio-
na’s fourth year students in the 
making of Lost in Transition. He 
said the students were very hard 
working and keen. They were 
very well behaved but like with 
all teenagers there were some 
rows! I asked him what advice 
he gave to the students. He said 
‘ I advised them to write quickly 
and correct later. If you’ve only 

CORRESPONDENT

andrew 
FoX

Scoil Chaitríona’s fourth year used 
modern technology to publi-
cise their book, taking Lost In 
Transition off the bookshelf and 
introducing it to the world wide 
web. They set up a Facebook page, 
created a Youtube video and even 
wrote a blog on Irishtimes.com. 
Andrew Fox and Isobel Jackson 
interviewed Kevin Ó  Laighin and 
Éadaoin  Ní Fhaoláoin about their 

involvement in the online chapter 
of the LIT story. Sixteen year old 
eadaoin Ni Fhaolain’s short story 
‘Pretty Damn Wonderful’ in the 
book LIT is one of the 23 short 
stories written by Scoil Chaitrio-
na’s fourth year students mentored 
by the authors Anne enright and 
Roddy Doyle. Her involvement in 
the book is slightly more media 
focused than her classmates as she 

wrote a series of blogs for the Irish 
Times website. every week she 
was e-mailed a list of suggestions 
and questions for her to choose as 
well as putting her own photo-
graphs up. She also had to look 
at her other two classmates blogs, 
Dearbhla de Burca Ni Bhaoill and 
Nathan O Dulainne, so they would 
not be similar. ‘I never realised 
how much work went into the 
publicity and media side of a book, 
technology is definitely a big thing 
in books.’ Kevin Lyons is sixteen 
and is the creator of a hilarious 
video that promotes the book 
that was posted on youtube. He 
explained to me how it came about. 
He reckoned that lots of teenag-
ers go on facebook so they would 
be able to see it and read about 
the book and want to buy it. But 
the class was worried that some 
people are lazy and so might not be 
bothered reading about it. So that’s 
where the idea came about putting 
a video up on youtube. Kevin made 
a video about President Obama 
making a speech, which he altered 
and cut together to make it seem 
like Obama was promoting the 
book. Obama proclaims‘Lost in 
Transition is a brilliant novel of 
extraordinary stories from very 
talented Irish people from Scoil 
Caitriona’. The youtube clip has 
had a huge amount of hits, to date 
over 1400, and you can search 
for it under Obama plugs Scoil 
Caitriona.

SCOIl ChAITRIONA IS 
lOST IN TEChNOlOGy

one page finished after a day you 
don’t really want to write the story 
anymore but if you have four or 
five pages done you’re keen to 
finish it’.
Roddy will do a book every year 
with a transition year class. Next 
year Mount Carmel will be coming 
into Fighting Words to write their 
own collection of stories. Roddy 
choose this school because they 
have been visiting the centre since 

it first opened in 2009. He is very 
excited about working with the 
school because there are a lot of 
different nationalities. When I 
asked him why this was exciting to 
him roddy Doyle replied ‘Some of 
the best novels written in english 
in the past thirty years have been 
from writers who speak english 
but are from non english speaking 
countries’.

Éadaoin  ní Fhaoláoin and Kevin ó  laighin



13Fighting words summer camp| 2011|naked truth  

fW NeWS

Cbi: dublin!
Children’s Books Ireland 
talks to the Naked Truth
We talked to mags Walsh, Director 
of Children’s Books Ireland (CBI).  
She has been working with CBI for 
six years. “I liked the idea of work-
ing with books,” she said explain-
ing why she took the job. She’s the 
youngest of six so her house was 
full of books. Her favourite chil-
dren’s books are Danny Champion 
of the World by roald Dahl, Pippi 
Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 
and How to Catch a Star by Oliver 
Jeffers.Children’s Books Ireland 
(CBI), formed in 1996, is an or-
ganization that encourages people 
to read and appreciate children’s 
books.  Director mags Walsh 
thinks pictures are just as important 

as words so kids shouldn’t stop 
reading picture books once they’re 
able to read.  She feels that books 
you read when you’re young 
influence you later and that a book 
can change how you feel about the 
world.  CBI sometimes doesn’t 
have enough money and staff to 
do what they want to do.  CBI 
organizes the Bisto Book Awards 
and Walsh says that “It’s really 
good fun … because young people 
get to pick of the awards.”   CBI’s 
next event will be at an urban farm 
and is called “Bookworms Invade 
Airfield!” 

MORE TO COME ...

Laura Jane Cassidy has written 
one book, Angel Kiss. The book is 
about a fifteen year old girl who 
moves to the country and discovers 
that she can connect with spirits.

Laura got the idea for Angel Kiss 
four years ago while daydream-
ing during a college lecture. She 
wrote the book during the summer 
of 2007, after going to a workshop 
with author Sarah Webb, who gave 
Laura several writing tips. After 
reading the first draft of Laura’s 
book Sarah advised her to do a lot 
of rewriting before sending it to the 
publishers. 

Laura spent the next six months 
rewriting and then a further 
eighteen months trying to get it 
published. As often happens with 
first time writers, her book was 
not immediately published and she 

Irish author Laura 
Jane Cassidy spills 
the beans on her 
work, her influences 
and just how difficult 
it can be to get  
published 

faced twelve rejections. “each time 
I got a rejection it didn’t get any 
easier,” says Laura. “But I stayed 
optimistic and believed that the 
right publisher would take it on 
eventually.” 

Her persistence paid off when 
Puffin, the same company who 
published roald Dahl and eoin 
Colfer, finally published her book. 

like to be a lawyer, especially after 
seeing Legally Blonde. Now she 
says if she couldn’t be a writer she 
would be a director because she 
loves acting and theatre. However, 
as an author she will always write 
for teenagers. Where some authors 
might say that writing for adults 
would be a step up, Laura views 
writing for teenagers as a privilege. 

In Laura’s opinion the best 
way to improve your writing is 
to practice. That’s why she thinks 
that Fighting Words is a brilliant 
resource. A lot of the time authors 
will get into a routine with their 
writing and may realize that they 
have not seen another person for 
days. Laura admits that when she 
is on a roll she can even write for 
twelve to fourteen hours in a day.  
“Writing can be very solitary, so 
it’s good that people can come 
and write together at Fighting 
Words,” she says. She says she also 
loves coming into Fighting Words 
because of the great energy in the 
place and would like to see more 
places like it. 

Right now there is a great com-
munity of Irish authors writing 
young adult fiction. These authors 
include Anna Carey, Denise 
Deegan, Geraldine meade, Sheena 
Wilkinson, Claire Hennessey and 
Deirdre Sullival.

Laura has a second book com-
ing out in may of next year. She 
says she is excited because there 
are people waiting for this next 
book and she hopes it will live up 
to their expectations. Her second 
book, about a girl who goes miss-
ing on the night of her eighteenth 
birthday, is her main focus at this 
time. She does admit to having an 
idea for another book, but is hesi-
tant to say much about it in case 
she decides not to write it.

author: laura Jane Cassidy

I stayed optimistic 
and believed that 
the right publisher 
would take it on

She realized later that the other 
publishers weren’t good fits. 

Her parents and brothers were 
very supportive throughout the 
writing process. They encouraged 
her to take time off to work on her 
book and kept her going through 
rejections. 

When asked who has influenced 
her work she says she’s always 
hesitant to say who her influences 
are because she worries people will 
think she is comparing herself to 
them. She did, however, men-
tion uS author John Greene and 
contemporary mystery writer Jenny 
Valentine. She is not exactly sure 
what inspired Angel Kiss, but says 
it was probably a culmination of a 
lot of different things. 

Laura wrote a lot as a girl. In 
fourth class her teacher, ms. King, 
encouraged her to write. She made 
such an impression that Laura 
named her main character after Ms. 
King. ms. King came to Laura’s 
book launch.

When she was a girl Laura loved 
reading Roald Dahl’s books. Her 
favorite was Matilda, followed by 
The B.F.G. and James and the Gi-
ant Peach. She also enjoyed series 
of books such as the Babysitter’s 
Club and the Saddle Club. 

She didn’t always want to be 
an author. When she was younger 
she wanted to be a vet because she 
loved horses. unfortunately she 
was afraid of most other animals. 
After she realized being a vet was 
not for her she thought she would 

CORRESPONDENT

aliCe 
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CAPTAIN AMERICA: A POTTEd hISTORy

Despite being very long and having 
a historical setting during WWII, 
Captain America was surprisingly 
good and entertaining. We all know 
how Captain America became 
famous but if you don’t, he rose to 
fame from being in comic books, 
TV shows, serial radio programs 
and some others. To be honest, I 
don’t watch super hero movies and 
the last and probably only super 
hero movie I saw was Spider man 
the first. even I have to admit that 
this movie was pretty amazing. The 
movie was hilarious in some parts, 
for example, Peggy (played by 
Haley Atwell) tries to shoot Captain 
America because she is angry with 
him. It is silent for a minute and 
then Captain America turns to his 
friend and says “I had some ideas 
for the new suit.”

The acting in this wasn’t that bad 
either. Haley Atwell proved herself 
not to just be eye-candy, acting as a 
Commander who falls in love with 
Captain America. As this is usually 
the case in super hero movies, it 
was no real surprise. Chris evans 
was a very good actor in this movie 
as well. As he went from a skinny, 
weak boy to a big muscular man. 
The only thing I will say is that 
there is one very cheesy German 
accent in it.

A bad thing in the movie is that it 
is set during WWII. I didn’t like this 
as super hero movies are normally 
set in the future. It made the movie 
very old-fashioned and it was a bit 
unrealistic as they had a Range Rov-
er in one part. I expected super hero 

hIS REvIEw:  
dONAGh CORBy

 “I expected it to 
be over exagger-
ated and that 
it would just be 
everyone in it 
being beaten up. 
But it was the 

best of its kind in 2011. I’d be 
the first one in the cinema if 
there was another coming out. 
I would rate it 4.5 stars. 

hERS REvIEw:  
AlySSA dElAhAN-
MEAdE

 “I expected it 
to be very good 
because Chris 
Evans was in it. 
I think it lived up 
to its expecta-
tions I would 
really like to see 

the next one because Thor is 
in it. I would give it 4 stars.

hERS REvIEw:  
AlICE dOlAN

 “I didn’t know 
what to expect 
because I have 
never watched a 
super hero movie 
before. I enjoyed 
the movie and I 
really liked the 

explosions. I’d absolutely love 
to see the next one, as it looks 
really good. I would rate it 4 
stars.”

Steve Rogers was born on the 
4th of July to Irish immigrants 
Sarah and Joseph. After the 
break out of WWII young Steve 
Evans attempts to serve his 
country. He was rejected for 
being too frail and small. This is 
the plot of the Captain America 
comics. The first Captain Amer-
ica comic was made in 1941 
and sold nearly one million cop-
ies. It instantly became Marvel’s 
best selling comic. Depicted as 

fighting Adolf Hitler on the front 
cover of the comic, even though 
USA hadn’t entered the war yet 
and wouldn’t for another nine 
months. After the war no one 
wanted super hero comics and 
Captain America died out with 
a total of seventy-five issues. 
It was revived again in 1964 
and became an instant hit. 
He had a red and blue shield 
and costume with a white star 
on his chest. Captain America 

shared a name with someone 
born two centuries before him, 
who was his ancestor, Steven 
Rogers. Rogers was a soldier 
in the Revolutionary War and 
was so patriotic and effective 
that his fellow soldiers named 
him Captain America. Captain 
America’s powers include peak 
human potential, expert hand to 
hand combat, all terrain acrobat-
ics and vibranium steel alloy 
shield. Johann Schmid, Captain 

America’s arch enemy, was born 
in 1919 and his mother died 
during childbirth. His father tried 
to kill him but he was stopped 
by the doctor and he later com-
mitted suicide. Schmid was left 
to grow up on the streets and 
discovered that his hobby was 
killing. He was noticed by Hitler 
and later went on to be one of 
his main commanders.

movies to be big, shiny, and set in 
the future. But this was exactly the 
opposite. It was all explosions. I 
would say that this is a boys own 
movie for your dad and some parts 
are very violent. It was a very long 
movie, as it was two hours. 

There were some parts in it 
where nothing was going on and it 
would be a bit boring, but it would 
pick up the pace after that. All in 
all, this was a very good movie and 
I would like to buy the DVD when 
it is released.

Classic
comic
book
hero
hits the
screen
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head to head
MARvEl v dC

ESTABlIShEd

hEAdqUARTERS

OwNEd By

Compiled by Fionn dennehy

Marvel was established in 
1939 by by Martin Goodwin.

DC was established in 1934 
by Martin Wheeler Nicholson.

It is owned by Walt Disney.

Its head quaters are 417 
Fifth Avenue New York, New 

York.

its best known character is 
spiderman

Real name: Peter Parker 

Powers: super human 
strength, agility and reflexes, 

can shoot exetremly strong 
durable webs, has a genius 

level intellect.

Location: New York City

Enemies: Sandman, Venom, 
Carnage, Green Goblin, Doc-

tor Octopus.

It is owned by Time Warner.

Its head quarters are 1700 
Broadway, Midtown Manhat-
ten, New York, New York.

its best known character is 
batman.

Real name: Bruce Wayne

Powers: he is not actually 
super but is exetremly agile, 
intelligent, strong and skilled 
in martial arts.

Location: Gotham City

Enemies: Joker, Harlequinn, 
Catwoman, Poison Ivy, Two 
Face.

ROB CURlEy 
(SUB CITy 
COMICS)
marvel or dC? 
Marvel, for that one 
because it’s what i grew 
up with.
who is your favorite X-
men? I always thought 
ArkAngel was really 
cool.
if you were a super 
hero what power 
would you like to 
have? I’ve wanted to fly 
since I first started read-
ing comics so I’d have to 
say flight.
what inspired you to 
get into comics?
I started reading comics 
when I was seven after I 
saw a programme called 
“Why Don’t You?”  
There was a guy on it 
with a massive collection 
of comics and I also had 
a friend that was really 
into comics and he gave 
me a lend of his.

PhIl BARRET 
(COMIC BOOk 
CREATOR)
marvel or dC?
Marvel probably...
who is your favorite 
X-men or teen-titan?
Teen-Titans.  They’re 
kind of like a boy band.  
You can choose which 
personality you like 
best, and I personally 
would go with Beast 
Boy.
if you were a super-
hero what power 
would you have?
The ability to never have 
to sleep so I could work 
more.
what inspired you to 
get into comics?
I always loved drawing 
and writing stories so it 
just seemed natural to 
combine the two.  In the 
early nineties I heard 
about self publication 
and that was a big inspi-
ration to me.

lIAM GERAGhTy 
(ThE COMIC 
CAST)
marvel or dC?
Marvel
who’s your favorite 
X-men? 
I never actually liked 
X-Men very much... 
The only one I can 
remember is Wolverine 
and I didn’t particularly 
like him at all.
if you were a super-
hero what power 
would you  have?
The power of invis-
ibility because there’s a 
world of possibility.  I 
could go to the cinema, 
concerts, plays all free!
what inspired you to 
get into comics?
When I was younger I 
didn’t like comics very 
much.  But when I was 
in the States I read an 
independant comic 
called Summer Blonde 
by Adrian Tomey.

uNdergrouNd to SurfaCe
When you think of superhero com-
ics you might think of the popular 
American comics such as Marvel 
and DC. You never actually realise 
that there are other independent 
comics out there. They may not 
be as popular as the big publish-
ers, but they’re certainly just as 
good. The American classics 
almost shadow the smaller comic 
businesses that people are trying to 
create. Lots of people in Ireland are 
creating their own comics. They 
usually sell them in markets or 
comic book stores.

Squarebound is an annual one-
day Irish comics event that takes 
place in the Irish Writer’s Centre. 
Ireland has its own home grown 
podcast called the comic cast 
and even main stream publishers 
have gotten in on the act; last year 
O’Brien Press published Blood 
upon The rose by Gerry Hunt. 
The 1916 rebellion is told as a 
graphic novel through writer and 
artist Gerry Hunt’s eyes. The book 
covers the story from the early 

planning to the final executions 
and includes the tragic romance 
between Joseph Plunkett and Grace 
Gifford. 

Over the past ten years, dedi-
cated comic producers have come 
to the fore. People such as Phil 
Barrett and Paddy Lynch have been 
publishing exciting alternative 
comics.

Liam Geraghty and Phil Barrett 
are working on a new and upcom-
ing comic that will be included in 
the comic anthology, Gazebo. Liam 
is writing the strip and Phil is do-
ing the illustrations. The name of it 
is Therapy. It’s about a normal per-
son that goes into therapy because 
he is having a mental breakdown 
and he tries to piece his life back 
together. Gazebo is an in dependent 
comic book. Issue 1 was launched 
the 9th July 2008 in Thomas Reads 
in Dublin alongside a new Irish 
comic book podcast called comic 
cast. So next time you think of 
comic books you will not just think 
of American super heros.



16 naked truth | Fighting words summer camp| 2011

CuLture

gIgglers 
TO a gIrl
Roddy Doyle speaks about his previous works for kids, and the new project he has in the works

Roddy Doyle is an acclaimed 
author having written many books 
including the “Rover” Trilogy. As 
I sat down with the man himself 
in “The Naked Truth” newsroom 
we immediately started to discuss 
the antics of his creations “The 
Gigglers”

“Well the first one [The Giggler 
Treatment] came to me when my 
daughter (now 13) was a baby. We 
were going down to the DART 
station with my two sons who at 
the time were 7 and 5. I thought 
we would arrive at the same time 
as the DART did, but the road 
was very narrow. Also it had dog 

poo all over the path. So we were 
trying to avoid the poo and I could 
hear the DART coming and in 
factwe didn’t make it and I was 
really angry. The thought came to 
my head: ‘What if someone put 
it there to annoy me?’ That’s the 
great thing about being a writer. A 
bit of annoyance becomes an idea 
for a story.”

Having never written for a 
younger audience, he needed to 
find a way to get into children’s 
books. “I used to tell stories to 
my sons and they enjoyed them. 
I would stop work on my adult 
books at 5 o’clock and I’d write 

what became The Giggler Treat-
ment and read it to my sons later 
that night. It became a bit of an 
event!”

rover Saves Christmas was also 
originally meant for his kids. “A 
year later, it was Christmas and I 
thought it would be really great to 
write a story for my own children 
to read at Christmas and that be-
came rover Saves Christmas.”

Roddy’s books were just as 
widely accepted by children as his 
adult ones were. “I was used to 
that [adult] world. I’d been doing it 
for fifteen years and then suddenly 
I’m not only writing for children 

CORRESPONDENT

donnagh 
Corby
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but children seem to enjoy what 
I’m writing about. So many people 
have read The Giggler Treatment. 
There seems to be a copy of it in 
virtually every house.”

And his newest project, Grey-
hound of a Girl, to be released in 
September is also looking forward 
to a good reception. “What I 
wanted to do was write a story 
about death because it’s a subject 
we all encounter. Pets die. Grand-
parents die.

even when we’re young. We 
don’t want it to happen, but it’s 
inevitable. We’re all mortal. I 
wanted to write a story that was 

a nice story and that included the 
fact that someone in the story was 
going to die.”

But it wasn’t actually children’s 
books that launched his illustrious 
career in literature. His book-cum-
movie trilogy of Barrytown books 
was the start of his writing life. 
“Where I lived [Kilbarrack] it was 
almost countryside when I was a 
kid. Then the fields were bought 
up by builders and the city council 
and into these houses came people 
from the inner city and they went 
to the school I was teaching in. I 
got to know the place. I grew up 
listening to the young people in

The Commitments and then I 
heard their parents who became 
characters in The Snapper and The 
Van.”

The three books mentioned 
became movies that went on to 
gross tens of millions of American 
dollars, won piles of prestigious 
awards and one of which was even-
nominated for an Oscar. “I met a 
lot of producers and most of them 
were not very impressive until I 
met one producer called Linda 
Myles who became the producer 
of The Commitments and she was 
lovely.”

What arguably kept the magic 

of the books on-screen was the fact 
that Roddy was involved a lot more 
than other authors in the produc-
tion of these films. “I ended up co-
writing. Alan Parker, who directed 
The Commitments, wanted the film 
to be true to the spirit of the book.”

In some cases, he not only had 
people wanting to change the 
North Dublin spirit, but even move 
it from Ireland. “One producer 
wanted to resituate the book to 
New York and basically take the 
entire guts out of the thing.”

Thankfully he kept the Dublin 
spirit he is famous for and we 
eagerly await his next project.
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TAkE A 
wAlk 
IN ThE 
PARk

Croke Park is well and truly amaz-
ing. It has so much to offer, be-
cause it is more than just a stadium. 
We went on a tour of Croke Park 
recently with Niall Bishop from the 
marketing department. We went 
downstairs, under the stands, and 
saw the fantastic lounge we’d ever 
seen.  The lounge was amazing 
– it where the players go if they 
win.  It has a cool chandelier that 
that lights up in the same colour 
as the winning team’s jerseys. In 
the changing rooms, there’s a mini 
fridge with drinks of the players’ 
choice. The day we were there, it 
was stocked with PowerAde.  The 
changing room also has all of the 
jerseys from every team in the 
GAA, even old ones. There is a 
practice room in on the same level 

Fighting Words 
journalists get a 
close up look at an 
amazing historical 
stadium

as the changing rooms. It is indoors 
not outdoors so the teams can 
practice even if it’s raining.  There 
is also an interview room high 
above the stands where the players 
and managers can talk to the press.  

There was an interview going on 
during our visit so we didn’t go 
in.   There is also a media centre 
near the interview room.  We went 
up there and the view is awesome. 
Also in Croke Park is the second 

largest screen in europe.  Niall 
says in the future they will have a 
skywalk on the roof that will go all 
around the stadium but they have 
to finish the roof first. 

1870s
Created by 

Maurice Butterly

1887
GAA 
split

1908
Bought by Frank 

Dineen for £3,250

1916
Reduced to rubble 
at Easter Rising

1921
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match played
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Opened to the 

public

2007
English team sing 

God Save The Queen
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1400s
Rugby 

invented

1913
Bought by GAA 

for £3,500

1920
Michael Hogan

killed
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ROyAl vISIT 
Queen elizebeth (or Lilibeth as she 
pronounced her name when she was 
small) became Queen in 1952. Her 
real birthday is the 21st of April 
but she celebrates it on the second 
Thursday of June. She holds record 
for richest lady on earth, 54th ruler of 
england and the 4th Queen. She also 
has the 2nd longest reign in england.  
In 1997 Hong Kong left the Brit-
ish empire. Her son, Prince Charles 
married and divorced Diana Spencer. 
Diana died in a car crash and co many 
people are uneasy about Charles 

becoming King. most people think his son William (who married 
Kate middleton earlier this year) will become king. In 2011 the Queen 
visited Croke Park.

2011 (July)
Croke Park recieves half of the sports 

reporters from The NaKed Truth

2011 (17 May)
Queen of England 

visits

SOME-
ThING  
FOR U2  
OThER EvENTS  
AT CROkE PARk 
n As well as GAA matches, 
Croke Park holds many other 
events. Take That, u2, Celine 
Dion and Westlife have 
all played concerts there.   
Discussions are being held 
to host American football in 
the future.  When the Aviva 
Stadium was being built, 
soccer and rugby matches 
were held there.  In 1920, 13 
people were killed in Croke 
Park by the British Army dur-
ing the War of Independence. 
That day is known as Bloody 
Sunday.

n As well as GAA, Croke 
Park holds many other events. 
In May Celine Dion will act. 
In June Westlife. Also pos-
sibly American football will 
be held. It is not a very good 
chance, but it might happen. 
In 1920 13 people dies in 
Croke Park. That day is now 
known as bloody Sunday. 

By Egin Jensen and 
Patrick Gaffey

qUESTIONS 
wITh NIAll 
BIShOP 

Compiled by  
Conor Farrelly

2010 
David Henry/ 

Paul Griffin
Raheny/Kilmacud 

Crokes
2009

Paul Griffin
Kilmacud Crokes

2008
Alan Brogan

Oliver Plunketts ER
2007

Colin Moran
Ballyboden St.Endas

2006
Bryan Cullen

Skerries Harps
2005

Paddy Christie
Ballymun Kickhams

2004/3
Ciran Whealan

Raheny
2002

Coman Goggins
Ballinter St.Johns

1998-2001 
Dessie Farrell

Na Fianna

ThE BOyS 
IN BlUE

CAPTAINS ThROUGh 
ThE yEARS

SPORTS

patriCK 
gaFFey

We met Niall Bishop on our tour 
of Croke Park.  We asked him 
so many questions that it nearly 
turned into an interview.  Niall 
works in the Marketing depart-
ment.

According to Niall, the hardest 
job in the stadium is the grounds-
keeper.  There is a team of three 
groundskeepers and they have 
to keep the grass spiked, which 
means that the air circulates 
through it, making it easier to 
play on.  

Groundskeeper may be the 
hardest job but there are no easy 
jobs.  Most of the jobs are done 
by volunteers.

Niall talked a lot about the 
President and the Stadium Direc-
tor.  They are the most interest-
ing jobs and the jobs with the 
most hours.  The most dangerous 
job, however, is the referee – and 
that is because people are always 
disagreeing with you! 
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PeNaLty Shoot out
ROONEy v TORRES

FACT FIlE
Nickname Wazza
Age: 25
height: 5ft 9in
Born: Croxteth,  
Liverpool, England

FACT FIlE
Nickname El Nino
Age: 27
height: 6ft 1in
Born: Fuenlabrada, 
Spain

ClUB GOAlS117

284

71

26

8/10

25.6M

148

330

115

49

4/10

50M

ClUB APPEARANCES

INTERNATIONAl CAPS

INTERNATIONAl GOAlS

MOST RECENT 
TRANSFER FEE

FORM

dream teamFANTASy 
FOOTBAll

Compiled 
by robert 
o’sullivan

Stephen Cluxton
Dublin

1

Paddy kelly
Cork
11

Ciaran donaghy
Kerry
14

Johney doyle
Kildare

8

Colm Cooper
Kerry
12

Marty Clarke
Down

15

Barry Cahill
Dublin

9

Micahel Shields
Cork

3

Phily McMahon
Dublin

4

Rory O’Carroll
Dublin

2

Ger Brennan
Dublin

6

Paudie kissane
Cork

7

Paul Galvin
Kerry

5

Bernard Brogan
Dublin

10

donacha O’Connor
Cork
13

Compiled by adam bourKe

1 In ladies football, a 
player may pick the 

ball up straight off the 
ground, as long as they 
are standing up.

2All women matches 
last for only 60 min-

utes, as men’s matches 
last for 70 minutes.

CORRESPONDENTS

ruth 
o’hora
& 
sophie 
hunt Quinn

dIFFERENCES BETwEEN MEN  
ANd wOMEN’S GAA FOOTBAll

3Kick-outs may be taken 
from the hand in ladies 

football.

4It is allowed to change 
the ball from one hand 

to the other by women. 

Compiled by sophie and ruth

Rachel Ruddy Player of the 
year 2008. Won a Dublin Sen-
ior Camogie championship

Siobhán McGrath Two  
times ladies all star foot ball 

champion
Gemma Fay Teacher at St. 
Marks Community School
denise Masterson Won three 

Leinster football finals
Amy McGuinness Won an All 
Ireland Senior title

Sinead Ahern Scored 13 
points in last year’s All Ireland 
final. An inspiration to women 

to this day. 

wOMEN GAA SPORTSTARS

girLS VS. BoyS
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OUT NOW!

with an Introduction by Anne Enright

“The problem of loving people is on every page of this collection 

and it is tackled head on, with wit, inventiveness and great cour-

age. This is important work.” 

Published by Fighting Words, Lost in Transition is a book of 
short stories by twenty-three transition year students

Stories 
by Fourth 

Year 
Students  

from Scoil 
Chaitriona, 
Glasnevin
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By Conor Farrellydoctor, doctor
What exactly are the  
cruciate ligaments and  
what ways do we put  
them at risk?
THere Are TWO CruCIATe LIGAmeNTS in the knee, the anterior 
(front) and the posterior (back). The cruciate ligaments secure stability in 
the knee. You can injure your crucite if the knee is bent and forced in the 
opposite direction, if the leg is locked and the body pushed forward or by 
a twist of the knee while playing sport.

dUBlIN CAPTAIN REMEMBERS 
CROkE 
PARk

“IT WAS A BrILLIANT 
eXPerIeNCe. It was summer, 
there was a huge crowd and the 
hairs stood up on my neck” says 
Paul Griffen, “But when you get 
into it, you play football and the 
crowd goes away”. 

 Griffen has been missing foot-
ball lately because of a cruciate 
injury. “It was the first time I was 
injured and it was weird watching 
the lads run onto the pitch with-
out me. I had to go back to the 
gym and get back to work”

Nowadays players are put un-
der enormous pressure from fans. 
“It’s still football and if I think 
about it too much I just remember 
that and all the pressure goes 
away”

His most pressurised game 
was against Kildare in the 2009 
Leinster final . “It was a great 
victory as it was my first final as a 
captain and we only pulled it out 
of the bag in the closing minutes, 
so I was really happy.” 

Dublins All-Ireland chances 
ended that year against Kerry 
and in particulare Colm ‘Gooch’ 
Cooper. “The Gooch kicks off 
both feet and uses the ball very 
well, both passing and shooting. 
He doesn’t let the ball go easily.”

A lot of fans left Croke Park 
extremely disappointed. Griffens 

Paul Griffen talks 
about family support 
and the highs and 
lows of playing for 
Dublin

family was and still is very sup-
portive of him. “My parents were 
alwasy very supportive of me, 
dropping me to matches and the 
Dublin underage games which 
were a long way away.”

He started football at the age of 
5yrs. He stopped playing hurling 
and soccer to focus on football as 
he captained the under age teams 
and then later, the under 21s.

His club means a lot to him 
and when we asked him about 
how the All Ireland Club final 
compares to a Leinster final he 
said; “ It’s different because the 
club final is with guys I grew up 
with and you know them and it’s 
a great honor for you and every-
one involved in the club.”

The GAA is a mature 
organisation. Pauls works as 
a physio. He worked in NRH 
and focusses on spinal injuries 
which happen in car accidents 
and head injuries due to strokes. 
“I don’t think it will be a good 
idea for the GAA to go pro as 
it would lose that volunteer 
feeling.”

He still has a lot of craic with 
the Dublin team. He thinks the 
funniest person on the Dublin 
team is eamonn Fennell, the 
slowest is Mossy Quinn and his 
best friend is Bryan Cullen.

His team is missing him very 
much.

above: paul griffen (centre) with Conor Farrelly, david o’sullivan and robert o’sullivan. below paul griffen injured

It was weird 
watching the lads 
run onto the pitch 
without me.” words: Conor Farrelly, david 

o’sullivan and robert o’sullivan
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SUPER 
HERO
PEAT
SPEAKS

What do you do when your mum 
puts you into a basketball club so 
that you stay off the street? 
After this happened to  Lindsay 
Peat she went on to become a na-
tional cup champion with her team 
DCu mercy, However, Lindsay 
isn’t  just a basketball player. She 
is also an  All Ireland football 
player for Dublin’s ladies.

Lindsay was 23 years old when 
she fell in love with football 

because all of her friends played, 
so she said: “I’ll give it a go”. After 
a few years of training, She joined 
Dublin’s ladies team, and  won an 
All Ireland along side all of her 
team-mates in 2010: “Winning an 
All Ireland makes you feel like you 
are walking on air, like you are a 
superhero!”. Lindsay admires her 
Dublin teammate Niamh mcevoy, 
because of her team spirit. The 
toughest team they have faced is 
Cork.

Lindsay’s club, Parnell’s,  big-
gest rivals are St Bridgets club. 

However, she has friends on that 
team, so it isa healthy rivalry. Her 
advice is to begin GAA at a young 
age: “they need to work on the 
high catch. Some teams have it and 
some teams don’t. the ones that 
have it are better.“ Lindsay keeps 
fit by training five times a week. 
Lindsay gets more excited then 
nervous before any match. In her 
opinion if she had to give up either 
football or basketball, she would 
have to give up both and take up a 
new sport, as she would miss one 
too much!

sporting hero: lindsay talKs to ruth and sophie

CORRESPONDENTS

sophie 
hunt-Quinn 
& 
ruth 
o’hara

GAA
The Gaelic Athletic Associa-
tion was formed in Thurles, co. 
Tipperary in Hayes’s Hotel in 
1884 .The GAA was formed 
because the english had their 
own sports and the Irish didn’t 
have any of their own sports. It 
was agreed that Davin was to
be president and Cusack as the 
secretary. Michael Cusack was 
a native of Carron Co. Clare 
and he qualified to be a school 
teacher, and later joined the 
civil service. He was greatly 
interested in Gaelic culture, 
language and literature. In the 
first meeting in Hayes hotel on 
the 1st of November 1884 there 
was thirteen at it. They agreed 
to ask Dr.Croke, Archbishop of 
Cashel, Charles Stuart Parnell, 
leader of the Irish Parliamen-
tary party and Michael Davitt , 
head of the land league, to
become patrons of the organi-
zation. A second meeting was 
held in the Victoria hotel, Cork, 
on the 27th of December 1884. 
The nationalist mP, William 
O’Brien, offered the GAA 
space in his newspaper, united 
Ireland, for weekly articles and
notices.

BlOOdy 
SUNdAy

The day began with an IRA 
operation to assassinate the 
“Cairo Gang”, a team of
undercover British agents 
working and living in Dublin. 
Twelve were British Army 
officers, one a member of the 
Royal Irish Constabulary and 
lastly a single civilian inform-
ant. Bloody Sunday was a day 
of violence on 21st of De-
cember 1920, during the Irish 
War of Independence. It was 
during a Gaelic Football game 
between Dublin and Tipper-
ary on Sunday in Croke Park. 
The British burst in with and a 
bulletproof tank. They stopped 
in the middle of the pitch and 
opened fire on spectators and 
the players. Thirty- one people 
were killed in the incident and 
lots of people injured. This 
was a form of retaliation by the 
British Army.


