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'BILLY, DARLING, you really should go tobed now." "But Mommy, I want some choc•olate." "No, it's time to go to bed. Hurry upnow."As the sun shines in through the curtainsthere is a loud knock at the door. Mom walks in andwakes up the boys. "Billy, wake up. It's a big day for you today. Getready and come down for breakfast." Billy jumps out of his bed. He is so excited. It'shis first day at school Billy is a small boy with tiny little fingers and brown curly hair. He sllares hisbedroom with his 16-year-old brother, Patrick, a la­zy teenager. Billy is only four years old yet verynosy. They are a small family living in Dublin. Theirdad died just before Billy was born. Billy's mom walks over to Patrick. "Wake up, Pat." He turns the other way around in his bed. Mompulls his blanket off and throws it into the comer. "I said wake up!" In a few minutes Billy comesdownstairs with a teddy bear in one of his hands. "Mommy, Teddy said he wants to come with meto schooL" "Oh Billy, don't be silly. Sit down andeat your cornflakes." Billy looks at her with his puppy-dog eyes. "Don't even look at me like that." He sits at the table, lifts up his right eyebrow andpicks up the spoon. When he is finished, he runs back upstairs tobrush his teeth. He gets his little stool from the cor­ner of the bathroom and drags it over to the sink.While pulling the stool. he spots a small spider atthe bottom of the wall. He quickly gets his broth•er's toothbrush and follows the spider. When hegets a chance, he smashes Patrick's toothbrushagainst the tiny creature. He carefully observes thespider. sniffs the toothbrush and puts it back with­out rinsing it. Suddenly, Patrick rushes into the bathroom withhis schoolbag. Billy runs back to his mom andPatrick starts brushing his teeth not having a cluewhat Billy has done. Patrick flies down the stairs and shouts, "Ma,Pmleavin'." "Are you not going to have anything to eat?" "Nabb, gonna get something in Centra." "All right. Have a nice day, Pat." "Oryt, u too." When Patrick leaves, Billy runs upstairs to gethis bag. He rushes into the room and gets con•fused, as he can't see his bag anywhere. Billy care­fully looks around the bedroom with a wrinkle inhis forehead. When he spots the bag in the corner,he puts it on his shoulders and starts picking hisnose. ''Billy, hurry up please!" Mom shouts. Billy quickly licks the green, slimy booger andruns down. "C'mon, let's go, pet." It is a five-minute walk to get to the s�hool.When they arrive the teaeher is there to meetthem. "Nice to meet you," Ms Roche grce dwm. "Nice to meet you too," Mom � Billy stares at the teacher a 1f h 1s an alien.They say their goodbyes as the school bell finally rings. Billy is seated with a boy called Jmun . All ofthe kids think that Billy is really cool because hehas SpongeBob on his schoolbag. When lunchtimestarts, the sixth-class minders enter the room. "Hi girls," says Ms Roche. "When they are fin.ished with their lunch, you can bring them out intheyard." "Yes, miss." When the girls tum their back on the class,Jimmy throws an apple at one of them. All of a sud­den she turns around and the apple hits her in the face. "Aaaaaaaa!!!!ll!! My eye!' She runs out cry­ing. The other girl is just standing there. Shedoesn't know whether tO give out or run after herfriend. A few minutes later the teacher comes intothe room still holding a fork in her hand. "Who threw the apple at Emma?" There 1s silence. Jimmy, scared that the teacher
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will give out to him, says, "Billy did.""Billy, come with me now!" "It wasn't mee-e," Billy sobs. Ms Roche goes over to him. She grabs his armand drags him with her. "This behaviour is not acceptable!" The principal is nowhere to be found. Luckily forBilly, Patrick.and his mates come to collect him forhis dental appointment. They sign out of the bookand leave. On their way to the dentist, Jack(Patrick's friend) spots a girl that he has liked forages. "Oh my God, she's a babe." "Look at her legs," says Patrick. "Patlick, what's a babe?" asks Billy."You are, ha, ha, ha." They all laugh except Billy. When they arrive at the dentist, the dental assist­ant walks into the waiting room and calls out thenext patient."Charlotte Farley here?" Some girlstands up. "Excuse me," Patrick interrupts. The dental assistant turns around and looks athim.. "We have an appointment at 11.05, but we are afew minutes late." "What's your namer" "It's for Billy Thompson." "Can you hold on a minute, please?" Patricknods. She comes back and says, "Your appoint•ment is on Tuesday." "Yea, so are we next?" "No, sir, today is Monday." As Patrick goes quiet, his friends start to laughat him. "Oh, alri, thanks." • "No problem," answers the dental assistant. Patrick talces Billy's hand and leaves with hisfriends. Once out of the building, Patrick's mateshead off to the gym. "Text me when you get home," says Jack. "Will do," answers Patrick. When they get home, the house smells phe­nomenal. Mom has just cooked roast potatoesand chicken. "MoJilmy!" exclaims Billy. "Oh hey, darling. How did your day go?" Billy looks around and answers, "I'm hun•gry." "Go and get changed first." Billy goes up to his room. When he enters, be sees Patrick without a shirt. He seems to bereally happy for no reason. "Hey Bill, come over for a sec." "No, Mommy told me to get changed and then go down to eat my dinner." "All right. Wanted to show you something cool Ifound the other day." Billy is curious and goes over to him. Patrickquickly grabs him and makes him smell his hairy armpits. "Mommmmmm!!f' He coughs and triesto call her again. "Mommml!!' ow that's how a real man smells,"Patrick laughs. He lets Billy go. As quick as he can, Billy runsto the door, wipes his face and yells, "I'm going to tell Mom .what you did to me!" He sticks his tongue out.Patrick just laughs at him. Billy runs down: "Mom,Patlick made me smell his armpits!" "How many times have I told you to stay away from him, huh?" "He tlicked me. He said he was gonna show me something." 'Tll talk to himlater, hun." "Okay." Patrick comes down to have his din·

ner.-When they are all sitting at the table and enjoy­ing their meaJ, Billy says, "Mommy, guess who I am?" He stands up, lifts his leg on the chair and tick­les his little fingers up his leg. "I don't know, who?" "A babe." "Don't be silly Billy." "I'm not! Patlick said that rm a babe.""Patrick, will you ever grow up?" "Chill. It was only for a laugh." She gives him the look and there is silence. Billyleaves the table and goes up to his room. He de­cides to have a little sneak peek at Patrick's stuff.He sees his laptop on the table and starts to mess with it. He tries to open it, but isn't able to. Once he finally gets it opened, he plays with the screen,bending it forward and back. Billy pushes thescreen too far and hang!/!! it falls off. His eyes popout and his mouth drops. "Ooooooooooh no!" He is terrified because heknows if Patrick finds out he's going to kill him. Hegets Sellotape and tries to put the laptop back to­gether. He hears someone running up the stairsand hides it under his bed. Patrick comes in andjumps into his bed. Billy is really stiff. His heart ispounding. Even though it's only 6pm, Billy getsinto his pyjamas and pretends that he is really tiredand goes to bed. A few minutes later Patrick asks Billy, "Have youseen my laptop?" Billy is sweating under the covers but managesto stay still. He is faking that he is already asleep.Patrick is lying in his bed, playing with a tennis ball.The ball falls and rolls under Billy's bed. Patrickgets up to get it and Billy jumps out of his bed andshouts, "I'll get it for you!" "Don't worry, I'll get it myself," says Patrick. Patrick sees a comer of his laptop. "What the hell is my laptop doing under your 

bed?" Billy looks at him as if he is about to cry. Patrickpulls out his laptop and the screen falls down on hisfoot. The Sellotape .is left hanging off one of the cot•ners. He hurries downstairs screaming, "Maaaaa!" Billy hides behind the curtains and starts to cry.All he can hear is Patrick roaring. After about 10minutes he hears footsteps. The door opens. Hetries to hold his breath because he has been cryingand he doesn't want anyone t-0 find him. His nose isdripping, so he carefully picks up the curtain andwipes it. The person who had come in earlier isgone. He is feeling mortified and very tired. Patrickhas calmed down and is watching football. As thetime passes, Billy falls asleep behind the curtains. The house is surprisingly calm. Patrick is stillwatching telly, Mom is tidying everything up as usu­al and Billy is still asleep behind the curtains. The si­lence is interrupted by the loud noise of a vacuumcleaner. Once Mom goes into the boy's room, allshe can hear is coins and Lgo pieces going up thehoover. While she is vacuuming, she hits somethingbehind the curtain. She pulls them open and findsBilly sleeping. She shakes him and whispers, "Billy?What are you doing, love?" She turns off the vacuum cleaner with her foot.Billy wakes up. He has big red circles under hiseyes. "Patlick's laptop broke." Mom gets on her knees and gives him a big hug."Don't worry about that ... " "But he hates me now." "Ah, would ya stop. He doesn't bate ya. He wasjust angry. Besides, you have given him a goodreason to find a part-time job. How long have youbeen here, hun?" "I don't know," he mumbles"Are you hungry?" "No." They chat'for a couple_ of minutes more and thenMom puts Billy to bed. In a few hours, Patrick alsogoes to bed. As the birds start singing, Patrick's alarm goesoff. He knocks it off. Neither of the boys is gettingup. As usual there is a loud knock at the doorbefore Mom comes in. She opens the curtains. "Get up both of ye!" "Five more minutes," Patrick moans. "No! Yis are already IO minutes late!" Shewalks out of the room. They do their usual morning routineand walk to school. It's only Billy's secondday and he already hates it. He is sitting by himself at break when two third-class boys come over to him and take his lunch."Give it baek!" Billy cries. All of a sudden Patrick appears,"What are you two snobs doing? Givehim back his lunch or I'll beat yis upl"They get a fright, throw Billy's lunchon the ground and run away. "You okay? Did they do anything toyou? "No." "Oryt, let's go then. We still haveto sign out in the p_rincipal's office." "Okay." E\'en though Patrick was really annoyed with him for breaking hislaptop, he takes Billy with a big smile onhis face to the dentist. This time on theright day. 












